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PURPOSE
This report contains input collected through ten public Community 
Conversations, the OP Teen Council, Chamber of Commerce/Visit OP Boards, 
and online participation.  The ten Community Conversations took place at 
different times and in a variety of locations throughout OP on April 24, 25, 
and 26, 2018.  Identical activities were available for completion online via the 
ForwardOP website from April 27 to May 15, 2018. The Teen Council and 
Chamber of Commerce/Visit OP Boards were conducted in early May and 
followed the same format.  Summaries of the results and the raw data are 
included below.



Forward OP

Engagement at a Glance

445 members of the OP community participated in Round 2 of public 
engagement.  252 people attended meetings, including the Community 
Conversations (196), Teen Council (19), and the Chamber of Commerce/Visit OP 
Boards (37).  An additional 193 contributed online. When asked why they care 
about OP, participants reported that:

81% live here
68% shop here
54% work here
33% worship here
8% go to school here, and 
7% have some other personal connection.

2,238 total pieces of unique input were collected: 
220 comments on the draft vision statement for OP        
816 comments on the draft goals across 4 initiative areas 
900 comments on the 12 draft actions, and 
302 additional actions generated 

419 exit questionnaires were completed by participants (94% return rate)

In addition, 
97% of meeting participants were comfortable working in the small groups
96% of meeting participants felt their input was accurately recorded
89% of meeting participants felt the meeting length was about right
96% of meeting participants want to continue to participate in the planning 
process
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Response 
% 

2016 ACS 
Proj. 

IT   

Response %

Word of Mouth 54 13.5%
Newspaper Article / Ad 17 4.3%
Poster / Flyer 33 8.3%
Forward OP Website 48 12.0%
Social Media (Facebook/Nextdoor/Twitter) 51 12.8%
Online News 11 2.8%
Email/notification from Chamber of Commerce / City / Visit 
OP 83 20.8%
Other Email 15 3.8%
OP Newsletter 48 12.0%
TV/Radio 11 2.8%
Community Event / Presentation / Organization 28 7.0%
Other 0 0.0%

Total 399 100%

See responses in Expository Answers section.

Response %

Yes 206 97%
No 7 3%

Total 213 100%

Response %

Yes 200 96%
No 8 4%

Total 208 100%

1
How did you hear about the 
Community Conversations?

2
Why did you choose to attend a 
Community Conversation?

Did you feel your input was heard and 
recorded acurately? If not, explain 
why.4

3
Were you comfortable working in 
today's small groups? If not, explain 
why.

 Imagine Tomorrow 

 estimates from American Community Survey (US Census Bureau), 2016

LEGEND
 count
 from all Round 2 inputs

 projection for year 2020

ForwardOP

Round 2: Community Conversations - Public Input
Includes 10 public meetings, Online, Chamber/Visit OP Boards and Teen 
Council

Exit Questionnaire Statistics
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Response %

too long 7 3%
too short 16 8%
about right 185 89%

Total 208 100%

Response %

Yes 195 96%
No 9 4%

Total 204 100%

Response %

Yes 97 46%
No 115 54%

Total 212 100%

Response % 2016 ACS Proj. IT

Female 234 58% 51% 39%
Male 169 42% 49% 61%

Total 403 100% 100%

Response % 2016 ACS Proj. IT

Asian 11 3% 7% 8% 4%
Black/ African- American 4 1% 5% 6% 4%
Native American 2 1% 0% 0% 0%
White / Caucasian 367 92% 85% 84% 88%
Two or more races 1 0% 3% 3% 2%
Other: 12 3% 1% 1% 2%

Total 397 100% 100%

Response % 2016 ACS Proj. IT

Yes 8 2% 6% 6% 8%
No 371 98% 94% 92%

Total 379 100% 100%

Are you Hispanic or latino?

6

7

8
What racial group do you most closely 
identify with?

9

5 Was the meeting…

Gender

Will you continue to participate in the 
planning process? If not, explain why.

7 Did you attend the Imagine Tomorrow 
Workshop on January 30?
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Response % 2016 ACS IT

    Under 15 0 0% 19% 1%
15-24 21 5% 14% 5%
25-34 40 10% 19% 16%
35-44 55 14% 16% 15%
45-54 79 20% 18% 18%
55-64 95 24% 16% 24%
65 or over 110 28% 18% 22%

Total 400 100% 100%
* percentages represent the population over 15

Response % 2016 ACS IT

Less than a high school diploma 18 8% 3% 2%
High school diploma 3 1% 12% 2%
Some college 14 6% 18% 10%
Associate or Bachelor's Degree 108 48% 44% 49%
Masters Degree / Ph.D. 84 37% 23% 37%

Total 227 100% 100%

Response %

0-4 years 21 9%

5-9 years 22 10%

10-19 years 36 16%

20-29 years 43 19%

30-39 years 31 14%

40-49 years 23 10%

50+ years 22 10%

Live outside the city 25 11%

Total 223 100%

Response %

Yes 158 71%
No 65 29%

Total 223 100%

13 Do you own property in Overland 
Park?

12
How long have you lived in Overland 
Park?

10 What is your age?

11
What is your highest level of 
education?
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Response %

Yes 36 16%
No 185 84%

Total 221 100%

See responses in Expository Answers section.

Response % 2016 ACS IT

Less than $10,000 3 2% 4% 0%

$10,000 to $14,999 3 2% 2% 0%

$15,000 to $24,999 4 2% 6% 2%

$25,000 to $34,999 4 2% 8% 4%
$35,000 to $49,999 15 8% 12% 7%
$50,000 to $74,999 23 12% 19% 13%
$75,000 to $100,000 25 13% 13% 11%
$100,000+ 112 59% 36% 62%

Total 189 100% 100%

See responses in Expository Answers section.
17 Additional Comments (Optional): 

16
Please tell us about your annual 
household income: 

14 Do you own a business in Overland 
Park?

15 What is your zip code?
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1 1-MRCC wife
2 1-MRCC boss
3 1-MRCC On the steering committee
4 1-MRCC wife
5 1-MRCC From a council member
6 1-MRCC volunteer
7 3-JCCC Intern at OP City Hall
8 3-JCCC JCCC Email
9 3-JCCC Neighborhood facebook page/neighbors

10 3-JCCC Shawnee Mission Post
11 5-SMHS Chamber of City

12 7-OPM Culture House
13 7-OPM follow up email from January event
14 8-CRL Heard about the one at jccc looked for a different location.
15 8-CRL Chamber of Visit OP
16 8-CRL City council member
17 8-CRL I serve on the steering committee
18 8-CRL my husband
19 9-MCU Work
20 10-BVH I attended the January sessio and am on an email list
21 10-BVH School: Shawnee Mission South
22 10-BVH AIA (American Institute of Architects)
23 11-TC Teen Council
24 11-TC Teen Council
25 11-TC Teen Council
26 11-TC Teen Council
27 11-TC Teen Council
28 11-TC A part of the community connectors
29 11-TC Teen Council
30 11-TC Teen Council

1 1-MRCC Need to know what was going on in my wonderful city, OP
2 1-MRCC Have an interest in OP
3 1-MRCC We live in OP - want to know whats going on
4 1-MRCC Interest in people who are looking forward with new ideas. Wanting an improved quality of 

life in OP.
5 1-MRCC its important for OP to continue to be a leader in our community. Its essential to keep this 

real strong and (?)
6 1-MRCC I have ideas that will improve the diversity of ideas
7 1-MRCC wanted to participate in this next step in the forward OP process
8 1-MRCC I am passionate about OP's future
9 1-MRCC I live and work here and I am interested in what happens in my community

10 1-MRCC I live and work and play here
11 1-MRCC I live and work here . Want it to still be as great 20 years from now
12 1-MRCC I think its important to take part in planning for the city
13 1-MRCC I want to make an impact. I want to be engaged. I want to contribute.

1. How did you hear about the Community Conversations? (other)

ForwardOP

Round 2: Community Conversations - Public Input
Includes 10 public meetings, Online, Chamber/Visit OP Boards and 
Teen Council

Exit Questionnaire Expository Answers

2. Why did you choose to attend the Community Conversations?
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14 1-MRCC I care about the future of where I live
15 1-MRCC to meet new people  share common ideas!
16 1-MRCC Im not happy with the way OP has destroyed/is destroying neighborhoods for the sake of 

mixed use - anything a developer wants
17 1-MRCC Im a stakeholder in the future of OP. want to be involved not a QB. 
18 1-MRCC I thought it was to be a meeting about the citys pedestrian and bicycle plan - but I stayed

19 1-MRCC to continue the efforts to improve the quality of life in OP for all
20 1-MRCC add input/learn
21 1-MRCC Want to be informed & involved
22 1-MRCC To be negative about using the commons for. Farmers market & on entertainment district.

23 1-MRCC Because some of the changes I don’t like. Too big apt complexes so (?) contd . See the 
beauty of OP and they allowed are apt complex to be built practically on the street around 
79th Meteolf

24 1-MRCC To learn what is planned for Ops future
25 1-MRCC I want to be an involved citizen
26 1-MRCC to learn
27 1-MRCC Concerns about current development in my neighborhood
28 1-MRCC civic suty to be involved + I am interested in urban design
29 1-MRCC Interested in OP & in particular, the older parts of the city
30 1-MRCC tolearn and share my thoughts with others 
31 1-MRCC I live here - former city council of another city
32 1-MRCC Important to have historical input to these goals
33 1-MRCC I believe its important to be self informed and active in ones own community
34 1-MRCC concerned about the overbuilding of downtown OP
35 1-MRCC to learn about future of OP
36 1-MRCC concern for density and community mix
37 1-MRCC I attended & am here because I love OP & want to continue (?) growth & community awards

38 1-MRCC I want to see if I can help create an even better city
39 1-MRCC To find out about the direction OP is wanting to move in the future
40 1-MRCC To find out whats going on
41 1-MRCC I have served on CDBG committee for years; usually volunteer as time/health permits
42 1-MRCC I think it is important to the future of our city and community to get involved
43 1-MRCC Imj financially very invested in OP & like the proactive attitude of this community
44 1-MRCC I care about our community
45 1-MRCC hear whats going on
46 1-MRCC To learn where OP is heading in the future and if they will carry forward the history of OP and 

what as worked with understanding of change.
47 1-MRCC To understand what direction the city is going in the future
48 1-MRCC curiosity to hear & learn about progress of forward OP. Desire to be engaged in city progress.

49 1-MRCC Get others thoughts
50 1-MRCC Determined I need to get more involved. I love this city and want to contribute.
51 2-SAGC I was asked to participate on the morning of the meeting
52 2-SAGC It is my community
53 2-SAGC I live and work here. Its important to me.
54 2-SAGC Interested in being part of making OP better
55 2-SAGC Because I care about OP
56 2-SAGC I am invested in seeing OP continue to have outstanding environment, opportunities & access

57 2-SAGC As a recently retired OP employee & as a resident, I want to help assure OP remains a great 
city

58 2-SAGC Stay involved with direction of city
59 2-SAGC I was very interested after the initial workshop. Great conversations!
60 2-SAGC Critical to participate in OP future
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61 2-SAGC Want to be part of what this city will become
62 2-SAGC Care deeply about community. Attended 1/30 workshop & worked to continue the convo. 

63 3-JCCC I felt it would be good idea to attend the one at JCC since I currently go there
64 3-JCCC Because I am concerned with what is happening in OP, especially downtown OP
65 3-JCCC It is my duty as a citizen, & the priviledge to be able to take time off to be here
66 3-JCCC to know whats happening in the city and where we are going
67 3-JCCC I care about the city and people of OP
68 3-JCCC I live, work, shop here and have chosen to raise my family here
69 3-JCCC My boss asked that I attend. I wanted to attend anyway.
70 3-JCCC Better to participate now than complain later!
71 3-JCCC OP is badly lacking in public transportation options
72 3-JCCC Because I think Its important to be involved and I want to invest in the city that I live
73 3-JCCC Networking, learning more about OP. Im new to the area.
74 3-JCCC Be the answer/solution - don’t just complain
75 4-OPCC To build upon strengths, recognize our community weaknesses & advance our community
76 4-OPCC It is important for residents to provide input for long-range city planning
77 4-OPCC Our church congregations mission is to reach out into the community, I believe this is one of 

the values by which we might be able to reach that goals
78 4-OPCC General interest, also related to my work
79 4-OPCC To try to keep OP going in the right direction, diverse, safe (pedestrian friendly & free from 

bad guys), educated community
80 4-OPCC Looking to connect ORLC more deeply to community
81 4-OPCC I would like to help shape the future of the city in which I choose to live work, raise my family 

and have my children 'go to' school
82 4-OPCC to have a voice in the future development of OP
83 4-OPCC to have a voice
84 4-OPCC To be part of the process and to provide my input & opinion
85 4-OPCC Want to give input as it will affect everyone around
86 4-OPCC To hear what people living in the city think about various topics concerning the city
87 4-OPCC Follow the updating of vision metcalf
88 4-OPCC I work at an organization that is putting them out
89 4-OPCC Care about OP
90 5-SMHS I have ideas to share and OP is listening

91 5-SMHS keep engaged in my community, to know what issues/decisions are being discussed that may 
be high interest to me & my family

92 5-SMHS To learn more about the city and future

93 5-SMHS I had attended the Tanvary event at the convention center as a table header. I wanted to be 
part of the continuing process to make OP an even better place

94 5-SMHS To voice my opinion concerning development of the arboretum

95 5-SMHS Wanted to voice my concerns about a possibilities that dogs (I walk my dog) may be banned 
in about 2 years when a new 22,000 ft square visitors center is built

96 5-SMHS to hopefully address a concern with changing (potential) policy regarding dogs and arboretum

97 5-SMHS To follow up from the january kick off meeting

98 5-SMHS Ive lived in OP for 2 years and we just bought a new house in OP. first child due this summer, 
so we have a vested interest in this city's future.

99 5-SMHS to try to make a change or make a difference

100 5-SMHS I want to help make my city a better place

101 5-SMHS to see what was already plaused 
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102 5-SMHS I am interested in the future of the city

103 5-SMHS I like the idea of having an input in the direction of the community

104 5-SMHS Went to the 1st meeting - Jan. appreciate the opportunity to share.

105 5-SMHS I wanted to share my input on how I'd like to see the city develop public transportation and 
fostering the arts are very important to me

106 5-SMHS Want to stay involved in the process

107 5-SMHS I started with the kick off session. Want to see it through and have a voice.

108 5-SMHS We are new to OP and plan to be here for many years

109 5-SMHS We moved to OP 2 years ago

110 5-SMHS Have lived in OP since 1986. Grow up on East Coast, interested in Lagrange planning process

111 5-SMHS Cant complain if you don’t participate

112 5-SMHS My husband & I plan to live in OP, past settlements, so we have a stake in its future.

113 5-SMHS Be involved & add voice to direction

114 6-TRCC To learn & participate in the conversation
115 6-TRCC I love OPKS
116 6-TRCC I was/am interested in the planning effort and what the result of it will be. I live and work in 

OP.
117 6-TRCC I listen and offer input
118 6-TRCC Overland Park has been home for 51 year. I have worked in OP for 33 years. I want to see OP 

grow and develop so my children will be able to raise their children here.
119 7-OPM Wanted to represent cleveland University - Kansas City & find out how cukc (?) could be 

actively involved within the community
120 7-OPM to have input
121 7-OPM I work in downtown OP, was raised in OP too.
122 7-OPM to push/share destination dump tracks. Grand vision!!
123 7-OPM Help OP continue story & great place to visit & live
124 7-OPM In order to learn of city concerns
125 7-OPM to be involved & provide input
126 7-OPM I came to hear the concerns of other OP citizens and voice my concerns
127 7-OPM I want my voice to be heard on the importance of art and culture
128 8-CRL Concerned about the future of OP & benefits for seniors & children
129 8-CRL wanted to see what was going on 
130 8-CRL meet new people, discuss new views
131 8-CRL I live & work in OP & feel there is a large share of people that are being excluded - increase 

social service and educational needs not being properly addressed
132 8-CRL work in OP, vested interest in area, community gathering spaces, community events & 

connectivity
133 8-CRL I was invited to continue the discussion I attended at OP conv. Center with 550 people in the 

winter. I wanted to follow up the discussion.
134 8-CRL We live here. It is our responsibility.
135 8-CRL Because I care and I saw disaster of vision Metcalf that did not reflect resident habits/needs

136 8-CRL Like idea of smaller groups
137 8-CRL To hear the process + share ideas
138 8-CRL Wanted to be part of the excitement
139 8-CRL Interested in future planning
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140 8-CRL Its important , we are in competition with the rest of the world. 
141 8-CRL Emphasize youth
142 8-CRL I care about my community & my neighbors - the place I call home
143 8-CRL To become more active
144 8-CRL to learn about OP after we moved here a little over a year ago
145 8-CRL I love this city, it has been very goods to me & my family, I want to see the excellence of this 

city continue.
146 8-CRL To hear what others are interested in and participate in the conversation
147 8-CRL to become more acquainted with the thinking & workings of the local area, since my wife and 

I moved to the midwest a year ago.
148 8-CRL Because I care about my home & community and the quality of my life in this community

149 9-MCU because I live, work, and play here… it matters
150 9-MCU Live & work in OP & care about the future of our city
151 9-MCU to continue the conversations started in January on a more intimate scale
152 9-MCU Interested in the future of my community
153 9-MCU To have a say in a city's future
154 10-BVH To be a part of imagining the future of OP
155 10-BVH Interest in growth of OP
156 10-BVH Because it is important to me to have a voice in OP's future
157 10-BVH I believe in being an engaged citizen. I really care about the future of OP.
158 10-BVH City planners are only as smart as the citizens they interact with
159 10-BVH find out what the community is concerned about
160 10-BVH Wanted to know more about it
161 10-BVH I want to contribute to our city's development & growth and make it an even better place.

162 10-BVH Support of the community
163 10-BVH I care about this community
164 10-BVH So I can be involved in making OP a better Place for everyone to live in
165 10-BVH Because I care about our community and for OP to continue to be a quality city
166 10-BVH Want to have an impact
167 10-BVH Interested in process
168 10-BVH I have been a resident in OP for 20 years and want to be a proactive member of the 

community
169 10-BVH Lived here for (?) years. Speak out.
170 10-BVH Working this event
171 10-BVH Be involved & get a pulse on the community's thoughts
172 11-TC To input my opinion
173 11-TC Teen Council
174 11-TC Part of event
175 11-TC I want to have a say in how the community is developed and learn more about the process.

176 11-TC I am very interested in having a large impact on the community and its future.
177 11-TC Because I wanted to show my opinion
178 11-TC To get involved
179 11-TC I attended it for Teen Council and had lots of fun doing so.
180 11-TC Encouraged by Teen Council.
181 11-TC Teen Council made me interested in this.
182 11-TC I care about civic engagement and my community. 
183 11-TC To learn about the community and to hear different opinions.
184 11-TC I wanted to get an insiders approach on the intricacies that is OP and the different…
185 11-TC Teen Council activity
186 11-TC I want to be part of the future that I will be affected by.
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1 1-MRCC Yes it was interesting to participate
2 1-MRCC Good location
3 1-MRCC Friendly, even if digagreeing on a topic
4 1-MRCC Not really, some people had huge issues and agenda
5 1-MRCC I was at a table with nice people
6 1-MRCC we worked too slow
7 1-MRCC Waste of time - lots of generation no specifics
8 1-MRCC No. Would have preferred written ballot on website. Impossible to agree on ratings
9 1-MRCC Friendly engaging group

10 1-MRCC Loved it!
11 3-JCCC I like small groups. It helps to better discuss and evaluate ideas.
12 3-JCCC Somewhat some participants dominate in this small group format
13 3-JCCC yes, everyone seemed to have good input. There was a lot of participants and most 

individuals stayed on track 
14 3-JCCC Danielle was a great facilitator
15 4-OPCC I felt like I had to qualify a lot of my answers "I said that because…"
16 4-OPCC Great discussion - people willing to talk
17 4-OPCC Groups too close to each other making it difficult to hear
18 4-OPCC Leader (J. Paulette) did a good job motivating views, letting everyone participate. Group was 

the right size and diversity of opinion was present.
19 5-SMHS It was great. Loved the private & group work mix.

20 5-SMHS OK

21 5-SMHS Table monitor/facilitator did a good job

22 5-SMHS I have a hard time speaking in small groups - especially when there are so many string 
opinions in the group

23 6-TRCC Yes, great group and great facilitators
24 8-CRL somewhat - need to express more
25 8-CRL controlled speaking
26 8-CRL yes - great discussion
27 8-CRL it was a small group comfortable & good facilitator
28 8-CRL One was not but as late arrival he didn’t know parameters nor did he care when explained. He 

wanted gripe session, not constructive ideas.
29 8-CRL communication
30 8-CRL Julie did an amazing job. Whew!
31 8-CRL so-so - difficult to manage diverse views
32 8-CRL opposing views - but good to hear
33 8-CRL and I think our table/group leader did a good job of trying to keep us focused
34 9-MCU consultant was easy to work with
35 10-BVH good interaction
36 10-BVH Good open discussion, everyone contributing & no judgment
37 10-BVH We had that "one person" who dominated conversation. Facilitator not skilled at keeping us 

on task.
38 10-BVH Nice group & thoughtful, receptive to opinion
39 11-TC I felt I could comfortably share my opinion.
40 11-TC Yes, it was very relaxed and interesting.
41 11-TC Mix of informed members and diverse viewpoints.
42 11-TC Yes, because I was able to express my opinion without everyone in the group knocking me 

down.
43 11-TC Yes, was pretty easy to converse with everyone and everyone's voice was heard.
44 11-TC We had thoughtful conversations, talked about what we want in Overland Park's future.

45 11-TC I thought my ideas wer listened to.

3. Were you comfortable working in today’s small group? If not, explain why.
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1 1-MRCC Had a lot to cover could have used more time
2 1-MRCC Paul Snider did well
3 1-MRCC General group consensus was recorded
4 1-MRCC We are skeptical that our city government "hears" their citizens. Time after time we've been 

in city governance meetings where staff recommendations and citizen comments were 
disregarded and projects approved anyway.

5 1-MRCC resonably so
6 1-MRCC Difficult to develop & artculate a group voice
7 1-MRCC Depends on final report - written scores only go so far
8 1-MRCC Too many opinions not conducive to group format questions. Questions too ambiguous
9 1-MRCC Our table leader was great

10 3-JCCC My table mates were very cordial
11 5-SMHS A few people at the table dominated conversation around a few "hot" topics

12 5-SMHS Need to do more focus on solar Power

13 5-SMHS we didn’t get to the small business question which I am passionate about but other ones, 
great

14 5-SMHS The little input I was able to give - yes

15 7-OPM Maybe - recorder not trained
16 7-OPM words matter - the goals and actions need a lot of work. Seemed very PC politically correct

17 7-OPM Group listened, did not see how reported
18 8-CRL too much from only 3 people
19 8-CRL yes - Danielle did a great job with the group
20 8-CRL I was more of an observer, as it was my second meeting
21 8-CRL again I feel our groupleader did a good job of filtering our input & getting things written down 

accurately
22 10-BVH Great facilitator
23 10-BVH We voted by way of stating our opinion on each topic
24 11-TC No because there was an idea that was very strongly disagreed with but was ignored.
25 11-TC Not all ideas were written, not a lot of space on the sheet.
26 11-TC I feel like everyon's input was heard and listened to.
27 11-TC Yes, I had people agree with a lot of the things I was talking about.
28 11-TC Yes, it was.
29 11-TC We talked about what we thought about OP's future.
30 11-TC My opinion was heard.

1 1-MRCC More discussion was fun & engaging
2 1-MRCC while people's time is important - these topics generate great conversations but requires more 

time to explore everyones opinions/thoughts
3 1-MRCC activity #1 was very slow & uninteresting - goals were all fine - hard to not agree with them. 

Activity #2 was fun but needed more time. We only got one sheet done.
4 2-SAGC Could have used more time. We were rushing at the end to complete the work.
5 2-SAGC Establish time frame for each page to complete all action items
6 3-JCCC We were able to get to all 4 topics
7 3-JCCC It should be about 1 hour
8 3-JCCC The meeting was about right
9 4-OPCC Somewhat rushed but kept you on track

10 5-SMHS Would have been nice to go to greater depth on some topics

11 5-SMHS We ran a little short on the final goal discussion

12 6-TRCC Felt ample time was given

5. Was the meeting too long, too short or about right?

4. Did you feel your input was heard and recorded accurately? If not, explain why.
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13 7-OPM Limit to 1 hour
14 7-OPM Could be a little shorter
15 7-OPM Well organized - very positive process
16 8-CRL really liked the group work
17 8-CRL Maybe a little more time
18 9-MCU Perfect
19 10-BVH It was the right amount of time, although we could have had more time for discussing the 

potential actions as a group, as well as generating more actions.
20 11-TC Counld have been a little shorter.
21 11-TC We still had a lot more to discuss.
22 11-TC Enough time to share ideas.
23 11-TC It was the perfect length.
24 11-TC It was about right and it was interesting because we didn't just listen to a lecture.
25 11-TC It was the needed amount of time that was necessary.
26 11-TC I was afraid it would be long but it was just right.

1 1-MRCC If time allows
2 1-MRCC Cant give up!
3 1-MRCC Too lazy
4 1-MRCC Interesting process - working forward to the final product.
5 1-MRCC Maybe
6 1-MRCC Hope its more efficient next time & effective
7 1-MRCC Maybe. This is very complex when you start adding all these subjects together for they are all 

connected in one way or another
8 3-JCCC Maybe
9 3-JCCC Sure, I would like to do that

10 3-JCCC If work permits
11 4-OPCC Hope to
12 5-SMHS If my issues are addressed, yes

13 5-SMHS
Online. Also, stage 3. I am curious now on the outcomes.

14 7-OPM yes… if times work with my schedule
15 8-CRL Doing this for years as a school teacher
16 8-CRL Make sure OP stay focused & on track
17 8-CRL undecided
18 8-CRL ill continue to participate but on a more personal note (not necessarily in public forums)

19 8-CRL Meetings - as long as I am aware of when & where they are
20 10-BVH Maybe
21 11-TC Time.
22 11-TC I hope I can continue to participate!
23 11-TC Possibly.  I may not have enough time but it is really interesting. 
24 11-TC Teen council.
25 11-TC I plan on coming back to live here.

1 1-MRCC thank you!
2 1-MRCC Thank you for this opportunity
3 1-MRCC I admire that you end on time even if I think it should go longer
4 1-MRCC Be careful how goals, questions are worded. Wording was confusing for a lot in our group

5 1-MRCC Make the Farmers market smaller with vendors who are more local (50 mi radius?)
6 1-MRCC Please encourage "amenities" - downtown grocery market, downtown New York style Deli 

(24/7 if possible). Consider relocating the farmers market to a more suitable (long-term) 
venue (near but outside downtown)

17. Additional Comments (optional):

6. Will you continue to participate in the planning process? If not, explain why.
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7 1-MRCC Promote small businesses throughout OP & continue to earn more recognition & national 
awards

8 1-MRCC The continued redevelopment and retention of quality neighborhoods in northern OP needs to 
maintain infrastructure in the northern part of the city

9 1-MRCC Need to offer the questionnaire our instinct. This meeting was not at all what I expected/. 
Where is all the info from the (?) am mtg? group format was a waste of time. I would have 
rated this draft goals much lower if verbal questions were understood where I filled it out.

10 2-SAGC Great meeting
11 2-SAGC Great facilitator - Paul Snider!
12 3-JCCC I just retired so am now living on "find income". Very concerned about wasteful spending.

13 3-JCCC Focus on having businesses who want to do business here help in the costly future 
improvements

14 3-JCCC I work in OP. Sustainability is really important. Is the plan for OP including new 
tech/renewable resources?

15 3-JCCC As a single parent with a single income I would love the opportunity to find affordable housing 
south of 435. the community is wonderful but not all that affordable.

16 3-JCCC even though I don’t live here, I spend more time & money here than my home community. I 
teach Adult Basic Ed. So my students live here.

17 3-JCCC Investing in public transit in advance of demand will be essential
18 4-OPCC Think outside the box
19 4-OPCC Thank you for asking and listening to residents feedback
20 4-OPCC Having all of the small group discussions in the same room made it difficult to hear the 

individuals at our table
21 4-OPCC There should have been a way to note intensity of opinions from group discussions 
22 4-OPCC some participants think you can demand things from developers
23 5-SMHS Increase communication of project specific public meeting to facilitate community 

conversation at the project level (similar to advertising of Forward OP)
24 5-SMHS I came to express my desire to keep the arboretum dog - friendly

25 5-SMHS All the developments ALL across OP needs to be completed before more started. If ALL those 
development are not 100% or even 50-70% used, they will not be financially beneficial & may 
take the route of Metcalf South - and you know how that ended.

26 5-SMHS Developers need to be more open to local business, not just chains and franchises

27 5-SMHS Promote voting. Prepare for heat, drought, stores. Living wage.

28 7-OPM Appreciate the city is developing a vision for the future and goals to turn the vision into 
reality

29 7-OPM thank you!
30 7-OPM Thx
31 7-OPM Thank you to city of OP
32 7-OPM Thank you for providing the opportunity for OP citizens to speak-up
33 7-OPM Please remember that we are a suburb
34 8-CRL May plan to come to more meetings, need to learn & understand future of OP to be able to 

stay here & less cost, entertainment & safe trails & parks to shop. Not extreme high taxes.

35 8-CRL Deal with the problem of money tax, tax, tax
36 8-CRL Heat session. I hope that focus is put on the people and not on aesthetics of more shoppy & 

entertainment. Education. Transportation and social services need attention!
37 8-CRL Retired since 2017. will continue to participate in planning process.
38 8-CRL Thank you this is good
39 8-CRL Questionnaires are only as good as?? I know as I used to write the. Too often OP 

questionnaires, as vision Metcalf tilted already to desired response, even pix were set up.

40 8-CRL thank you! Julie deserves a glass of wine or a msaage :)
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41 8-CRL thank you for your hard work!
42 8-CRL action items did not seem to be in step with issue.
43 8-CRL Good job
44 10-BVH thank you for doing this
45 10-BVH I want to see all areas of OP kept up to high quality standards
46 11-TC I have no idea about my income. 
47 11-TC Also take into account how much money you have.
48 11-TC We need to see/look at what other cities (close and far) are doing and how effective their 

projects are.

17



Forward OP

Process
The following vision and goals statements were drafted based on input 
received at the Imagine Tomorrow Workshop.  Participants in Round 2 were 
instructed to rate how strongly they support each of the four components of 
the vision statement, with 1 being “not at all” and 5 being “full support.” Then 
they were instructed to apply the same rating system to each of the four goals.

248 individuals responded at the various engagment meetings and an 
additional 184 responded online for a total of 432 responses.

Draft Vision
Overland Park aspires to be the most visionary, innovative and welcoming city 
of its size.
• A place that is known for its boldness and forward-thinking approach.
• A place that is smart and innovative, and is looked to as a leader both

regionally and nationally.
• A place that is open, where people of all ages and from diverse

backgrounds are welcome and engaged in the community.

Draft Goals
Connecting Our People
A connected city that offers choices for travel including public transit, walking, 
biking, and trails with an emphasis on embracing new technologies and future 
transportation modes as well as opportunities for people to interact with each 
other and with institutions that provide an array of civic services.

Caring for our People
A welcoming place, where all people are well taken care of with access to 
high quality education, convenient healthcare, social services, and a safe 
environment, and where the community works together for the greater good.

Strengthening our Quality of Place
A high-quality, sustainable built environment that offers a variety of choices 
including neighborhoods that offer the opportunity to live, work, and play.

Enhancing our Economy
A strong economy anchored by a diverse job base and
positive city image that is attractive to investment allowing for a high quality 
of life for all people.

Activity 1 - Draft Vision and Goals
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# Statement Average

V1
Overland Park aspires to be the most visionary, innovative and welcoming city of its size. 4.21

V2 A place that is known for its boldness and forward-thinking approach. 4.03

V3
A place that is smart and innovative, and is looked to as a leader both regionally and 
nationally.

4.29

V4
A place that is open, where people of all ages and from diverse backgrounds are 
welcome and engaged in the community.

4.40

# Statement Average

G1

Connecting our People
A connected city that offers choices for travel including public transit, walking, biking, and 
trails with an emphasis on embracing new technologies and future transportation modes 
as well as opportunities for people to interact with each other and with institutions that 
provide an array of civic services.

4.41

G2

Caring for our People
A welcoming place, where all people are well taken care of with access to high quality 
education, convenient healthcare, social services, and a safe environment, and where the 
community works together for the greater good.

4.63

G3
Strengthening our Quality of Place
A high-quality, sustainable built environment that offers a variety of choices including 
neighborhoods that offer the opportunity to live, work, and play.

4.42

G4

Enhancing our Economy
A strong economy anchored by a diverse job base and
positive city image that is attractive to investment allowing for a high quality of life for all 
people.

4.55

ForwardOP 

Round 2: Community Conversations - Public Input
Includes 10 public meetings, Online, Chamber/Visit OP Boards and Teen 
Council 

Vision Statement Ratings

Goal Statement Ratings
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V1. Overland Park aspires to be the most visionary, innovative and welcoming city of its size.
V2. A place that is known for its boldness and forward-thinking approach.
V3. A place that is smart and innovative, and is looked to as a leader both regionally and nationally.

Source Score 
V1

Score 
V2

Score 
V3

Score 
V4

Vision Comments

1-MRCC 5 5 5 5 The "Diversity" ideal is not fully supported by the real city government…

1-MRCC 3 3 2 4 Overland Park is copying what other cities are doing, this may or may not work 
for OP

1-MRCC 2 4 4 5 Visionary may mean it doesn't work and we commit city resources to it. Follow 
closely instead

1-MRCC 4 4 5 5 Too general in scope
1-MRCC 5 5 5 But sometimes our leaders don’t listen to the majority. For instance the over 

building of downtown OP. It's changing the face of our history
1-MRCC 4 5 5 5 Why let our statement be limited by comparison? "Its size"
1-MRCC

1-MRCC 4 5 5 5 That doesn't mean I support the vision which included oversized building & 
putting right at the street

1-MRCC 5 5 5 5
1-MRCC 5 5 5 5
1-MRCC 5 5 5 5 "smart" what does that mean? How about educated -  "OP aspires to be a 

visionary, innovative and welcoming city. A place that is educated and 
innovative."

1-MRCC 5 5 5 3 A place that can be a financial support, not a drain. Also law abiding. Don't tax 
city resources

1-MRCC 5 3 5 4 Re first bullet-don't like the word boldness 
Re second bullet-very important to me as it goes hand in hand w/econ. dev

1-MRCC 3 3 3 4 None really resonate. "Progressive" is a adjective I think should be included.

1-MRCC 4 4 4 5 Comment # 2 Boldness for its own sake is not inspiring to me. Forward thinking 
is more important

1-MRCC 4 4 3 2
1-MRCC 5 3 3 5 Acknowledging diversity in people, their neighborhoods & different needs will 

lead to most other of these goals. Respect for citizens needs emphasis.

1-MRCC 5 5 5 5
1-MRCC 4 4 4 5 The city must function smoothly and efficiently. That should be the primary goal. 

Beyond the functioning it can be bold and visionary. 
1-MRCC 5 5 5 5
1-MRCC 5 4 5 5
1-MRCC 5 4 4 4

      V4. A place that is open, where people of all ages and from diverse backgrounds are welcome and     
            engaged in the community.

Draft Vision Statement

ForwardOP 

Round 2: Community Conversations - Public Input
Includes 10 public meetings, Online, Chamber/Visit OP Boards and Teen 
Council 
ACTIVITY 1 - DRAFT VISION RESPONSES
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Source Score 
V1

Score 
V2

Score 
V3

Score 
V4

Vision Comments

1-MRCC 5 5 What is smart?-It is not smart to take our green space (The commons) It is not 
smart to make downtown an entertainment district like Westport.

1-MRCC 5 5 5 5
1-MRCC 4 4 3 I feel the city is taking away from Overland Park. Everything doesn't have to be 

high tech. 
1-MRCC 5 5 5 4
1-MRCC 5 5 5 5 I support these items as goals. I don't think we have achieved any of them- 

particularly 3.
1-MRCC 5 4 4 5
1-MRCC 3 3 3 5 How can we welcome diversity?
1-MRCC 5 4 5 5
1-MRCC 5 3 5 5
1-MRCC 4 4 5 3
1-MRCC 5 5 5 5
1-MRCC 5 5 5 5
1-MRCC 5 5 4 5 Boldness is fine as long as city does not give too much away.
1-MRCC 4 4 4 5

1-MRCC 4 4 4 5
1-MRCC 5 5 5 5
1-MRCC 3 3 4 4 Problem with some doing
1-MRCC 3 1 2 Where is Google [illegible]?
1-MRCC 4 4 4 3 I have noticed a significant increase in crime which I feel is because of more 

diverse people from lower income levels, which leads to more criminal activity.

1-MRCC 5 5 5 5
1-MRCC 5 5 5 5 We are ambassadors for the OP Visitor & Convention center & believe in our 

future as a meeting place for everyone to enjoy & have fun!
1-MRCC 5 4 4 5 With issues, transportation, reasons to come in
1-MRCC 5 5 5 5 We have the opportunity to build the city of tomorrow from the ground up 

today.
1-MRCC 5 5 5 5 Good aspirations
1-MRCC 5 5 5 5 While retaining safety
1-MRCC 5 5 5 5
1-MRCC 5 5 5 5
1-MRCC 3 1 2 4 Some of these options aren't very inspiring -  they're somewhat vapid
1-MRCC 2 2 2 2 Need more specific statements can't say that OP is supportive of those of all 

diverse backgrounds.
1-MRCC 4 4 4 4
1-MRCC 4 4 5 4
1-MRCC 1 1 1 1 These are far too vague to support. This also seems to assume we are not 

already there.
1-MRCC 5 4 4 5
1-MRCC 4 5 4 5
1-MRCC 5 4 5 5
1-MRCC 4 5 4 5
1-MRCC 5 5 5 5 We need to attract the best and brightest to help make this happen.
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Source Score 
V1

Score 
V2

Score 
V3

Score 
V4

Vision Comments

2-SAGC 4 3 4 4 Historically OP has been very conservative in nature. The statement & ideas are 
good but this is a big change but in a very positive way.

2-SAGC 3 3 5 5 Of its size--limits us and may be hard to validate when achieved. Maybe bullet 
#2 would accomplish #1 so we could combine under #2.

2-SAGC 5 5 5 5 All aspects are important. Why wouldn't everyone put all 5's for the goals. 
Would have been better if we were forced to make choices, or can we have it all 
w/ limited resources

2-SAGC 4 5 4 5
2-SAGC 4 5 5 4
2-SAGC 5 4 4 5
2-SAGC 5 4 5 5 I would want us to be "bold" but I think we as a community are constrained to 

do so. I fully support it as a vision. How do we reconcile that?

2-SAGC 5 5 5 5 One of OP's strengths has been consistency of vision, combined w/innovation 
throughout it's history. This commitment to goals, once set, and not fluctuating 
with trends & "flash in the pan" ideas will set us apart and serves us well.

2-SAGC 4 4 5 5 This is essential to OP continuing to attract high-quality jobs & top talent to the 
city.

2-SAGC 5 4 5 5 Critical to emphasize diversity, especially age related. As our state's population 
ages, important that we accommodate to keep those people engaged in our 
community.

2-SAGC 4 3 3 4 I seldom, if ever, give a 5 rating!
2-SAGC 4 4 3 3 Remove "smart". Smart cities are becoming connected communities
3-JCCC 3 3 4 5 I just don’t believe all of these are true
3-JCCC 3 4 4 5 O.P. is quickly going down the road to where young people and retired people 

will not be able to afford to live here. DTOP is a prime example of mis-
management of our resources and our funds provided through our taxes.

3-JCCC 4 4 4 5 Would like to see a statement about transparency in government.
3-JCCC 5 5 5 5 Overland Park should attract the brightest and most innovative individuals. The 

environment should also be a priority. We also need a control mechanism that 
keeps everything organized.

3-JCCC 4 4 3 5 As long as the visions are cost effective, I would support them. Not at the cost of 
continually increasing taxes. 

3-JCCC 3 4 5 3 Visionary and Innovative seem similar, prefer innovative.
3-JCCC 5 5 5 5 Inclusivity should be a priority, including people of varying social & economic 

backgrounds/status; homelessness, particularly, should be addressed, as well as 
institutionalized poverty

3-JCCC 5 5 5 5 I support the vision statement fully. To me visionary and innovative must include 
sustainability, renewable energy, resources for families and business

3-JCCC 5 5 5 5 I worry with the last statement that as our diversity grows and age demographic 
expands that we may be setting ourselves up for unforeseen problems.

3-JCCC 5 4 4 5 I feel age diversity is critical, including inter-mingling.
3-JCCC 5 5 5 5
3-JCCC 4 4 4 5 Should reflect what? Forward-thinking in cases of AA, Culture Diversity, 

Economy. Smart & Innovative -redundant. Instead of smart-progressive. Safe 
place.

3-JCCC 5 5 5 5
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Source Score 
V1

Score 
V2

Score 
V3

Score 
V4

Vision Comments

3-JCCC 5 3 5 5 How could anyone disagree with such vague goals?  I am less supportive of the 
"bold" statement as it seems like such a departure from what OP is --the best of 
the familiar, doing tried & true very well, not the 1st to try something & possibly 
fail. OP has tended to play it safe & been served well by that

3-JCCC 5 5 5 2 Transit Investment Is an area where OP can boldly Innovate and lead other 
suburbs.

3-JCCC 4 3 5 5 *I think it needs to also be "unique". What does it have to offer that other cities
don't.
*I do not like "boldness". It doesn't sound caring.

3-JCCC 5 4 5 4 Might think about putting something about being economic or environmentally 
friendly.

3-JCCC 5 5 5 5
3-JCCC 5
3-JCCC 5 5 5 5
3-JCCC 5 5 5 5 I think "smart and innovative" are very important. Making well designed and 

carefully planned choices.
4-OPCC 3 2 4 3 Highly educated yes, but room for more forward think outside the box. Diversity 

in who lives here, but not necessarily engaged.
4-OPCC 5 5 4 5
4-OPCC 5 4 4 5
4-OPCC 3 3 4 3 I don't find it to be overly welcoming. It could be that everyone is just busy living 

their lives; we are diverse socioeconomically and becoming more engaged.

4-OPCC 5 4 5 5
4-OPCC 4 3 3 5 The most diverse community will bring boldness & innovation if it is listened to. 

4-OPCC 5 5 5 4
4-OPCC 3 5 5 5 The vision statement says aspires to be the most. This choice of words could be 

perceived as boastful or competitive.
4-OPCC 3 5 5 5 is size relevant? Seems strange to include.

 "visionary" in a vision statement- prefer forward thinking
4-OPCC 4 5 5 2 Too vague - leaves room for illegal immigration & sanctuary city status
4-OPCC 5 5 5 5
4-OPCC 5 5 5 5
4-OPCC 5 5 5 5
4-OPCC 3 3 5 4
4-OPCC 3 2 4 4 Boldness ? Forward thinking approach? What do these even mean?
4-OPCC 3 4 4 4 The vision statement is not concrete enough & doesn't seem relatable. Maybe 

because it's such a stretch from where we currently are w/innovation.

4-OPCC 5 5 5 5 Weird to scale these. Who wouldn't want this? Guessing those folks wouldn't 
show up to these meetings. The approach to getting feedback on these 
statement via a scale isn't very informative.

4-OPCC 3 3 3 2 Community engagement at Planning Commission and City Council public 
hearings if welcome in 3 minute increments.

4-OPCC 3 4 4 4 Shouldn't get too big--quality not quantity.
4-OPCC 5 4 5 5 Of the three pieces, openness and smart innovative should be prioritized. 

Boldness and forward-thinking is good but more of a luxury than the other two.
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Source Score 
V1

Score 
V2

Score 
V3

Score 
V4

Vision Comments

4-OPCC 5 5 5 Since we are a suburban area, it is important to work with other suburbs (cities) 
too.

4-OPCC 5 5 5 5 We haven't been as welcoming in the past 10 years. Harder to get new Real 
Estate developments approved.

5-SMHS 4 4 5 5 OP used to be a leader, but has lost that. We don't need to always be first, but 
we should be prepared to adapt.

5-SMHS 5 4 5 5 "forward thinking approach" but also with strategic decision making and time-
tested/known to be successful foundation.

5-SMHS 4 5 5 5 I think the vision statement could be re-written to be a little more specific--not 
sure what "visionary" means??

5-SMHS 5 5 5 5
5-SMHS 3 3 3 3
5-SMHS 5 5 5 5
5-SMHS 4 4 3 3
5-SMHS 5 5 5 5
5-SMHS 5 5 5 5
5-SMHS 5 5 5 4 Would prefer statement reflecting a community that comes together through 

community events and green spaces to support each other.
5-SMHS 5 5 5 5 Diverse and encouraging to all age and ethnic backgrounds.
5-SMHS 5 4 4 5 O.P. has a long road to begin to achieve this vision. It has started but it is moving 

too slow towards this vision.
5-SMHS 5 5 5 5 I feel that the point about OP being welcoming & engaging for all ages and 

backgrounds may be the most important element of this vision--and possibly the 
most difficult to achieve.

5-SMHS 1 3 4 5 So is this replacing Vision Metcalf?
5-SMHS 5 5 5 5 OP has a large population and even larger job base. It should lead the Metro 

Area with its policies so smaller cities can follow and benefit
5-SMHS 5 5 5 5 OP is slowing becoming more diverse, however I'd like to see the city attempt to 

reach a more diverse audience when it comes to festivals, public events, 
Forward OP etc.

5-SMHS 5 5 5 5 Being visionary & bold means making the financial commitment to help achieve 
the goals. Can't always rely on developers & philanthropic contributors to 
initiate the proposed programs or be the money behind the initiatives

5-SMHS 5 5 5 5 Agree--city needs to always to always be moving forward. Needs to be leader in 
state & region to grow opportunity for citizens.

5-SMHS 4 4 5 5 Don't want to be a victim of success. If OP is "the most" it may grow too fast. 
Can you plan for that?

5-SMHS 5 5 5 5
5-SMHS 5 5 5 5 Visionary and Innovative are great words.
5-SMHS 5 4 4 4
6-TRCC 5 5 5 5 Is currently viewed a leader in many ways, need to continue & build that view. In 

some cases, other nearby cities wait for OP to take the lead or certain initiatives 
& then decide on their course of action

6-TRCC 5 4 3 5 Smart sounds canned; consider "vibrant". Find a way to incorporate "authentic"

6-TRCC 4 5 5 boldness-maybe not the right word.
6-TRCC 5 4 4 5
6-TRCC 4 5 5 5 While this is a great goal, how does the city welcome low income "blue collar" 

workers into a city that is highly educated?
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Source Score 
V1

Score 
V2

Score 
V3

Score 
V4

Vision Comments

7-OPM 5 4 5 5 Boldness-may be perceived negatively by some. Being inclusive is important.

7-OPM 5 2 5 4 like the words; dynamic, innovative, welcoming, etc. Welcoming handles issues 
like "all ages, diversity etc.

7-OPM 4 4 5 5
7-OPM 4 4 5 5
7-OPM 4 3 5 4 I hope to see OP continue as a suburb, not a fast-paced, over-populated city.

7-OPM 5 5 5 5 …Innovative, *safe* and welcoming…
..people of all ages *and disabilities*
Would like to see fire, police, first responders be highest trained and 
compensated departments in state

7-OPM 5 5 5 5
7-OPM 3 3 4 5
7-OPM 5 5 5 5 Leader of what; be more specific; educ.; technology; etc.
7-OPM 3 3 2 3 Not "Bold" --well thought out.

No "smart city" - it is not working - governments don't drive innovation
8-CRL 3 4 4 5 bold Yes, Innovative Yes, Over constructed No!
8-CRL 2 2 1 1
8-CRL 4 4 4 4
8-CRL 4 4 4 4 This whole statement is too subjective.

Boldness - why?
Smart - what does this mean?
Will be interesting to see how you implement this (diversity)
This entire idea is overstated. Why not something more simplistic so anyone can 
pick up, read and know what the true vision is. Innovative, welcoming, forward 
thinking cut the clutter

8-CRL 4 4 5 3 not sure what boldness means? A place where all are welcomed.
8-CRL 5 4 5 4 OP should continue to be a leader--development, business opportunity, 

community gathering --in JOCO and the KC region. Continue to be seen as a 
stand-out in the 18 county region

8-CRL 5 5 3 5
8-CRL 4 4 5 4
8-CRL 4 4 5 5
8-CRL 3 2 2 2 Only if pushed to it. City officials may think they are going ahead but too much 

focused on $$$ rather than what's good & reflective of community. Make it 
complimentary, not at whim of developers who will say anything to get 
concessions.

8-CRL 5 4 4 5 What do you mean by boldness?
8-CRL 5 5 5 5
8-CRL 5 5 4 5 How are you defining "Leader"? Why should OP be a leader?
8-CRL 5 4 4 5 I particularly like the elements underlined above: visionary, innovative , forward 

thinking, looked to as a leader, engaged in the community. I really like forward 
thinking & being a leader but also want to be intentional & cautions vs. running 
after things just because they're hot & innovative.

8-CRL 5 5 5 5 My hope is that all fully support this vision. If so, then I believe we have work to 
do. Our actions must support the vision.

8-CRL 5 5 5 5 Youth are our future.
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Source Score 
V1

Score 
V2

Score 
V3

Score 
V4

Vision Comments

8-CRL 5 4 4 5 To be well-managed today is important & necessary to lead to the above 
statements.

8-CRL 4 3 3 4
8-CRL 4 4 4 5
8-CRL 5 5 5 5
8-CRL 4 3 4 5
8-CRL 5 4 5 5 Retail
9-MCU 4 4 5 4 I would suggest present continuing word usage with as few a number of words 

possible so that it can be quickly quoted by any resident or business owner or 
employer in OP

9-MCU 5 5 5 5
9-MCU 5 5 5 5 Look to the future, while honoring the past & history of Kansas.
9-MCU 5 5 5 5
9-MCU 4 4 3 5 Visionary, innovative, & welcoming are all very subjective in my opinion. I 

believe the 3 points should better define how those 3 words apply to OP's 
future. Acceptance is very important to me.

10-BVH 5 5 5 5 As a vision statement, I feel that the qualifier "Of its size" is limiting for Overland 
Park. If visionary innovative is our goal we should aspire to be the best we can 
be.

10-BVH 5 5 5 5 *Need to be leader in this area
*Progressive & Forward thinking leadership
* Inclusion important

10-BVH 2 2 2 3 OP struggles w/old & new -the old people want to keep things the same -most 
people are open to change --yet change is failing. So you have to find  a medium 
on what is going to work--Lowes to Home Depot--probably not the best option--
& I'm 34 & live right there but use of space is what young people are concerned 
with.

10-BVH 5 5 5 5
10-BVH 4 4 5 5 Any geographic limit on vision statement? I.e.: best in Kansas, the region, the 

nation or the world? Balance Boldness & Forward--Thinking against Senior 
citizens that don't all do change gracefully or rapidly.

10-BVH 3 3 3 5
10-BVH 3 3 3 3
10-BVH 4 3 4 5 What will make OP bold? How do we demonstrate forward thinking? 

* Being a leader is important
*Diversity & openness is very important

10-BVH 5 5 5 5
10-BVH 3 3 3 3 Regardless of size. Don't use size as a limitation.

*Education and access to a great public school education has made this city &
county. It should be definitive in your vision statement

10-BVH 5 4 4 5 Although we want a more smart city, we can still make our city smart, but we 
can also be a welcome city for people of diverse races and cultures.

10-BVH 5 4 5 5
10-BVH 5 5 5 5 If you aren't moving forward, you are either standing still or falling behind.

10-BVH 5 2 4 5 The 1st bullet is too vague- word boldness could be defined in different ways.
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Source Score 
V1

Score 
V2

Score 
V3

Score 
V4

Vision Comments

10-BVH 5 5 5 5 With the presence of many international communities I see Overland Park as a 
melting pot. I aspire OP to be one of the vibrant diverse communities where a 
secularism is celebrated.

10-BVH 5 5 5 5
10-BVH 4 5 4 5
10-BVH 4 4 5 5 We need diverse population & a diversity of housing stock.
11-TC 5 5 5 5
11-TC 5 4 5 5
11-TC 5 4 3 5
11-TC 2 4 1 3
11-TC 5 5 5 4 We need to welcome all people, but be safe in doing do.
11-TC 5 4 5 5 Although it is important to be at the forefront of innovation and change, OP 

must take care to not be too forward thinking and not taking too many risks.

11-TC 5 5 5 5 If you are not moving forward, you are either standing still or moving backward.

11-TC 4 5 5 5
11-TC 4 3 4 3 Relatively, it feels like Overland Park is not as diverse as other cities.
11-TC 4 4 5 5 It is an amazing and welcoming city for all people.
11-TC 5 4 3 5 Forward thinking / visionary is great!
11-TC 5 4 5 5
11-TC 5 4 5 5 Overland Park is one of the best ranked cities to live.
11-TC 4 4 5 3
11-TC 5 4 5 5 Not want to be on cutting / bleeding edge of change.
11-TC 2 2 1 3
11-TC 4 3 4 5
11-TC 5 5 5 5
11-TC 5 4 5 5 Overland Park should strive to be both forward thinking and innovative.  It 

should remain open to everyone in its community no matter ethnicity, age, 
background, etc.

11-TC 5 4.5 4.5 5
11-TC 4 4 5 5
11-TC 5 5 5 5
11-TC 4 5 5 5 Only concern with first statement was the "city of its size" part.  I think you can 

be visionary, innovative, and welcoming regardless of size and without limitation 
because of size. 

11-TC 5 5 5 5
12-
Chamber

5 5 5 4

12-
Chamber

5 5 5 5 The vision statement necessarily should focus on boldness and forward thinking, 
as well as OP's place as a leader, even as we act as a city larger than we actually 
are.

12-
Chamber

5 3 5 4 This is an incredibly aspirational vision for our community!  I am not sure all in 
the community support this.  We should not be visionary for vision's sake - we 
should be visionary to continue to have a community that is not just relevant or 
sustainable, but vibrant, in the future.

12-
Chamber

4 4 5 4
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Source Score 
V1

Score 
V2

Score 
V3

Score 
V4

Vision Comments

12-
Chamber

5 3 3 4 All of the secondary statements don't emphasize a need to excel beyond other 
cities within the context of the verbiage.  We should be the "most" or "favorite."

12-
Chamber

4 3 5 5 Innovative and welcoming translate into specific benefits… visionary not so 
much.

12-
Chamber

5 5 5 5 With the understanding that fiscal responsibility is essential to move forward. 

12-
Chamber

5 5 5 5

12-
Chamber

5 5 5 5

12-
Chamber

5 5 5 5

12-
Chamber

3 5 3 4 "The most" seems boastful and uninviting/competitive. 
A leader of what?

12-
Chamber

5 5 5 5 Absolutely agree (support) with all statements.  We must be forward looking - if 
not, we fall behind and ultimately lose!

12-
Chamber

4 4 4 5

12-
Chamber

4 4 4 4 Integrate some type of "business friendly" language into one of the statements.

12-
Chamber

4 3 5 4 Boldness need to be tempered with smarts - research and study before moving 
forward with large tasks / initiatives. 

12-
Chamber

5 4 3 5

12-
Chamber

4 4 4 4

12-
Chamber

5 5 5 5

12-
Chamber

5 5 5 5

12-
Chamber

4 4 4 5 Not sure if it's better to begin with "welcoming" versus ending with it?

12-
Chamber

4 5 5 5

12-
Chamber

3 3 3 5 I don't have any frame of reference as to the aspirational platitudes associated 
with these statements.

12-
Chamber

3 3 5 5

12-
Chamber

4 4 3 4 Some cities who become too bold and innovative attract not just good but also 
bad which creates many unforeseen issues.

12-
Chamber

5 4 5 5 Need to be forward thinking but simple solutions (and bold) important.  
Encouragement and buy-in of younger generations is key. 

12-
Chamber

5 5 5 5 Vision statements are broad and should be easily supportable.  Surprised there 
is nothing to attract visitors. 

12-
Chamber

5 5 5 5 This is exactly the vision I think we should aspire to and our concrete plans 
should promote and support this goal.

12-
Chamber

5 5 5 5
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Source Score 
V1

Score 
V2

Score 
V3

Score 
V4

Vision Comments

Online 2 2 3 3 OP scored much higher in these statements in the early 90's.  Since the visionary 
leadership and development of the 19880,s OP seems to have operated on an 
attitude of we have already  done this.  Unfortunately reaching these kinds of 
statements and goals below require continuous reflection, adjustment, and 
planning for the future.

Online 5 5 5 5 Overland Park has outstanding potential to build on the strong foundation of 
the founders.  It's been in maintenance mode way too long and but proactively 
manage its future or continue losing ground as the premier community in 
Johnson County and the state of Kansas.

Online 5 4 5 4 Overland Park has an excellent foundation yet has been in maintenance mode 
for some time.  It must invest quickly and wisely to maintain and regain our 
place as the premier community to live and work within Johnson County and the 
state of Kansas.

Online 3 2 2 1 OP needs to build less high end apartments and $400,000+ homes. We need 
affordable residences to help create a more diverse population. Also, if we want 
to be seen as innovative we need to be focused on environmental innovation. 
More green space is needed, not every piece of land needs a building on it.

Online 5 4 5 2 Since most leaders are older Caucasians, it's hard to feel included. Many city 
meetings are full of just Caucasians and the few people of color are often "the 
help."

Since OP ranks as one of the best cities to live in in the US, it is showing up as a 
regional and national leader

Online 3 3 5 5 In always focusing forward OP often loses sight of what is great "right now." I 
want to live in a suburb. If I wanted 'urban living' I would move to Kansas City.

Online 5 5 5 5
Online 5
Online 5 5 5 5
Online 2 4 2 1
Online 5 5 5 5
Online 4 5 5 4
Online 5 5 5 5 A place that attracts visitors with all of the above...
Online 4 4 5 4 Saying visionary in a vision statement is quite odd, and a bit overlapping with 

innovative.  This statement seems aspirational, but I'm not sure anyone really 
knows what the first 2 bullets mean.  It is missing a vision around "quality of 
place" which is the foundation of Overland Park's success.  We should desire to 
be a leader both regionally and nationally by having the highest quality 
infrastructure and services in a safe environment.  Without these core attributes 
being a part of the vision, we risk falling behind in the foundational aspects of 
our community.

Online One big advantage is the Cartesian Coordinate grid system for roads which 
makes getting around so efficient. We are getting close to losing that efficiency 
because of road overcrowding.

I propose that a car/road census be taken periodically  to insure overcrowding 
not take place and to point to where overcrowding should be mitigated.

Online 5 4 5 4
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Source Score 
V1

Score 
V2

Score 
V3

Score 
V4

Vision Comments

Online 4 4 5 5 To the first statement, I would add "livable." To me, livable implies it is a place 
where I can enjoy a comfortable home, earn a living wage, play, experience 
culture...

Online 3 3 3 4 I think Overland Park is a great place to live. I think we have stuck to what works 
for us but failed to be bold and forward-thinking about our future.

Online 5 5 5 5 Good
Online 4 3 2 4
Online 4 4 3 5 I like the welcoming goal the most.  Yes it is good for innovation and forward 

thinking but we must be welcoming to all sorts of diverse people and I don't 
think that truly exists today in many parts of the city.

Online
Online 5 4 5 5
Online 2 1 5 4 Why mention the size in relation to vision or innovation, one does not seem 

related to the other. 
I am not impressed with claims on boldness, I struggle to think of examples of 
that. 
Don't say innovative twice - and I'm not sold on the idea of city as an innovator, 
where are the proof points of that? I do like the leader part, that I'm sure we 
are

Online 5 5 5 5
Online 4 4 3 5
Online 5 5 5 5 I like the strategy and goal setting.  This is good for our community.   I think OP is 

on the right track.
Online 5 5 5 5 Think Big.  Dream Big.  We can do it.
Online 1 1 1 2
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Source Score 
V1

Score 
V2

Score 
V3

Score 
V4

Vision Comments

Online 4 5 5 5 Overland Park is lacking in woodcraft programming for the kids. We have 
recently moved here from Chicago, where woodworking is available through a 
number of parks for about $100/school year with old fashion carpentry 
machinery, serving 7 yrs. through 65+ old students. The teachers are carpenters 
or people who were trained to teach carpentry at technical high schools, which 
unfortunately for them turned into college preparatory campuses. I believe the 
woodcraft program was offered twice/week, for almost 2 hours/day, and split 
up into quarters, fall, winter &amp; spring.  The spring program ended with a 
derby car race. Scouts and other students raced for trophies, while community 
watched.  Chicago parks system also has a program that is for parent and a child 
to build one person sailboat to be either purchased or used in sailing lessons 
offered through the park system, which we have not utilized but it sounds 
amazing.  

I strongly believe that our youth needs to work with our hands, not just stare at 
the computer screens and pick stuff off the menu, delivered to the house.  I 
hope we as the community can and will help bring back a "somewhat" self-
reliant next generation. 

Please take a look at these informative links:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eO7aC9_FX6k

https://chicago.everyblock.com/family/jan07-woodcraft-class-merrimac-
shabbona parks lets make derby 6608642/

Online 4 4 4 5
Online 4 5 5 5
Online 5 5 5 5 Love this! Great goals to shoot for, and OP is well on it's way to meeting these 

goals.
Online 3 5 5 4 We have a long way to go, in terms of engagement with Kansas City's innovation 

and startup communities, to achieve this goal. These statements, while I strongly 
support them, represent a big departure from OP's way of doing business today 
(attraction and retention, incentives for real estate development), which needs 
to be recognized in order for us to be successful in changing course.

Online 3 3 5 4
Online 3 4 5 2
Online 5 4 4 4
Online 1 1 1 1 It sounds like a big government intrusion into our private lives. Diversity is not 

determined by government. Government role is safety and justice. Government 
is not to be innovative. Technology implemented as voters approve.

Online 3 3 3 2 As a long time residence , a homeowner, one who has reared a family here, I 
find it harder and harder to happily live here. Neighboring yards continue to 
collect junk and weeds and trash trees encroach onto my yard. Hidden taxes 
(franchise taxes, sales tax to pay off TIF giveaways, and more ) eat away at my 
fixed income. I am unable to find parking spaces in my own downtown. Speed 
limits are not enforced on the streets. These things make living in Overland Park 
more and more difficult.
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Source Score 
V1

Score 
V2

Score 
V3

Score 
V4

Vision Comments

Online 5 5 5 5
Online 4 4 4 5
Online 5 5 5 5
Online 4 4 5 5 Welcoming businesses is good, but there should be some emphasis on 

protection of citizens from consumer fraud.
Online 4 3 5 4
Online 5 5 5 5
Online 2 5 3 5 All of these components are obviously important and excellent goals to which 

we can aspire. However, they're also very generic and somewhat cliché. Who is 
the hero audience for Overland Park? In other words, what type of person do 
we hope will play back these descriptions above 5 years from now? And, no, it is 
unlikely to be "everybody."

Online 4 4 5 3
Online 5 5 5 5
Online 5 5 5 5
Online 2 3 2 3
Online 5 5 5 5
Online 5 5 5 5
Online 5 4 4 5
Online 5 5 4 5
Online 5 3 4 4
Online 5 4 4 5
Online 5 5 3 2
Online
Online 5 5 5 5
Online 5 5 5 5 The vision statement is fine.  But then talk is cheap.  Lets' see where this leads.  I 

suspect, "boldness, forward-thinking, diversity, smartness, and innovation" 
means very different things to different people.  From my perspective, this vision 
statement implies a BIG change in direction for OP.  Currently, the city is a very 
conventional suburban city -- uncontrolled urban sprawl, a self-satisfied 
leadership structure, neglected core neighborhoods, and a widely perceived 
image as unwelcoming to people of color.

Online 5 5 5 5 This a tall order, but one I support 100%!
Online 5 5 5 5 I think that a place where parks, green space, housing and commerce are all 

blended together to create a vibrant community.
Online 5 5 4 5 I attended one of the sessions, but thought of some actions the city may take in 

fulfilling its draft goals so I've listed them below.
Online 5 5 5 5
Online 4 4 5 4
Online 5 5 5 5 Using the  diversity present in the community is an important part of 

strengthening any community.
Online 2 2 1 1 Overland Park is one of the least diverse communities I have lived in. I think this 

is reflected by our city council which has only 2 women and 1 non white male 
members. 
Also we are severely lacking in services for lower income families and the 
homeless

Online 3 2 3 4
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V1

Score 
V2

Score 
V3

Score 
V4

Vision Comments

Online 4 4 5 3
Online 4 3 4 2
Online 5 4 4 5
Online 4 3 4 5
Online 5
Online 5 5 5 5 I am new to Overland Park Kansas by way of Nashville Tennessee. I am looking 

forward to seeing what direction Overland Park is headed.
Online 5 5 5 5
Online 5 5 5 5
Online 3 5 3 4
Online 4 4 4 4
Online 5 5 5 5 That being said, we need to keep the small town feel of Downtown Overland 

Park and not build massive buildings that overpower the quaintness of the 
existing structures.

Online 2 1 1 1 Overland Park has a stigma of being extremely white washed and only for those 
with lots of money. There's no openness to diversity or to people of all walks of 
life.

Online 5 5 5 5 Please STOP building apartment complexes.  It represents a transient population 
and lack of stability.  We have more than enough.

Online 5 3 5 5
Online 4 4 4 5 I oppose the development of the Brookridge country club.
Online 4 4 4 4
Online 3 2 3 5
Online 3 5 5 4 Where is safe, secure, progressive and tax favored with smart investments but 

no government waste
Online 5 5 5 5
Online 5 5 5 5
Online
Online Consideration should be given to caring for the homeless and those living at or 

below poverty level.  There is an increasing number of children not having 
enough to eat.  Programs should be in place to help the under-served/struggling 
persons within the community.

Online 5 5 5 5
Online 5 5 4 4
Online 2 5 5 4
Online 1 1 1 1 When the police stop killing unarmed citizens in front of their own homes, and 

then further victimizing the families, then we can talk about fluffy messaging like 
the above.

Online 5 5 5 5
Online 5 2 3 4
Online 4 4 4 3
Online 5 5 5 5
Online 4 3 4
Online 4 4 4 4
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V1
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V2

Score 
V3

Score 
V4

Vision Comments

Online 4 4 4 5 I fear that an increase in high-rise apartments and multi-story buildings will 
adversely affect the appeal of Overland Park and will discourage post graduates 
and future generations from living here.  Concepts like Prairie Fire already seem 
outdated and anything but innovative or forward-thinking.  People yearn for 
green space, walkability, culture/arts, community,  and the unique shopping and 
dining experiences that come with small businesses.  An influx of concrete, multi-
story buildings and big-boxed stores screams generic, any-town America. I 
believe that these multi-story concepts will become huge, vacant visual 
reminders of an ill-conceived idea that did not have lasting appeal-similar to the 
failed indoor mall concept.  We are truly paving paradise and destroying the 
character and charm of our city to put up parking lots.

Online 5 3 5 5 There are concepts linked in these phrases that I wouldn't rate equally.  Forward-
thinking, definitely 5 stars. Boldness? I'm not so sure boldness translates the 
same way for different people. I don't know what you mean by boldness - 
sometimes bold people are offensive in an in-your-face sort of way. That whole 
sentence seems irrelevant because forward-thinking is redundant with other 
parts of the statement.

Online 3 3 3 3
Online 1 1 1 5 Yes, Overland Park is a place that is open and welcoming.  Livable 

neighborhoods, safe environment, good police protection.  We need to relish 
and save that feeling.  STOP all the over development of areas and loosing of 
green space for the almighty $$$$$$$$$$$$$$ given in TIF and CID money to 
developers.

Online 5 5 5 5
Online 4 4 4 4
Online 3 3 3 3 I see this just as it is a visionary statement, not actual practice.
Online 5 4 4 5
Online 5 4 5 5
Online 4 4 5 5 There's a healthy balance between being on the leading edge and being on the 

bleeding edge.  The city shouldn't be taking undue risk with community 
resources but intelligent, cost justified leadership would be ideal.

Online 1 1 2 2 I feel that those statements would have been true 35 years ago, when I was 
growing up here. Unfortunately, the Overland Park I returned to as an adult (to 
raise my children) seems to not have a vision at all. We can't decide where our 
city center is (it should be off of Metcalf somewhere!) and we seem to be more 
interested in helping developers make money than providing a amenities that 
will continue to attract new families to the area. And, worse yet, it seems as 
though the leaders of this community think that there is only one school district 
in this city. If it is in BV, OP cares about the families surrounding it. If it is in 
SMSD, OP doesn't care one bit about the impact development has on the 
schools. Overland Park is a suburb first. That is why people live here. If I wanted 
to live in a city, I would move to KC metro. As it is now, we are thinking of 
relocating south to Louisburg, as Overland Park's priorities don't seem to align 
with ours right now.

Online 4 5 5 5
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V1
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Score 
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Vision Comments

Online 5 5 5 1 I feel that we have way too many apartment complexes in the city. Some of the 
older ones seem to be hotbeds of crime, in fact. I grew up in a city of great 
diversity, and frankly, I never saw the pluses of such an atmosphere. I worked 
very hard to get out of that city and move to a place where I could be with 
people of like mind and mannerism, which was Overland Park in 1970. I have 
been extremely happy with  my decision as a result, so why do we want to 
change that aspect????

Online 5 5 5 5 I really like the use of the words "diverse backgrounds." Kansas City and it's 
suburbs are very segregated. I would like OP to be the place that makes 
everyone feel welcome.

Online 4 4 4 4
Online 3 3 3 4 Overland Park is a great place to raise a family. However, we don't need to be 

putting the cart before the horse and using tax payer dollars to help developers 
build massive developments for retail that is dying..

Online 1 4 I do not like the "forward thinking" when it comes to making our city look like 
Chicago. The design and architecture that staff make companies comply to is 
eroding what make Overland Park, Overland Park. Please reconsider doing this 
to our city. I also do not believe that innovative means using tax payer funds to 
supplement developers that are millionaires. This has become too much in our 
city

Online 5 5 5 5
Online 4 4 4 4
Online 4 4 4 3
Online 3 3 4 4
Online 5 4 5 4
Online 4 2 4 5 Would be interested in OP's vision for the next 20 years.
Online 5 4 5 5
Online 2 1 1 1 Overland Park will be visionary, innovative and welcoming when the plans for 

the present and future include providing affordable housing for those who work 
in the city - the people who hand us our hamburger, sell us our clothes, and 
even teach our children and care for our aging population. It will be visionary, 
innovative and welcoming when residents who would like to give up their 
"empty nests" can find someplace affordable to live in the city. It will be 
visionary, innovative and welcoming when plans for expansion and development 
aren't just attempts to look like South Leawood.  I have lived here for most of 
my life, and I think Overland Park is a wonderful place to live. However, I also 
have lived near 95th and Metcalf for over 30 years and have watched the city 
throw money and energy into new developments all over, while my 
neighborhood looks like a cross between a ghost town and an abandoned urban 
project. So I don't feel much love, vision, innovation or welcome.

Online 4 4 5 3 I needs to continue being a safe upscale city to live in (continue to support the 
good reputation of Johnson County).

Online 5 5 5 5
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Vision Comments

Online 1 2 3 5 Overland Park first, and most importantly as a welcoming city, should be a place 
that is livable, being respectful of individuals, families, and small businesses. 
Smart and innovative is good if it saves money, eases citizen burdens, and 
considers the quality of life for the broad community. Just to brag is not good, 
we do not need grand standing.

Modernizing is important but not unless the character of the change makes 
sense, is people friendly, and keeps the beauty of what we have or actually 
improves it. Overland Park is more than one area in a living sense and 
downtown is not the same as suburban Overland Park.

 How to merge gracefully these two types of living and include enhancing green 
space for bikes, walks and perhaps future electric transports ought to be a prime 

Online 2 1 1 1 I don't agree Overland Park is forward thinking is many aspects such as the lack 
of bike lanes, green space, transportation, and diversity among city government 
employees, and work force.

Online 4 4 3 3 I don't really care about all that. We just need more green space. Overland Park 
SOUNDS like a lovely place to live, makes one think of, well a PARK. However we 
seem to be so quick to fill up anything that remains green with concrete. Very 
sad.

Online 5 3 4 5 Any city that has arbitrary rules that prevents families from moving into the city 
purely because of the breed of their pet is not a welcoming place.

Online 3 3 3 3 higher ranking would be granted if we had a transit system that people actually 
used. I don't see innovative, I see conservative. I travel quite a bit and many 
cities, smaller than OP have much better farmers markets. I don't see diversity in 
OP. Good schools, good parks.

Online 1 1 1 1 Overland Park is NOT forward thinking or innovative!!! Rethink your breed ban 
first of all and honestly your animal licensing requirements and fees are pathetic 
compared to Olathe or Lenexa for instance. Overland Park is full of old people 
stuck in their old ways

Online 1 1 1 1 HA HA!!
Online 5 5 5 5
Online 5 5 5 5
Online 3 5 4 5 I would like to recommend writing these statements as if they have already 

occurred. I would drop the competition. For example, Overland Park is a 
visionary and welcoming city.

Online 2 2 4 3 There are too many good reasons to avoid changing the character of our City by 
deviating from its historic image of "classic suburbia", a place where families can 
enjoy and interact in open neighborhoods predominated by well-kept, single-
family homes free of the congestion associated with large, multi-family dwelling 
structures that dominate the skyline and create an atmosphere akin to a large, 
densely-populated European or Eastern U.S. city

Online 2 1 1 5
Online
Online
Online 5 4 4 5
Online 5 5 5 5
Online 4 4 5 5
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Vision Comments

Online 4 4 3 4
Online 5 5 5 5
Online

2 1 3 2
The taxes in this state and city are already high even compared to other states.  
Vision is great, but we need to be mindful of the cost.

Online 5 5 5 5
Online 5 2 5 5
Online 3 2 1 3
Online 5 5 5 5
Online 5 4 4 5
Online 4 4 3 4
Online

3 2 3 3

Overland Park is definitely missing the boat when it comes to being a leader 
outside of school and safety. Sure, it is great to live here, but really hard to get 
someone to come visit. I personally know that when my wife and kids plan our 
weekends, most of our activities are outside of Overland Park. We need to make 
Overland Park a city that residents and visitors talk about for being fun with 
things to do, attractions, and uniqueness, outside of bland shopping centers and 
chain restaurants that can be found in any other city.

Online 3 4 5 5
Online 5 5 5 5
Online 5 5 5 5
Online 4 3 4 4
Online 5 4 4 5
Online 3 5 5 5
Online 5 5 5 5
Online 3 2 4 5
Online 4 4 4 4
Online

4 4 4 5
Yes but you do not have to change old downtown op to accomplish this! Not at 
the cost of losing that small, quaint, historic feel.

Online

3 3 5 3

Overland Park is a diverse city but I would like think most cities are and should 
be. I welcome the opportunity to participate in community discussions. As far as 
its boldness and forward thinking; growth is important however it seems 
Overland Park is losing its charm. There are too many rental apartments, senior 
living and not enough new affordable single family homes being built.  Don't we 
want to encourage people to live in Overland Park long term and invest in their 
community? When one rents they tend NOT to take stake in their community as 
they are here for a short time.

Online 2 3 4 3
Online 5 5 5 5 aesthetics
Online 5 5 5 5
Online 3 3 3 3
Online

4 3 5 4

being Inclusive to people if all demographics including those with less income 
will lead to more vibrancy and innovation.  I would like to see OP emphasize 
community and bringing people together in their vision and planning.

Online 5 5 5 5
Online 5 5 5 5
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Online 5 5 5 5
Online

1 1 1 2

Forward thinking isn't paving every last amount of green space in North OP.  
Green space is more than a trail by a creek.  (See Meadowbrook - PV)    You 
aren't a leader when your infrastructure is decrepit.  Open - no, unless you a 
Chamber of Commerce member.   OP has failed to support it's public schools 
and has stood by while Topeka has run over local ism of the city and schools.  
Boldness - it can't even execute a Vision for it's main thoroughfare ?  Tall over 
price buildings doesn't make a millennial attraction as you wring the uniqueness 
out of Downtown OP and force out longtime unique business.    The city and its 
staff routinely ignore the voice of the people.   Forward thinking -  open - last to 
webcast meetings - only did so kicking and screaming.

Online
Online 4 4 4 4
Online 1 1 3 1
Online

2 2 2 3

I feel this used to be the case, but have been watching City's around us grow and 
grow smart building areas that make people want to live, work, place and visit 
combining attractions. restaurants, and shopping with hotels and office space.  I 
do not think OP has done that in many areas, if any.  We have places without 
hotels and offices and hotels and offices without anything to do around them.

Online
3 3 3 3

I think Overland Park sees itself as a leader because of a few good choices, but is 
being left behind in the innovative side of things.

Online 5 4 5 5
Online

5 3 5 5

I don't like "boldness" but do like forward-thinking.
I assume that these are our goals and not a reflection of today.  We have a way 
to go to have people from diverse backgrounds engaged in the community.  City 
Council just got only its second woman and I don't think it's ever had anyone of 
color. The First Forward OP had some diversity in the table hosts--not so much 
from other people at the tables.  But it's nice let everyone know we are open to 
more engagement.

Online 5 5 5 5
Online 5 5 5 5
Online 2 1 5 4
Avg 4.21 4.03 4.29 4.40
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ACTIVITY 1 - DRAFT GOALS RESPONSES - Connecting Our People

Source Score 
G1

G1 Comments

1-MRCC 5 "Public transit" is not currently embraced.

1-MRCC 5 We need better public transportation.
1-MRCC 5 Statement is a bit wordy. What is implied by array of civic services?

1-MRCC 4 Recent media on how poorly KS is doing compared to KC Missouri.

1-MRCC 5

1-MRCC 3 Where is the green space? Density? Common area? Sounds almost too literal w/transportation. I 
am in favor of that also. I ranked "3" due to things that were omitted that I feel should also be 
mentioned.

1-MRCC
1-MRCC 5
1-MRCC
1-MRCC 5
1-MRCC 5 A connected city that offers travel choices….Long!
1-MRCC 5 Edit to separate thoughts, seems run-on.
1-MRCC 3.5 Public transportation will not be something embraced by OP outside of good roads.
1-MRCC 3 Shorten this, too wordy!
1-MRCC 5 To meet all of these would spread resources very thin.

1-MRCC 4
1-MRCC 5

1-MRCC 5
1-MRCC 5 Pedestrians and cyclists should have a city that is friendly to them.
1-MRCC 5

1-MRCC 5

1-MRCC 3 Public transit is limited to interact with different areas in O.P.
1-MRCC 5
1-MRCC 5
1-MRCC 3
1-MRCC 3 It's getting better but public transportation especially for the elderly-could be much better. There 

should be more incentive for walking & biking too. 

A connected city that offers choices for travel including public transit, walking, biking, and trails with an 
emphasis on embracing new technologies and future transportation modes as well as opportunities for 
people to interact with each other and with institutions that provide an array of civic services.

Connecting our People

ForwardOP 
Round 2: Community Conversations - Public Input
Includes 10 public meetings, Online, Chamber/Visit OP Boards and Teen 
Council 
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Source Score 
G1

G1 Comments

1-MRCC
1-MRCC 4 Additional emphasis on the arts & Cultural involvement.
1-MRCC 5 I would like to better understand the JO. Could Inter-Urban train be reactivated?
1-MRCC 5
1-MRCC 5
1-MRCC 5
1-MRCC 5 Interaction is most important -- Programs for connecting our community. Can we partner 

w/greater Metro on transportation issues?
1-MRCC 5 Slow in regard to moving ahead with the bike plan today. Should be a goal. City needs to 

implement systems/structures that facilitate pedestrian movement.
1-MRCC 5 Alternate transportation is critical--move away from car. Need to take care of neighborhood 

streets. Do poor job now.
1-MRCC 5
1-MRCC 3

1-MRCC 5
1-MRCC 4 Need to add events as a way to connect people.
1-MRCC 3 Not in favor of high density.
1-MRCC 4
1-MRCC 5 A Metro-wide rapid transportation system would be great. We will need to lead other cities and 

KCMO toward this.
1-MRCC 5

1-MRCC 5

1-MRCC 5 An important part of personal satisfaction is connecting and socializing. We need to bring people 
together.

1-MRCC 5
1-MRCC 5
1-MRCC 5
1-MRCC 5 Look at KCMO and the streetcar.
1-MRCC 3 I can support it if it's in the realm of possibility & reality.
1-MRCC 3 Good idea but what are details? How do you support others --elderly-- Are you prepared to help 

people want to grow old here?
1-MRCC 4
1-MRCC 4
1-MRCC 1&5 Public transit, walking, biking, and trails. This is a big bite! I support parts.

1-MRCC 5
1-MRCC 5
1-MRCC 5 Change is coming whether we want to believe it or not in terms of transportation technology 

including electric vehicles, autonomous vehicles, etc. OP should be prepared to be on the leading 
edge of accepting these technologies.

1-MRCC 5
1-MRCC 5 Early but smart adopter: 1)Public transit 2)Public Space--Green 3) Smart tech options--upgrade.

2-SAGC 4

2-SAGC 4
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2-SAGC 5 O.P. has grown because of its strong transportation system. We must maintain that. Giving people 
transportation choices is a great step in moving forward. 

2-SAGC 5 Making OP easy to commute to the other cities to allow for expansion of cultural & educational 
opportunities may require collaborating with other cities for cooperative building of infrastructure 
safety programs. Looking to a future with many drivers on our roads is mandatory.

2-SAGC 4 The walking & biking trails are an opportunity to connect more people with inter-connecting the 
trails with entertainment areas

2-SAGC 4 services…*and functions*.
2-SAGC 5 As a goal, public transit will still take a lot work to accomplish as that is still in the infancy stage due 

to a lack of density.
2-SAGC 3 I only ranked this low because the statement doesn't recognize the strategic importance of our 

highway/local roads network which will always play a role in the safe/efficient transport of 
people/goods. This is a strong asset and combines with the innovations mentioned above & must 
also be maintained & enhanced.

2-SAGC 4 I like emphasizing choice. OP has the opportunity to "catch up" with respect to public transit, but 
will likely still need a broader regional emphasis on this to make this feasible across the entire 
community & Greater KC region.

2-SAGC 5 Assume this includes driverless cars, electric cars, etc.….

2-SAGC 5
2-SAGC 3 # a connected community. 

I like the future transportation--AV/EV. 
"Institutions" doesn't feel right, seems "old" and "scary"

3-JCCC 5 This would be nice but it will be extremely hard for the city planners.
3-JCCC 2 New technologies and future transportation much too broad--you could saddle future residents 

(taxpayers) with things not needed but wanted for appearance's sake.
3-JCCC 4 Existing technologies can support & improve the underlined portion above ("A connected city...and 

trails"); whether it is done with "new" or "innovative technologies, I don't care. Interacting  with 
our elected official & civil servants could do nothing but help instill trust in our public institutions.

3-JCCC 5 Public transportation that is environmentally friendly and affordable.
3-JCCC 5 Again, as long as the implementation is cost effective. Most not all be paid for by residents. 

Companies doing business in OP must support the vision too.
3-JCCC 4 Mixed use development, residential, commercial, and civic combined that reduce car travel is 

popular.
3-JCCC 5 Trails that connect residents to commerce, education and public amenities allow for not just 

recreational amenity, but functional connections, as well; public transit for work/play is a must!

3-JCCC 5 I support this and see obstacles to that vision because OP is a suburb and was built for cars. I also 
see that we need to involve the state to help us make all of Kansas' cities transportation friendly.

3-JCCC 5 Foot bridges, biking lanes.

3-JCCC 4 I'm a big fan of walkability. The "3rd space" is critical.

3-JCCC 5 The public transit needs to improve (more buses).

3-JCCC 5 I love the idea of biking & making it safe for pleasure or necessity.

3-JCCC 5 5+ I thought of putting 4's for everything else to allow this to show as the highest priority 
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3-JCCC 4 I disagree w/the focus on "future transportation modes" as I think improving built environment to 
support old school biking/walking, less travel distance is more important & more achievable that 
hover craft! Biking/Walking & place making also achieve the goal of connecting rather that isolating 
travelers. 

3-JCCC 5 Transit supported growth is essential. This should be the #1 focus of OP.

3-JCCC 5 I think OP needs some amazing parks (and other gathering destinations) that are then connected 
with a trail system. It needs to be less car focused.

3-JCCC 5 Better trails that go through scenic area and not just around a field for sports.

3-JCCC 5 Maintain sidewalks.
3-JCCC 5 Enhancing Social services for people in poverty and/or high poverty communities.

3-JCCC 5 Improved public transit, bike lanes, sidewalks that make it easier for pedestrians are very 
important. Also opportunity to increase social & civic capital.

3-JCCC 5 We need to make public transit an attractive option. It can help connect people.
4-OPCC 2 Not easily accessible public transit but really no central location to gather or interact, for transit to 

take people to. We have an array of services, but no central location. Younger to middle aged to 
older want to gather, but the city is spread out--no common place to mix.

4-OPCC 5
4-OPCC 5 How do you plan to connect with those citizens who do not have access to the technological 

world?
4-OPCC 3 Great road network, especially south and a few N-S spines. Starting to catch upon bike lanes. Good 

trail network. Poor public transit.
4-OPCC 5 Automobiles are not mentioned, can the city really limit or replace the car. If so, that would be a 

great accomplishment.
4-OPCC 4 Learn from one another. Feels hands-off.

4-OPCC 5
4-OPCC 5

4-OPCC 2 How does civic engagement fit w/transportation concept ->5 People connecting w/each other ->5

4-OPCC 4

4-OPCC 5

4-OPCC 5 Walking communities to enhance personal interaction and certain lifestyles.
4-OPCC 5
4-OPCC 4 We are awfully spread out. North to South = 20miles. Need neighborhoods to be accessible & 

walkable. Public transportation is out of our hands (KC ATA).
4-OPCC 4
4-OPCC 2 Too broad. It's hard to lump public transportation into a goal of helping people interact with each 

other. How does transportation cause people to interact?
4-OPCC 5
4-OPCC 3 Transportation is primarily by automobile. Little public transit. Walking is an after-thought. I like 

the trails we have.
4-OPCC 5 Greenspace, biking, public transport are all necessary for the highest quality of life.
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4-OPCC 4 Connection needs to be both within the city and to the cities in the Metro area around us. 
Improving transportation options/cost is area for big improvement from status quo.

4-OPCC 5

4-OPCC 4
5-SMHS 5 Current JOCO Artist Heritage Center on Metcalf. The only real bus line in OP doesn't have a logical 

way for people to get on and off the bus (and JOCO runs the buses) OP should make pedestrians 
access a priority.

5-SMHS 5 *Prioritize maintaining street trees even with addition of transit options. Connected to other
municipalities to provide options for those living/working in surrounding cities. Identify "heart of
the city".

5-SMHS 5 Would like to know how much people would support investment in public transit & future 
transportation modes. Some of our County Commissioners have been unwilling to invest in public 
transit.

5-SMHS 5
5-SMHS 4
5-SMHS 5
5-SMHS 2
5-SMHS 5 I think this one is very important but going to be tough. I live on the North edge of OP (67th) and 

sometimes find it hard to believe that my colleague at 143rd St. is in the same city. The areas we 
frequent are both great (Old downtown vs. Prairie Fire for example) but don't always feel like the 
same city. This isn't necessarily good or bad.

5-SMHS 5 I was surprised to see the limited Green Space on the city map. OP has one of the worst sprawls in 
the USA. Constraints create innovation…Green Spaces connecting Parks & Neighborhoods.

5-SMHS 4 If big Civic Services include Farmers Market and "Jazz in the Park"-type community  gathering 
opportunities, I agree fully. Would include reference to parks and green spaces.

5-SMHS 5 More opportunities for people to connect with their neighbors. This would include walking trails 
and parks.

5-SMHS 5 A connected city if done in the right way would allow people of all ages, and cultures to interact 
with each other and learn from each other. It would curb violence & crime to almost eliminating it.

5-SMHS 5 I hope that environmentally -friendly & sustainable materials/energy are a part of this idea.

5-SMHS 1 Not only M-F 7-6, not 24/7 . Choices for travel Yes-out of OP on all the highways. Future 
transportation- Not congestion in DTOP

5-SMHS 5 Definitely agree on the need for more transit options. The city should look to reduce its residents' 
reliance on cars. 

5-SMHS 5 I love the walkability downtown OP provides. I would like to see more places in OP connected by 
Public Transportation. Downtown>>One Block South>>Deanna Rose>>Arboretum would be an 
ideal route to connect the North & South Areas.

5-SMHS 4 Connecting needs an emphasis not just on transportation modes & bike/hike/walk. There has to be 
something to be going to --a destination , or series of them that makes the trip worth while. 
Connecting is about what activities, events, etc. give people the opportunity to interact--not just 
dining in the same restaurant or walking the same paths.

5-SMHS 5 Balance needs with both focus on people w/cars & those looking for other transportation means. 
Keep affordable. 

5-SMHS 5 Automatically register voters. If people have easy access to the ballot and voting is 
promoted/expected then people will feel connected to city & each other.

5-SMHS 3 Public transportation may work for commuters from hub to hub, not local. Individual Robot cars 
are future.
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5-SMHS 4 Needs to be a little less wordy.

5-SMHS 4
6-TRCC 4 Should be doing more to encourage and/or provide infrastructure for bike/ped -i.e.: bike lanes, 

bike store to keep up w/what other communities are doing.
6-TRCC 5 Trails are great; need to work on transit.
6-TRCC 5
6-TRCC 5 Communication- OP newspaper to promote city and community activities. Also wide use of 

internet, etc.

6-TRCC 5

7-OPM 4 Connected to greater KC Metro or only connected within OP? Needs some clarification.
7-OPM Clarify "institutions". Would prefer gov't & private sector cooperation, partnerships for a great city.

7-OPM 4 Statement ignores the fact that none of those transport choices are going to replace the private 
automobile!

7-OPM 5 Focus on roads/Infrastructure. Definitely should work on more transportation options. People in 
OP aren't going to give up their cars anytime soon. Need strengthening of current highways-- 
added traffic.

7-OPM 5 I am in favor of trails for fitness and enjoyment so long as they are safe.
7-OPM 5 I would want the city to lead the state in safe, affordable, and handicap accessibility in travel.

7-OPM 5

7-OPM 5 A  primary need-especially the public transit.
7-OPM 5 Greatly improve North Metcalf now--too narrow too few lanes for rush hours. 
7-OPM 4 This is a compound statement. Missing roads for private transport?
8-CRL 4 Keep out self driving vehicles-they are not safe. Keep the traffic congestion down--but don't do it 

by widening and over constructing streets. It's already becoming a "Rush Hour" situation all day 
long…

8-CRL 2 Who will pay for this?? Tax, Tax, Tax.
8-CRL 3
8-CRL 4 Need more enhancement of services. Like the thought but is so not what OP embraces, how about 

more focus on transportation (Buses, etc.) and less on trails & green space, while attractive. It 
excludes a huge portion of OP's population.

8-CRL 5
8-CRL 5

8-CRL 4 5 for first section (up to "trails"), 3 for second section.
8-CRL 5
8-CRL 5
8-CRL 5 But realistically w/o imposing "foreign" culture on O.P. lifestyle that residents do not embrace 

currently, not complimenting community.

8-CRL 5 Trails are not always designed with good designs.

8-CRL 5
8-CRL 5 Public transit for OP is significantly different from public spaces, hiking. How will you offer choices?
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8-CRL 5 Walking trails…Yes! We love this interacting is so important as our society is getting more 
connected digitally but isolated personally in real life. Also, we specifically purchased our house 
because it is walking distance to all the Town Center shops & restaurants.

8-CRL 5 Strongly support, yet at the same time struggle with implementation. Our city and county are very 
automobile centered.

8-CRL 5
8-CRL 5 Ease of mobility is very important for livability, it sets us apart from those cities with a reputation 

for congested traffic.
8-CRL 3 As long as the cost is the main driving point, not personal desires.
8-CRL 5 Public transit, walking, biking, and trails YES!
8-CRL 5

8-CRL 3
8-CRL 4 Walking trails--cafés to enjoy. Retail also. Theatre, festivals, historic bldgs.--retail.
9-MCU 3 seems maybe too broad--going from transportation to institution.
9-MCU 5

9-MCU 5 Public transportation is non-existent. Need ways to get people to support jobs in OP.

9-MCU 4 Support this but where are the roads being mentioned?
9-MCU 5 Would love to make OP more walkable, and like the idea of preparing the city for future modes of 

transit. Potential actions don't include anything about civic connection.
10-BVH 5 I would prefer to see this slightly restructured to focus on continuing to plan for a transportation 

network that adapts to changing technologies and needs.
10-BVH 5 Allow for self driving cars 

Rapid transit options 
Local event that is a natural draw --Coachella

10-BVH 2 What public transit? Have you ever seen anyone in OP get on a bus? Bring in the cable cars & I will 
ride them every weekend.

10-BVH 5 As I attended the large meeting in January, I knew that a city where people could have fun was part 
of the desired goal. I don't see that reflected here in this statement.

10-BVH 5 Again, balance maintaining classical connection methods for us older folks against brand new 
methods.

10-BVH 4
10-BVH 2 Prefer to see individual transportation (vehicles) included in the statement. Need more density to 

be cost effective.
10-BVH 4 Walking trails, green space, welcoming outdoor areas are what I desire. I want to be able to walk or 

bike from home to at least a small grocery store or gas station.

10-BVH 5
10-BVH 2 Too long.
10-BVH 5
10-BVH 5 Would like to see more  trail systems in far south Overland Park. Right now the trails only seem to 

be south at 137th street. 
10-BVH 5 Key word is choices.
10-BVH 5

10-BVH 5 As with any growing city, OP severely lacks public transportation opportunities, with growth in 
density and aging population I hope we have a choice of taking the public transportation 
conveniently.

10-BVH 5 Should encourage people to get outside the house and face to face interaction.
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10-BVH 5
10-BVH 5 Transit & biking are short term needs for sure, connected/ autonomous vehicles are a key in 15 

years!
11-TC 5 Walkability and Bikability
11-TC 1 Too broad - this includes 2 ideas. 5- first part. 1 - second part - do not understand.

11-TC 4
11-TC 3
11-TC 5 Emphasis on "opportunities for people to interact with each other"
11-TC 4 I feel like painting the bike paths on the city roads was unnecessary and a waste of money, 

however, I support ideas that will make a positive difference and improve quality of life. 

11-TC 5 [Public transit] will be difficult because I don't think that our citizens will want to pay for it.

11-TC 5 Need more options like this. 
11-TC 4 Good development of the trail system.

11-TC 5 Transportation is the best that I have ever seen.

11-TC 5 Public transit is something we really need.  Making sur the city grows as the world progresses is 
something that I think the community should work towards.

11-TC 4 Lots of sidewalks and bike trails.
11-TC 4 Most people can only drive for public transportation.
11-TC 3
11-TC 5
11-TC 4
11-TC 5
11-TC 5  Improving public transport is a great idea - how much is needed / already used?
11-TC 5 New transport systems like monorail, as well as more accessible bike lanes.  Specific bike lanes not 

just painted onto a road.
11-TC 5
11-TC 5

11-TC 5 Encouraging citizens to use alternative methods of transport is important.  Bring access to those 
alternatives is a how citizens will use those new methods.

11-TC 5
11-TC 5
12-Chamber 4 Difficult to change current infrastructure - not goal to get everyone to suddenly ride the bus - but 

need to plan and attack what we know will occur.
12-Chamber 3 This statement doesn't include traditional transportation (highways and roads) which will remain 

our support for the foreseeable future and need to intersect with new technologies.

12-Chamber 5 We must connect North and South OP via a public transport and potentially other innovative 
means.  As we establish key "destinations" in / throughout the city - downtown, far South, college 
corridor- we should have accessible biking and walking options.

12-Chamber 5 Bike routes? 
Self-driving cars, farmers market / local producers. 

12-Chamber 5 Transportation is necessary and can be transformative if done in a unique and thoughtful manner. 

12-Chamber 4 This seems like an afterthought ["opportunities for people to interact with each other and with 
institutions that provide an array of civic services").  Authenticity needed.  Increase local 
businesses. 
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12-Chamber 5
12-Chamber 5 As we consider future transportation options, I hope we consider private solutions, such as Uber 

and Lyft, as viable approaches.
12-Chamber 5 Hoping both old and new areas will work towards this goal.
12-Chamber 5 Connected by roads too!  Don't forget that important piece of infrastructure.
12-Chamber 5

12-Chamber 5 Absolutely we must embrace connectivity.  Connected cities will be winners in the next 50-100 
years. 

12-Chamber 4
12-Chamber 4
12-Chamber 4 Don't have to be first adopter - can watch and be early adopter of technologies.
12-Chamber 3
12-Chamber 3 Less focused on public transit and biking - yes otherwise.  Public transit is too expensive and 

unnecessary. 
12-Chamber 5 Connection with people is critical to achieving the vision of welcoming people of all backgrounds.  

The ability to connect and interact with others builds a city of connectedness and sense of true 
"community belonging."  With that comes pride and a desire to do well, we well, and live well. 
[document cut off]

12-Chamber 5 Improve current offerings.  For example, move bust stops, maintenance of trails / bike paths etc. 
for extended availability for people who don't have vehicles.  Longer term- light rail?

12-Chamber 4 Connected is a nice, warm word.
12-Chamber 5 Stronger public transit options, including rail, will be necessary to facilitate movement of workers 

needed for new economy (hotel staff, etc.). 
12-Chamber 5 More specific?

12-Chamber 5
12-Chamber 4
12-Chamber 5 Public transit critical for future of city.
12-Chamber 5
12-Chamber 5 As a practical matter, I don't expect OP to do a lot with new and very expensive public transport 

but enhanced bus lines, shuttles to employers and key locations would be great.  We should 
definitely improve biking and walking experiences.

12-Chamber 4 My only hesitation in not giving this a "5" is that "public transit" can overwhelm everything else 
potentially.

Online 5 this includes appeal to all generations

Online 5
Online 5

Online 5 We need to complete this goal and be the leader in transportation in the KC area.

Online 5 The last mile for biking and bike racks are very important. It would be amazing if the bike lanes 
could be shielded from cars by something, like the City of Vancouver, Canada does: 
http://vancouver.ca/streets-transportation/protected-bicycle-lanes.aspx.

Online 3
Online 5
Online 4
Online 5 Add additional biking/walking trails north of 435
Online 4

47



Source Score 
G1

G1 Comments

Online 5
Online 5
Online 5 Connecting our people and make it easier for a visitor to get around our entire City.
Online 4 I completely support connecting our people, but ignoring the roads aspect of this is a mistake.  

People love OP because it is easy to get around and we have great roads.  We are already falling 
behind with no plan in place to widen 69 from 119th to 159th.  People will leave the city if traffic 
continues to worsen on major thoroughfares.  I am very supportive of the other travel modes 
identified, but do not leave out roads.  Cars will be the primary mode of transportation in OP for 
the foreseeable future

Online
Online 5
Online 5 Imperative that the city looks at ways to ease congestion.

Online 5
Online 5

Online 5 Love walking and biking on our trails!!! We need to make sure we preserve a natural feel in OP! 
Enough of the over sized apartments.

Online 5 Less dependence on cars is a real challenge that we should be facing.

Online

Online 5
Online 5
Online 5

Online 4
Online 3 I am sure other communities are trying new ideas.  Hopefully we can adopt the ones that work.  

I've heard bike sharing has been a problem.  People leaving bikes everywhere and even stealing 
bikes.

Online 5 I am sure there are other communities that have started new initiatives.  We need to find what 
works.  I've heard bike sharing is problematic.  Bikes turn up everywhere and people steal them.   
What about smaller transportation vehicles or even a city Uber?  I'm betting some seniors would 
volunteer to be Uber drivers if their gas/miles were paid.  Talk about connecting people.  That idea 
is off the charts

Online 1
Online 5 We need more paved trails to allow for biking, walking, running, rollerblading and strolling with 

babies in a safe environment without worrying about the fast car traffic.  Please complete the 
Coffee Creek Trail ASAP.  We enjoy the finished 3 miles but would love to be connected to the 
Arboretum rather sooner than later!  It would be also great to have some trails connecting 
communities to schools and more trails connecting communities to the athletic fields. Thank you!

Online 4
Online 5 Appreciate the walking trails that have been developed on Metcalf North and the increase in 

updating older buildings for more activities and commercial opportunities.
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Online 5 Walking and biking trails are very important to health and happiness. We own a business in OP and 
are considering moving to OP from Lenexa. Having easy access to walking trails is a major factor as 
we use the trails in Lenexa on a daily basis. Public transportation is also important as our 
population ages, and for the young that may not want the expense of a car.

Online 5 We have GOT to get some reasonable public transportation options (not buses) built citywide, but 
why can't OP be a leader here for all of Johnson County (and capture the economic impact that 
transit oriented development provides)? The status quo will ensure that we end up as a 
disconnected backwater.

Online 2
Online 4
Online 5
Online 1 This is a stupid idea. We are a suburban area and we use motor vehicles. We need to concentrate 

on maintaining smooth vehicular traffic flow and quiet residential neighborhoods. No bike lanes in 
the street. Bike trails through the parks are fine but keep bikes off the street. Let market determine 
need for future transportation modes.

Online 5 A bike- walk bridge across Metcalf so that those big buildings can be built east of Metcalf and 
people can have safe access to downtown. Every third apartment , should be low rent with a 
philosophy similar to the public schools free and reduced lunch no one knows who is receiving 
help.

Online 5 Beware of the high EMF associated with 5G.  We need to be cognizant of what this is will do to  our 
bodies.

Online 5

Online 5
Online 5
Online 4 Connected communities - each with a type of theme - could accommodate various cultural 

differences or interests of citizens. Like Disneyworld's Adventure Land, etc. Long range 
transportation would connect communities in addition to hiking and biking trails.

Online 5
Online 5 The connecting is important. However, it's also important to figure out what we're connecting 

them to. Certainly, connecting people to people is ultimately the goal. So, ensuring there are not 
only arteries to do this, but also gathering places to encourage engagement will be key.

Online 5
Online 5
Online 5

Online 2
Online 5
Online 5
Online 5
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Online 4
Online 5
Online 5
Online 5
Online 5 Alternative transportation to cars on the roads is great.
Online 5

Online 4 I'd rate this a 5 if not for the "emphasis on embracing new technologies."  I fear that such an 
emphasis may take away from attention to the basics.  New technologies are fine, but we need to 
get the simple stuff right first -- and we have a long way to go there -- street connectivity, safe 
bicycle networks, sidewalk connectivity (and on both sides of the street and separating from the 
curb, for heaven's sake!).  Transit is a nice goal, but with the sprawling and unfocused land use 
pattern, that's going to be a gigantic challenge.

Online 5 A bike share program (much like the new program offered on the campus at KU) near the trails 
would be wonderful!

Online 3 It is also going to have to get rid of traffic congestion.

Online 5 There are a lot of parking lots around our offices. One action the city could take to make things 
more walkable would be to replace some of these surface lots with garages that have retail or 
restaurants on the ground floor. Imagine what the College Blvd corridor would look like if this were 
done there.

Online 5

Online 5
Online 5 Public transportation continues to be a barrier for many people.

Online 5 To attract high technology businesses you have to provide all of the above
Online 4 Simplified version: "A connected city that offers choices for travel including public transit, walking, 

biking, and trails with an emphasis on embracing new technologies and future transportation 
modes to connect people and institutions providing an array of civic services."

Online 5 As we continue to grow offerings and expand the city, we need to ensure we develop 
infrastructure to support smooth and easy ways to get from place to place. We also need to make 
sure the growth is accounted for an build that connectivity into future plans rather than trying to 
insert it later. By then it is too late and the "NIMBY" becomes a real issue.

Online 5
Online 5
Online 5 I love the idea of making OP more pedestrian friendly. Perhaps one day having a streetcar meet up 

with KCMO streetcar would be an amazing feature. Also - please try to attract more grocery stores 
to walk-able areas like downtown OP - that seems to be all that is really missing there.

Online 3
Online 5
Online 5
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Online 5
Online 4
Online 5

Online 5

Online 5
Online 5
Online 5
Online 4

Online 4
Online 3
Online 3 Support needs based not a minority of stakeholders aspirations of the future - our budget must 

align with our needs and expected benefits received for the investments
Online 4

Online 5
Online
Online
Online 5
Online 5
Online 4
Online 1 When the police stop killing unarmed citizens in front of their own homes, and then further 

victimizing the families, then we can talk about fluffy messaging like the above.
Online 5
Online 5 Accessible and reliable transportation for those with disabilities needs to be improved.
Online 4
Online 5
Online 5

Online 5

Online 5
Online 5 Very strongly.
Online 5
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Online 1 THERE IS NO PUBLIC TRANSIT unless you are heading downtown, over to Missouri.  OP is 
dependent on KCATA, from Missouri.  I ride the bus.  It loads up people from OP, Johnson County, 
and delivers people downtown.  We need buses that may pick up at the same sights, but take 
people out 87th street or 95th St to other locations, To Corporate Woods, to the business park on 
frontage road, to the many hospitals here in OP.  The walking and biking trails lead in circles, not to 
an active end site.  

AND MORE THAN JUST M-F/6AM TO 6PM!!!!   Get some buses or trollies for weekend events.

Online 5

Online
Online 2 I see public transit on main roads, not so much on secondary roads.  There are walking and biking 

trails, but no real effort has been made to offer biking lanes on major roads.
Online 3 I'm not sure that it seems reasonable to expect Overland Park to improve its public transport. I 

don't think people would use it since we all mostly have cars.
Online 5
Online 5 I'd hope our city works to further public-private relationships.  For instance, Google Fiber to our 

schools and libraries.  I believe there are solar energy projects/companies where you could utilize 
the footprint (roof space) of our school to generate energy while creating jobs (internships?), 
saving energy costs, all while utilizing capital of the partner company.  I don't think our (public) 
buses are Natural Gas, but out (private) Waste Management trucks are Natural gas which saves 
money, the environment, and is a good example for kids.

Online 5 If the walking, biking, and trails portion pertains to north of 435 also, then that is awesome and I 
agree. However, as I have previously stated, in the past any such improvements have been 
implemented in BV school district areas only. OP often shows how families north of 435 are not a 
priority.

Online 5
Online 3 I don't understand the obsession civic leaders have with bicyclists. Bicycles are great for kids  who 

should be riding on sidewalks and not streets. However, adult cyclists should not be riding on 
streets in today's traffic! It's a danger to both them and the car drivers! This is not 1902 where 
bicycles and automobiles could easily interact in traffic. It just doesn't make any sense to me.

Online 5

Online 5
Online 3 walking, biking trails are great. busses on main streets is fine.

Online 1 If this means having the bike sharing the answer is no.

Online 5

Online 5
Online 5

Online 3
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Online 5 To continue to attract new citizens especially those younger individuals (like myself) I think 
walkability, bike friendly and tech friendly are important.

Online 5
Online 5 WALKING AND BIKING TRAILS ARE NICE- AND WE HAVE PLENTY OF THEM. LET'S FOCUS ON PUBLIC 

TRANSPORTATION AROUND THE CITIES IN THE SHAWNEE MISSION AREA. RIGHT NOW IF I WANT 
TO GO SOMELACE FROM MY HOME TO ANOTHER PART OF JOHNSON COUNTY, I HAVE TO DRIVE

Online 5 This is a great goal that would bring life and opportunity to our community.

Online 3

Online 5
Online 5 This makes sense. Keep it simple and find out where people want to go before making a design 

plan.

Online 5

Online 2
Online 3 Bike trails would be great.   Transportation like buses, trolleys, etc. serve to few people to be of any 

use.
Online 4 strongly support but feel we don't take this goal seriously, I have lived in OP for 25 years and I 

don't know anyone who uses public transportation.
Online 3

Online 2

Online 5
Online 5 It also need to address the crazy driving that is increasing. I don't know if it is from all the new 

people moving here from other states or just a sense of entitlement. Unfortunately, the roads and 
highways are more and more dangerous. I wish there were more patrol cars and that it was more 
difficult to get a driver's license. I hope that texting and driving laws will be enforced more. Thank 
you

Online 5
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Source Score 
G1

G1 Comments

Online 3 Connectivity is important primarily from the aspect of providing efficient, convenient, and low-cost 
means by which residents can easily move between their open residential neighborhoods and the 
more densely-populated work centers.

Online 5
Online 4 ...that provide an array of civic services while using good stewardship practices to protect our 

natural environment.

Online

Online 5
Online 5
Online 5
Online

3 Don't think this is actually operational.
Online 5
Online 2
Online 5
Online 5 Love the focus on biking walking and trails!
Online 4
Online 5
Online 5
Online 4
Online

2
I don't think public transit should be a main goal. While walking, biking and trails are all 
great, I don't foresee the typical Overland Park resident using public transportation.

Online 5
Online 5
Online

5

Rapid transit. Please rapid transit. It may change the layout of demographic, it may 
require more people per square foot, but there are so many more options (like park and 
ride facilities) - it would be a shame to CHOOSE not to move forward by not looking into 
and planning for a rapid transit option.

Online 5
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Source Score 
G1

G1 Comments

Online
5

Online

5

OP is so spread out geographically that a great way to connect its people is through the 
use of intermodal travel.  If we can get to one another by other means than driving, we 
can stay connected.

Online 5
Online 4
Online 5
Online

5
Online

5 Informing and engaging the community and its constituents is always a positive thing!
Online 5
Online 3 attentive to costs; and the level of use of such services.
Online 5
Online 4
Online

5
Love it.  I feel our infrastructure needs to draw us away from our couches and A/C out 
into the community.

Online 5
Online 3
Online 5
Online

2

The city has done nothing to improve the Metcalf corridor north of 87th street in 40 
years.   Is there a Dog park north of 435?    New technology is driven outside the 
government then adopted later.    Civic Services - the lawyers of OP City killed the 
outreach volunteer program to help elderly.  You must go outside the city to Olathe to 
see a program working and caring.    Biking - on residential streets with high speed traffic 
in R-1 areas?  Not a choice - just  a risk.

Online 1
Online 5
Online

1

We  have way more important things to focus on than this. If someone really wants to 
connect they will make an effort to reach out. If they don't, leave them alone. That 
probably is what they want anyway!

Online
4

Since everything is so spread out, a goal of connecting our things to do with the 
residences and visitors would be very important.

Online
5

Public transit is hard. It needs to be seen as safe, comfortable and hip to be used by the 
public. Must focus on getting it right or it will not be used.

Online 4
Online

5 Right now, public transit essentially is only for people who are too young or too old to drive
Online 5
Online 5
Online 1
Avg 4.41
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ACTIVITY 1 - DRAFT GOALS RESPONSES - Caring for Our People

Score 
G2

G2 Comments

5 Great Goal…Significant shortcomings in current policies/actions.

5
5

5 People live here because of the quality of education. They will commute long distances because of this. Cutting back on 
education will screw us all in the long run.

5 Elected officials need to listen to the community when they are not in full support - compromise is needed.

5

4 Be careful here.
5
5
5
4 With the increase of so many apartments people will not be interested in the area/city/neighborhood.
5 Emphasis on education & public safety.
3
4 Many of these qualities fall outside any direct gov't influence &/or programs. How does the city plan to promote these 

goals? How do you support this economically without over -expansion of gov't?
4
5

5
5
5 I would hope that the majority of citizens would strongly support this goal.

5

5
5
5
4
4

A welcoming place, where all people are well taken care of with access to high quality education, convenient healthcare, social 
services, and a safe environment, and where the community works together for the greater good.

Caring for our People

ForwardOP 
Round 2: Community Conversations - Public Input
Includes 10 public meetings, Online, Chamber/Visit OP Boards and Teen 
Council 
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Score 
G2

G2 Comments

5
5 Safe/Day & Night.
5 Of course! Possible?
5
5
5
5

5

5 High quality education is the difference maker, always has been.

5
5

5
5 Like the access to high quality education.
1 I see city of OP is lacking in Supportive Social Services.
4
5 Education is the foundation for all.

5 We have the best schools in the nation, & outstanding medical care. We need to work together to keep & improve upon 
our past recognition!

5

5 World class healthcare and education is a draw to the city and brings people here.

5
5
5
5
4 I like the welcoming.
2 "For the greater good" - Who determines this?

4
4
1 "For the greater good" - How and who determines what this definition contains? Need more detail.

5
5
5 Emphasis on education! We must maintain & build on our educational system because investing in education is 

investing in our future.

5
5 Need more than access--need funds $ to use.

4

5
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Score 
G2

G2 Comments

5 OP is known for its strong education and healthcare.

5 Convenient Healthcare must be tempered to avoid a walk-in care facility on every street corner. OP has displayed a rare 
quality of safety for many years & that challenge to continue must be at the forefront of expansion ideas.

4 Overland Park & Johnson County are nationally recognized for the quality of our education. At the same time we need 
to make sure that our newer generation have opportunities in our community versus going elsewhere.

5 A great goal but cost must be accounted for.
5 Educational opportunities continue in order to meet needs associated with attracting new businesses.

4 The above is all encompassing and just needs a min. tweak to reflect our regional role not just for convenient 
healthcare, but as an innovation that allows us to care for people here, but also draws from a multi-state region (cancer, 
rehab/brain injury, clinical trial, etc.).

4

5 Good to continue education focus with an eye on expansion to other services.

5
4 Maybe add something on green space/parks? I think self care is important as well & being connected to nature.

5
3 What does that mean--people should not be dependent on the city, state or government for their personal care as long 

as they are able-bodied.
5 Emphasis on all minority groups: disabled people, retirees, people of color, non religious and non-Christian people, 

working class, immigrant families. We upper class, white heterosexual, able bodied men already have everything in our 
favor.

5
5 Focus should be to bring in state & federal support & coordinate volunteers in the community.

4

5 This goes without saying.

5 I believe in Universal Healthcare and think we (USA) will go that route at some point. Convenience doesn't matter if 
your healthcare is not affordable. 

5 An addition to LOP for our "blue collar" employees 
New people to city how do we connect them. 
Focus on Mental Health on the Corporate level & beyond.

5 Offer fact based research & conversation about vaccination.

5 We should have ethics subject in school to teach youth behavior. We should be concerned about teen suicide.

3 I think - if we are to be bold-we clarify this in a more direct way- a celebration of  culture, religion/faiths, gender, 
finances  etc. Take me home (mental health issues)

5
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Score 
G2

G2 Comments

4 I don't think OP wants to "take care" of people we want a community that is affordable & accessible for all so they can 
flourish on their own.

3 The best way to take care of our community is investing in high quality Public Transit in advance of demand.

5 I think this is very important & lends itself to more TND's. The codes need to be re-written to better allow for this type 
of environment. 

4 Making sure teachers get training to increase awareness of the children's mental health.

5
Enhancing programs and spending for youth living in poverty. Ex. Extracurriculars, summer activities and programs.

5 Ensuring the well-being of all community members  regardless of sex ,race etc.

5 This is the reason we moved here originally in 2002. I live very near JCCC.
5 agree--many great resources in the community.

5
5 How will this be achieved?

4 Good marks with services. Not sure about the community working together, but I think this is a great step in that 
direction

5

5 Looking around this room I see no people of color. 
To the left are pop. Percentage for O.P. What is being done to engage all people, not just those whose lives can afford 
them the time to come to these meetings??

5
5

5 Add affordable! Great aspiration-we could really be a leader here.

3 Too vague-also missing any sense of history and mention of religious freedom especially.

5 With big focus on Social Services for those most in need. Securing finances for services offered to those who can't afford 
it.

5
5 Already very strong in this area , continue to improve.
5 City doesn't have central education & Social Services- controlled by other governmental entities.

5
5 This is more relatable because all services relate to all people. Currently we do not have adequate social services for low 

income & housing unstable.
5 Shhh…don't tell the republicans!
5 Overland Park is a nice place to live!

5 Truly caring for the people means listening to the people and hearing what they have to say and having city leaders 
work hard to implement our desires.
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Score 
G2

G2 Comments

5 Welcoming Place must be shown in narrative and in data--OP needs to attract more, especially immigrants. High quality 
education is a must. Goal should be to make JCCC best comm. College in the world. Healthcare needs to be convenient 
but also accessible and affordable.

5 Move emphasis needs to be placed on general infrastructure to keep the welcoming strong.

5
5 Basic Health Care in school settings and maybe in recreational centers would contribute to this.

5 "Welcome Academy" should be area/neighborhood specific to encourage walkability & engagement in immediate area 
with general info. on other parts of the city.

4 Should include something about meeting the needs of our growing older population.

5
4
5 What influence does the city have with the schools and its funding to have high quality education?
3
5 Given the size of the city, these amenities need to be carefully placed.

5

4 Would add public service & volunteer opportunity that help build/support community.

5 High quality education is particularly important and is the key to the other things on the list. This includes not only good 
schools, but a culture that attracts well educated people.

5

5 It's difficult to earn support for the greater good when so many individuals & families are struggling. I think OP really 
needs to build a sense of community identity to help spur such civic engagement.

4 Works together--No City Council does not listen to the residents.

5 I wonder how challenging it will be to build a strong sense of community in a large suburb. Large home and lots may 
make it difficult to bring people together more than a block party kind of level.

5 OP Schools are some of the best in the U.S. Our Social Services and Healthcare could be greatly improved though.

5 As the city doesn't provide social services, this goal requires cooperation w/other governmental entities. Need good 
communication methods to make residents aware of what's available.

5 Strong community w/services support for everyone.

5 Zero tolerance for bullying & corruption, How?

4 JCCC 4 year degree.
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G2

G2 Comments

5 Change to "are well cared for".

4
5

5
5
5 As a pastor I am also concerned about the spiritual welfare of our community. Church attendance our own-churches 

closing. Lots of competition on Sat. or Sun. worship times, such as soccer games, especially --Alcohol or drug problem 
also a concern. Crime issues.

5

5 Love this!
5

4 Healthcare and social services need to be more than convenient.

5

4 I am concerned that OP's population is expanding to the detriment of safety.
5 **affordable.

5

5 We must recognize needs of various age groups and family structures, especially education.
5 High quality healthcare; have a hospital medical center in Top 50 in U.S.
1 Not taken care of --Education is not the city government's purpose. Need recreation.
5 Better schools Yes. We use to be one of the top 3 in the nation. What Happened?

Mexico too many from the south of the border--go home America owes you nothing.
4

What measurement will be used for each of these? How do you compare & measure education, access to healthcare…

5
4

5
5
5
4

5 Do we supplement funds? To achieve these goals.

5
5 Gender equality is so essential to ensure safety & justice. Please remember this goal going forward.
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G2

G2 Comments

5 Yes re: community working together for the greater good! Raising/Building engaged citizens.

5 Believe we do this well.

5
4 Not all of these areas are or should be the primary responsibility of the city government. Avoid duplication of services--

partner with county, metro agencies  and other non-governmental organizations.
3
5
5 I support their goal, however, we need to make sure that "taking care of all people" not based on a government driven, 

socialistic  model.
3
4 Very important for all people to benefit.
5
5

5 Safety is a topic which is demanding our attention. The world is changing!

5
5 OP can only succeed w/good people living here. This goal makes that possible. Social services are a big part of the 

puzzle. 
4

5 Colleges/Police/Hospitals/Clinics

3 OP needs to remember our community is active & lively--focus more on protecting those who are out & about 
exercising & being healthy rather than trying to "catch sex traffickers & meth dealers". People are dying on our trails --
get out & walk them --Heaven know it wouldn't hurt any of them.

5 Healthcare needs to be high quality, not just convenient. Perhaps  you could say "excellent" healthcare or "healthcare 
for all people".

5 Does social services include goods & services (grocery store, barbershop) required for a convenient life?

5
3 A welcoming place for people to have the opportunity to access services--cities places do not "take care of" Individuals, 

need to choose services with an eye on the tax base to provide those services.
5 I moved to OP (as opposed to other areas/cities of the KC Metro) for the best education for my children.

5
4 I'd add convenient and affordable healthcare.
5
5

5 All of the above make a city a "place" to be. Not a place to be from.
3 Needs to include "access to affordable housing" this was noted as a top desire but is not embedded in any statement.

5

5
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G2

G2 Comments

5
5 Baby boomers will be dead in 30 + years… is next generation ready to move OP forward?

4
5

5
4
5
5 OP Public schools have a reputation of being the best (esp. when compared to MO), so this should be preserved and the 

schools should continue to work towards improvement and success.

5 Encourage good homes associations and volunteer opportunities. 

5 Need free mental health centers for youth.
5 Very strong education system and safe environment. 

5 We are home to Blue Valley schools, which is in the top 100 school districts.  Also, there are many health services.

5 People need to have access to many vital needs, such as healthcare. 

5 All very high level schools.
5
3
4 Our role - the city - to provide education, healthcare, social services to the residents.
5
4
5 Good investment in education (from my experiences).
5 Public school districts such as Blue Valley represent OP standard of excellence.

5
5 Despite state budgeting and legislation, Overland Park public schools foster growth and education.  Growing up in OP is 

a great privilege and provides a great quality of life. 
5

5
5
5 Education need to continue to be emphasized.

5

5 We need to create purposeful opportunities - (Spaces, attractions, events, etc.) - for people to come together.  In 
coming together we strengthen our community. 

5

4 This is who we ARE - not we aspire to be.

5 Love this part ("Community works together for the greater good"). 
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G2

G2 Comments

5
5

5 Making sure these institutions meet the quality aspired to.  Make them accountable. 
5
4 The goals statement is too broad.  "Well taken care of" is difficult to define and also difficult to measure success.

. This is the base line - like "filling potholes."  We need to take care of basics at a very high level.  If we do that a lot of the 
rest takes care 

5
3 High quality healthcare
4 Keep working to retain young talent.
4
5

5

5

4
5 Currently a strength and anticipate will continue to be.

5 Key words: access, safe, collaborative.  Do we get better?  Or keep them from becoming worse?

4
4
5 Working together is critical for the accomplishment of all goals.  But in and "investment" by all citizens.
5 Statement should encompass some aspect of police and fire protection.
5 I think a lot of this is already in place in OP.

5

5

5
4 I am very disheartened by the amount of multi family housing being built and the transient population it brings to an 

otherwise stable community.
5

5 Education is key!

5
5
4
5
4
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G2

G2 Comments

5
5
5
5 Completely support this statement.

5
5

5
5

5 Would like to see more townhouse/villa type communities as opposed to numerous high rise apartments. Our homes 
are our single greatest investment. As we age many want to own maintenance free housing and not rent!

5

5
5
5

5
5 I am not convinced we are doing a good job with low income people.  I think we are doing a good job with seniors.

5 We are not doing a good job supporting low income people.  We are doing a good job supporting seniors.

4
5 There is a trend in Chicago to have coffee/tea/juice "houses" inside the libraries, thus allowing people to meet and chat, 

not just sit in silence and read.  Its neighboring City of Park Ridge also offers fairs for preschool,  daycare, and summer 
camp vendors to meet the parents.  It would be great to have such innovative programs at our JC libraries, too.

5
5
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G2

G2 Comments

5 In the first community meeting, we discussed how amazing it would be to offer free (or low cost) parenting classes, as 
raising happy and responsible children makes a neighborhood/community/city not only a safer place to live but also a 
happier, cohesive community for everyone. This could really be a game changer to parents, and the future of a 
community, especially with all the single parents who may be struggling in this important role.

4 Quality of life is what makes Johnson County special. I think that younger people like me define this more broadly than 
older generations and that in addition to the things listed above, they include a environment of opportunity on that list. 
This includes opportunities for engagement, community leadership, new businesses and business growth. I feel that in 
the time that I've lived in OP, all of these things have felt generally good, but stagnant to me, and it's unclear how I can 
contribute to making this community a better place--it feels like those conversations happen behind closed doors with 
the leaders of major corporations and real estate developers and the same people that have been in leadership for 3 or 
4 decades. This Forward OP process has been exciting to me because it steps away from that norm, but I'll be interested 
to see if we actually make the big changes this process recommends or if this becomes a document that sits on the shelf 
while we keep doing things the same way we've always done them.

5
3
4
1 Greater good? This sounds like something from Karl Marx. People do not need to be taken care of. Healthcare is a 

private function not a public function. Education should drop Common Core and seek a greater focus on math and 
science. Curriculum should include our Constitution and the importance of self-governance, not government intrusion. 
Teachers should understand civics in order to teach it.

5

2 The statement is too broad for me to have an opinion.

4 I would agree strongly IF the statement..."for the greater good" was removed.  Whatever standard that is used to 
determine the greater good is a disadvantage for the elderly, orphan and disabled.

5
5
3

5
5 Support it, but it seems like an obvious one. I'm not sure who wouldn't support it. But, is it ultimately inspirational and 

does it guide us to where we need to go, or simply recognize an important part of who we are today?

5
5
5

4
5
5
5
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G2

G2 Comments

5
5
5
5
5
5

5 This is the most important thing.  Everything else flows from this commitment.

5 Community fundraisers, neighborhood get togethers and inclusion of volunteer opportunities in the Overview would all 
help promote this goal.

5 Convenient healthcare bothers me. I think that cutting edge healthcare solutions might be better

5 During the meeting I know there was some discussion about how to make the city more inclusive. What is the city doing 
(or planning to do) to help make residents who aren't US citizens feel like a part of the community?

5

4
5 Very important!

5 This goal is admirable goal and one that OP needs to work towards
5

5 We need to take care of people of ALL ages. No more ignoring the elderly. They, too, need meaningful jobs and things to 
do to be happy and vibrant in their later years. At least provide the opportunity. It doesn't mean they have to take part. 
Just don't shut them out. Build more areas which offer an mixture of young, middle-aged and older citizens.

5
5
5

3

5
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G2

G2 Comments

5
5
5

5 Not a sanctuary city and not a welfare city, but a community where people work together, have a vested interest, and 
contribute to having high quality education, convenient healthcare, social services, and a safe environment.

5 It's good to have goals...
5
5
5

5
3
5

5

5

5
5
5
1 When the police stop killing unarmed citizens in front of their own homes, and then further victimizing the families, 

then we can talk about fluffy messaging like the above.
5
5
3
5
5 I put a great emphasis on education in both school districts. Shawnee Mission should be as prioritized as our neighbors 

to the south. Safety is also paramount. I believe these are top reasons people want to live in Overland Park. All 
neighborhoods  should benefit from the best education and a diligent, caring justice department.

4 I need to better understand this broad concept.  I believe 'caring' should not be a 'give away'.  Be careful about 
'entitlements'. The welfare of everyone should not be acted upon by simply giving to those who do not contribute to 
the community.

5
5 Absolutely.
5
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G2

G2 Comments

4 This statement is true for the people, the residents, but the power people in City Hall do not listen to their voters.  City 
hall does not listen to the residents.  Very sad situation.

5

5
3 I cannot comment on this.  It seems that all have an opportunity, but not being a minority or other ethnicity I cannot 

comment.
5

5
5

5

5
2 I've already offered my opinion on this issue.

5 This also should be a recognition that OP does have homeless families. How does that support look? They are part of us 
and we should not forget about them.

5
4 JCCC is great. As are schools. Let's keep tax dollars towards infrastructure and schools instead of helping out developers.

If you really want to care for your people you would stop taxing them to the point they need to move.

5 Involvement of people of all ages and walks of life is key to a thriving and welcoming community environment.

5
5

4
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G2

G2 Comments

5 Education and safety have been pillars for OP for a long time. They just need continued investment to ensure they stay 
that way.

4
5

5 I very strongly support this goal, but don't believe we will come close to achieving it if working people can't afford 
housing in our city.

3

5
The above is not saying anything. I believe in an integrated school system-social services-healthcare network-police 
system that takes a proactive approach that undertakes counseling, rehabilitation, and work orientation in preference 
to court first and damage control after. I also think that support for non-confrontational community police interactions 
in high crime areas, as well as drive by police patrols in residential sections can improve security for the city.

5

5 Overland Park needs to become more welcoming and eliminate bans on pets purely based on breed.

4 I believe we have strong schools, hospitals, social services.

4 I support it but don't see it in action. I understand the veterans need a little extra help but they shouldn't be allowed to 
get off on a violent crime with diversion. I do not feel safe or protected here.

5

5
It depends on what you mean by caring for all people. If it means illegal immigrants then my answer is no. Not that we 
would turn them away, but they can not vote or take advantage of access to services that are reserved for citizens. 
Otherwise, I absolutely agree with this statement.

5
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G2

G2 Comments

5

5
5

5
5
5

2 Not operational.   Aspiration only.    We are not taking care of poor elderly and those needing medical care.
5
4 A safe environment is vital to any future plans.
5
5
3
5
5
4

5 This matches Overland Park perfectly.
4
5

5
4 I hesitate at the social services, does this mean free handouts? then no.

71



Score 
G2

G2 Comments

5

5
5
3
5

5

5

More of this needs to be done. Prior to New developments being built, city  needs to include the surrounding 
subdivisions in a discussion. Listen to their ideas as to what they would like to see in the neighborhoods. If you continue 
to omit them they are likely to move to other cities.

5
5 and controlled costs
5
4

5
5
5
5 Transportation for elderly and disabled .

4

As also on number 1.   OP Cares, well not really.    OP legislative mission statements have mainly supported educational 
opportunity for JOCO alone at the expense of other areas.   Short sited as  your workforce comes from state-citywide.  
You love to bus those workers in but kick them to the curb.  Does OP support or advocate for a living wage?     Social 
Service - and Ed cut by Topeka while OP leaders cowered.    Healthcare is at best mediocre as best facilities are in urban 
corp.

4 Ms. Stallings and legal killed OP volunteer program for elderly like Olathe does
5

1

3 I think we do a good job of this now... I am not sure this needs to be a focus but maintenance.

3 Is this about being welcoming or caring? I believe we should be both, but they are too different goals.
5

5

I thought we had such a place (regarding quality education and safety) but then we started having homicides for hate 
and Johnson County legislators who want to dismantle public education and allow people to carry guns.  Let's take back 
our county and state!

5
5
3
4.631
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ACTIVITY 1 - DRAFT GOALS RESPONSES - Strengthening Our Quality of Place

Score 
G3

G3 Comments

5 Development in Downtown O.P. will soon reduce my neighborhood's Quality of Life…

5 OP needs to make all areas more accessible: better sidewalks, more & better crosswalks.
5 True mixed use seems highly desirable. Not develop versions of "mixed use" which is frequently adjacent land uses 

separated by a major road. Will require more than 1 story buildings.
4 Downtown OP rebirth, Corporate Woods activities, JOCO events, etc. Make this a great place

5

5

5 Who wouldn't?
5
5
5
4 No More Apartments !!! More homes are needed.
5
3
5 This needs to begin with a better planning & development process that includes community consideration & input & 

not just the developers' agendas.
4
2 We are planning for too many mixed use developments and sacrificing our existing charm in the efforts!

5 Redevelopment derails this North of I-435.
4 Does Overland Park have a 'sense of place?' due to its size? I think it will always be a decentralized city.
5 Strengthening quality of place improves the quality of life but requires embracing diversity of citizens, life styles, 

cultures to establish a high quality live, work, play community.
5 The new rental properties are good in improving the downtown area. The rental rate level is aimed at a higher income, 

which helps downtown merchants. Overall the city probably has too many rentals. Older apartment complexes and 
rental homes need to be watched closely -Affordability is good but many have attracted troubled families/tenants 
from KCKS and KCMO.

5
5
5
4
4 It's getting there.

A high-quality, sustainable built environment that offers a variety of choices including neighborhoods that offer the 
opportunity to live, work, and play.

Strengthening our Quality of Place

ForwardOP 
Round 2: Community Conversations - Public Input
Includes 10 public meetings, Online, Chamber/Visit OP Boards and Teen 
Council 
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G3

G3 Comments

5 I do not support the development of an "entertainment district" in downtown O.P. 
4 Quality/Well "Maintained" long term.
5 Of Course!
5
5
4
4 Quality is the primary concern of mine. 

5

4

4
4 [Illegible]…but quit destroying evidence of the quality already here.

5
4

The city is renewing the quality of life with over-building.
4
4 While multifamily housing is necessary for many, an eye to density is important.

5 All areas of OP need to have the opportunity to enjoy life & have fun as we work together!

4 Cost of living.

4 We bring people together in safe, healthy houses. We have the chance to build from the ground up.

5 Affordable housing is important.
5 Cost of living.
3
5
1 What does sustainable built environment mean? It's unrealistic.
2 Need to ensure ways to help the community to grow a "community" and not individual people living side by side.

3 Not if it resembles the Brookridge Development proposed.
4

A high -quality/Variety of choices: Define -  Needs boundaries, High cost?

4
5
5 Emphasis on Green Space & parks.

5
5 Where people can meet each other as part of daily life, a community major center & neighborhood centers where 

people can get together in a public space.
Affordable housing.

5 OP needs to continue to add character. We need to improve the look & feel of our shopping, streets & neighborhoods.

4 We have many opportunities for housing, recreation and entertainment; we need more focus on attracting arts and 
culture.
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5 OP is made up of individual neighborhoods that can not be neglected. 

5 The rules overseeing The Quality of housing & the "quick fix" with apartments must be addressed with regard to 
internal as well as external safety & oversight. Including Landlord rules.

4 This is an area where O.P. can enhance its effort, particularly in the area of providing sustainable & resilient built 
environment. We're good but we can be better.

5 "Sustainable" means too many things to different people. Affordable is left out of the goal.
5 The community is starting to develop true areas that enhance the live, work, play theme.

5

4 Again, I like the emphasis on choice. Many residents, current and future, may want to continue to have traditional 
neighborhoods.

5 Perfect. Our neighborhoods/single family homes have a great foundation, but critical as forward--thinkers to consider 
variety as future. 

4
4 Arts & green space.

5 Don't like the wording "live, work, and play", never have.
2 Do not want inter urban neighborhoods all through O.P.

4 Yes! Let me live a full, flourishing life w/o making me get in my car & drive everywhere to live work & play.

5
4 If cost effective. Not supported by additional taxes.

5 The term "quality of place" is not something I have heard before. Quality of Living or Quality of Environment instead?

5 TOD w/mixed use development!! Fixed infrastructure rail @ the regional level that travels to areas of dense 
development w/a car/bike share amenity that disperses population to less dense neighborhoods.

3 Again, you need to include "affordable" housing. You can't get diverse groups of people w/out this.

5 Entertainment District near the Convention Center is a must in order to sustain the city but to also grow the area to its 
potential.

5 Adequate funding for current infrastructure maintenance/replacement is very important.

5

5

5
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5 Yes! I might add an adjective like "lovable" to describe the neighborhoods or maybe distinctive.

3 Public Transit is essential to sustainability. Invest in advance of demand.

5 I think OP has a long way to go on this one. The City Council needs to have stricter guidelines on what they allow. No 
more 20 year strip malls & big box stores

4 After Danielle read the other statements something to think about is, Home value, if one home is 200K and the one 
next door is 80K how will appraisals look? Also think about the term keeping up with the Jones' that may put pressure 
on people to live outside of their means.

5 Parks, greenery, Arboretum

5 We already seem to do well- let's continue to do so as our demographics change. 

5
4 pretty spread out --again need a place to gather.

5 I would add that the "built environment " would include preserving green space, when possible.
5 Concerns re: the development near the Metcalf & 79th & 80th streets, and how the high rises are impacting this 

historical area of the city.
3 Challenges w/sustainability, affordability.

4 Not sure what a "built environment" means. If it means more building, we need to make sure that "build" is quality & 
forward thinking.

4 Sustainability?? In all income groups.

4
2 This statement reads too general to me. The phrase live, work, play is broad and has bee overused. I.e.: every mixed -

use development
1 Too generic! What about art/things to do/activities?

5 Mixed use residential & commercial is fine but let's not lose all of our quiet residential community areas.

5

5 5
5 first home buyers- more affordable options. More entertainment options---entertainment district?
4 Emphasis needs to be on neighborhoods that have reasonable access to work & play, but not necessarily co-located.

5 As long as this does not mean just a bunch of apartments mixed in with office buildings and retail.
5 mixed cost

5 I support this but the statement needs to include art & culture. Weak Goal Statement-this one needs work.
4 Affordable home ownership is difficult.

4 This is achievable, but not at the expense of ruining the best things in an area has going for it-- which is what we are 
seeing in downtown :(
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4 Most important in this category is housing. To grow into best version of OP, there should be a 25% increase in housing 
over 10-25 years; at least half should be less than $250,000 houses or median rent or lower apartments.

5 Environmental areas are horribly trashy…streets, major travel routes, some neighborhoods. If areas are not major part 
of the city's jurisdiction, then OP should be instrumental in improving the environmental setting (this seems to be 
forward movement).

5
5 Upgrade the OP farmers Mkt. by moving if a bit South in Downtown OP to take advantage of new parking garage in 

new development.

4 Also with focus on maintenance and preservation of older areas of OP.

3 Need compassion and affordable housing.

5
4
5 How do you make the developers build entry level homes, they don't want to give up their profit margins?
3
4 Maybe add learn? Learn - encompass arts & culture. Do these things safely? Statement is kind of generic - you live, 

work and play in any neighborhood. Do we want to specific items within certain areas? 

5

5 Full Support

5 There is a strong need for condominiums and other opportunities for people to own homes that are not necessarily 
single-family units.

5

5 I'm all for new housing & renovation projects-provided there are opportunities for low-income families to benefit & 
take advantage of them as well.

5 As It Is--Stop tearing down historic OP! We do not need a P&L district!

5 I believe there is an unmet demand for affordable multi-family housing built to quality standards. Rentals are either at 
the low end or high end. The middle has seemed to disappear. 

5 OP is in need of an outdoor concert venue. Something much smaller than Starlight Theater, where local and national 
acts can perform.

5 OP is greatly lacking in new development (or redevelopment) that provides affordable housing choices for lower 
income levels. Avg. home prices keep plenty of people from living here. 

5 Like idea of "pocket communities" in city. Walking to work & play & live.

5 Must consider climate change; heat and drought, storms of greater intensity.

4 Avoid congestion. Cramming 400 living units into a space that would hold 4-8 homes 100x trash, 100x sewage, 100x 
electric consumption, 100x water usage.
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4 High quality sounds like expensive--maybe just quality is enough.

5 Parks, Public/Civic Spaces.
5 Offers many opportunities for the Inc, work & play --but could do more for special event & community gathering 

spaces.
5 Need to connect mixed use developments with public transit.
5
4

4 This seems good for new or redeveloped areas, but what about the established neighborhoods where this isn't 
possible?

3 People will interpret this as green building only.
5 add "beauty" in theme.

Don't support now, but would if more nice. Statement should include reference to arts and culture--as a stand-alone 
goal, it in no way says that art and culture are important.

5 Moving away from bedroom community mentality.

5 I want OP to be a place filled with art and nature.
4

5 Like to see more stand alone villas (not twin villas) a communities for residents age 50+-- that pricing would be less 
expensive than a 4 bedroom 3 bath conventional home.

5 Repair and sustain what we have.
5 Add recreation places--lakes; waterways; compete with Lake of the Ozarks; Grand Lake (OK)
5 Meaningless statement. Need culture, art, recreation. Need green spaces, crime prevention.
5 Yes, but on Overpopulated -- More Green Space needed.

We have these now.
4

OP needs high emphasis on sustainability& recycling. There is clean up service but it is clunky and cumbersome. Make 
it easier and more accepted.

5
5 Quality of place & connectivity are closely tied--having access to high quality neighborhoods that provide community 

engagement/gathering opportunities.
5
5
5
3 Too much emphasis on high-density, high-cost, huge living building w/o taking into account necessary amenities & 

availability for those who earn under 75,000, necessary infrastructure. Some bldg. look like prisons (site architecture).

5 Should have easy access by having transportation available more than just working hours.

5
5 Do we aim to be a "smart city"? Or a suburban oasis?
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5

5 We must do this to remain viable.

5
5

3
5
5

4
4 Exactly to benefit residents & visitors.
5 Use of the word "affordability"? Should this be included?
4 This is important but a bit vague.

5 Quality of life is supported by opportunities to play!

5
4 Sustainability is the key! The term " live, work, play" sometimes makes me nervous. Don't want to isolate 

neighborhoods.
5

5 Rebuild older neighborhoods
Mixed use
Older citizens

3 Our environments are filled w/abandoned buildings & businesses --bring back & fill structures instead of filling green 
space & you'll be golden--that's what pisses off OP residents

4 This is a poorly written goal statement. I think I know what you mean but it is not clear.

5

3
3 Living, working and playing in the same area creates "bubbles" and closed areas.

5 I agree that we need a sustainable environment and want OP to continue developing additional entertainment 
districts to provide plenty of arts, culture and things to do right here (and not have to go to downtown KC). However, 
neighborhoods that offer "live, work, and play" don't seem sustainable.

5 OP is very limited to lower income families especially in housing
3 Quality of place = safety of place. That concept needs to be incorporated into this goal statement.
5
5 Would like to see higher quality building designs and for OP to raise the bar on design quality and types of businesses 

they build on our major streets…
5 Again, they key word is "choices" If you have no choice, then why be there?
4 This is another spot where "choices" could include type & cost of housing.

5 This is a must, with growth, OP will experience higher housing prices, eventually driving people out with lower 
incomes. Various types of housing choices neighborhoods will allow people to consider moving to OP.

4
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5
5 How many more $1500/mo. >>$2500/mo. apartments do we need to build in OP…focus on more affordable housing 

choices too!
5 Transportation from Goal I, enhance sustainability as well
5 Support but would prefer the above changes ("…variety of <<living and working>> choices, like neighborhoods…"). 

5
4
4
5 I believe there are a whole lot of apartments being built and that have been built and perhaps they are not in the city's 

best interest.  

5 Affordable housing is necessary to attract first time home buyers.  But making these homes available may require 
investments by the city to help with the down payment. 

4
4 I  like the development of places like Prairie Fire that offer a good variety of activities and services. 

5 Very sage, and high quality life.

5

5 Neighborhoods have club houses and parks.
5
4
5
3
5
5 Great parks and trails!
5 Reduce pollution and environmental sustainability is important.  New motto (Together / United, into the future).  

4 Needs more urbanism.
5

5

5 Sustainably*, not sustainable built?
5
5 Must be flexible to fully attract the best possible work force.

5

5

5

4

5 Play is a messing component now.  Are arts and entertainment encompassed in this now.  
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5
5 How are we considering social issues, such as affordable housing and poverty as part of our goals??

5 Working hard with developers on this.
5
5 Add "visit" to the statement. 

5 We need stronger connected neighborhoods.  Wherever we can replace cul-de-sacs with connected streets we should 
do this. 

4
4
4 Keep variety in development.
3
4

5

5

4 With so many larger buildings going up, we should be careful not to forget small business development. 
4 OP has been a place to work and live.  Needs to become a work/live/play center.

5

4
4
4 Agree to the extent economically feasible and beneficial.
4 Housing should be affordable for lower income ranges.
5 Affordable housing should be emphasized, limiting the number of new subdivisions that consist entirely of large 

homes.

5

5 affordable housing and slightly denser housing to meet the changing needs of population AND workforce

5
5

3 As long as this is not just places for young people with money. We need to make sure we have plenty of walkable 
areas with amenities for seniors as well.

5

1 I want to live in a suburb. If I wanted 'urban living' I would move to Kansas City.
5
5
5
5
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5
4
5 And visit.
4 I've never heard the term "built environment" and doubt most people have, so would suggest a different term that 

people understand.  The statement under "Strengthening our Quality of Place" seems very broad, the goal seems fairly 
narrow.

5
5 Ensuring we have housing for people at different levels of the socio-economic scale. We also do not want to price our 

senior adults out of their homes a isolate them in senior-only housing.
5
5

5 Same comment as above!

4

The most important Goal! I have great concern over the growing problem of litter along highways that run through 
overland park.  I am a 30-year resident who has actively participated in volunteer efforts over the years to clean hi 
ways and streams of litter.  The problem is getting worse.  Many I speak to about this agree.  I would like to help 
specifically with this initiative!  Ava Christie 816-809-8508; avamchristie@me.com

5
4
5 I'd like to see the environment called out somewhere.  There is a hint of it here with "sustainable" built, but I don't 

know if that means environmentally friendly to most people.  I'd like to see something about being a green or 
environmentally progressive city somewhere.

3
2 I think we are already doing this, and apartment living has exploded.

2 Not sure I really get this.  I imagine there are areas of OP that are not as well connected, however from where I live I 
can bike/walk to many places that include entertainment and shopping, etc.

Maybe the question is how do we get people to walk places instead of drive?

5
5 We are lacking in woodcraft (none exists in all of KC metro due to the expensive liability insurance), gardening, cooking 

and well-being classes for the youth.  The JCCC has a culinary school, which is NOT open to middle schoolers for the 
summer.  Although private vendors do offer cooking, it is too expansive for many.  The local schools offer some 
culinary experience but the scheduling choices are too restrictive and often keep many out of the programs.  It would 
be great if the local schools would offer such programming in the summer for a reasonable fee for those wanting a 
well rounded learning experience

4
5 Overland Park has updated many parks and created others which has enhanced local neighborhoods and created 

more family venues.
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5 100%

4 I think this is a big opportunity to reinvent a suburban lifestyle in a modern age that is more sustainable, connected, 
forward thinking and collaborative than McMansions and superhighways and Sprint.

5
5
4
1 Allow builders build according to codes. What is your idea of sustainability? Do you even know what that means? 

Maintain a building, planning and zoning functions in City Hall. Let the market decide residential density, recreation, 
entertainment, amenities, arts and culture.

5 I love and use my little neighborhood park.

5 Stop building these huge mega apartment buildings.  We are cramming too many people into too small a space.  All 
these building are doing is making other people rich at the expenses of our community; I feel our Council is selling out 
to the big developers.

5

5
5 Some of this focus should be on the older neighborhoods, not just south of College Blvd.
4

5
3 Again, certainly a worthy goal. But, it doesn't get specific enough to truly motivate a shared vision (in my opinion).

5
5
5 An important part of this is supporting arts at all levels. This includes public art and performances as well encouraging 

entrepreneurs who want to open galleries, music venues, independent and unique cafes and coffeehouses.

4
5
5
5
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5
5
5
5
5
5

5 Again, this implies a BIG change in business as usual.  Somehow the City will have to figure out how to reinvest in 
declining neighborhoods and commercial areas that have been undermined by the uncontrolled sprawl to the south.

5

3 Sustainable neighborhoods where people live in multigenerational relationships so that neighborhoods are diverse in 
age and population. GREEN SPACE IS IMPORTANT.  Places to play, eat, shop and work.

5 I don't know if this is already being done, but it would be a good idea to use native plants in any city landscaping along 
roads or in other public areas. This could help give OP a more unique look than simply 'generic beige suburb' while 
also helping to sustain the local ecosystem.

4 I embrace this concept, but am concerned about over-building.  There are too many vacant, empty storefronts, but 
more are being built.  Density of housing - particularly multi-family structures - are a concern.  I wouldn't want to see 
Overland Park become a community of high-rises.

4
5 Affordable housing does not appear to be a high priority of developers and builders. We need more affordable 

housing units!
5
5

4 Quality of place is good. Just don't go overboard with it. A good balance of work, play and living is what's needed. 
Having five locations for the same store in OP seems excessive.

4
5
4 I strongly support this but I wish something was in there about also preserving our past. I say this because there is a 

fine balance between all the development that has been going on where I live in downtown overland park and the 
historic neighborhoods. We have something truly unique in the KC area, a beautiful and well preserved historic 
downtown. Finding a way to breathe in new life while preserving the architecture I think will be key to success.

3
5
5
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5
3
5

5 Choices for senior living that are economically feasible.

5 And that is affordable and possible for ALL residents, not just the 1%.
5
5
4 Our neighborhoods and schools are the most important thing. Apartments and retail space need to be cut back or 

downsized.
5
3
4 Private enterprise with less restrictions on businesses will help solve this - less restrictive regulation and slow down of 

private projects is needed
1 Residential neighborhoods are no place for large development. Listen to the voice of Your residents. We are quickly 

becoming an over developed commercial city who will soon be unable to support all of this development. We HAVE to 
stop footing the bill for developers dream. If they can't afford to build it properly including the infrastructure 
necessary. Then plans should not be approved

5

5
4
4
1 When the police stop killing unarmed citizens in front of their own homes, and then further victimizing the families, 

then we can talk about fluffy messaging like the above.
5
5
3
5
5

5

4 I
5 And equitable throughout the city. Older areas should have as much access to quality as the newer ones.
5
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2 The way the over development is going, the only choice for living will be apartment living.  Owning a home with a yard 
will not be an option in Overland Park soon.

4 I agree with the core statement. I do not like buildings that are so close to the street (like Avenue 80). Great 
neighborhoods with sidewalks, affordable housing, and shopping nearby is my vision

4
2 The community efforts of OP seem to be directed at everything south of 75th street.  There are a few parks north, but 

no community centers other that those offered by other cities.
4

5 There also needs to be affordable living.
5

5 I would like to see Vision Metcalf in this goal. Not enough is being done to revive this area (again, north of 435). And, 
approving the construction of more apartments is not improving access to housing. The 2000+ units that have already 
been approved for the Brookridge development will be the downfall of this area (and is a clear indication that the 
majority of council members really do not care one bit for the families north of 435). It is the single biggest reason we 
are considering leaving Overland Park

5
5

4 I really like this but I do not want our city to be overdeveloped. It's okay for us to obtain some of these features in 
adjoining communities/cities.

5
2 Overland Park already has a great quality of place. Lining developers pockets is not sustainable..

Stop with the mixed use communities. It is not working.

5

5
5 I support this strongly however feel like the City is already in the process of doing the exact opposite.  Specifically the 

Brookridge Development that is going to cause a congested and messy situation for those of us that 
live/work/frequently travel around the 103rd and Antioch areas.

4
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5 This is the most important aspect of our city in my opinion. We need to continue to drive our identity and brand. That 
happens by forward thinking, bold moves. Identifiable neighborhoods with personality, and fun ways to engage the 
community. 

We need more the continued investment in pocket parks (although those are great too) let's get some larger more 
signature parks. 

To my friends and co workers who live in midtown, downtown, river market, Brookside, Waldo, they do it because of 
the personality. 

Asking those individuals what do you think of when I say Overland Parkâ€� the closest thing you may get is the Farmers 
Market. 

Let's continue to create unique, fun, family friendly, experiences with signature parks and other areas of interest. Let's 
5
5 It would be nice to have museums and other cultural spaces that do not cost an arm and a leg for admission

5 I agree, but right now "variety" seems to be what color of granite in the kitchen and how many ellipticals in the on-site 
gym. Opportunity seems to be the opportunity to pay rents that a high percent of Johnson County residents cannot 
afford.

5

5
4 This translates into a green urban experience. It can work and be very pleasant. The lining of Metcalf with trees is a 

very good first step. I lived in Metro DC area for four years and the traffic issues there are well known. What is less 
well known is how having beautiful medians and nice trees on the side can lessen stress and improve the experience 
of slow traffic.

5 I believe in maintaining a high standard of housing.  I do not agree with rezoning green space areas to provide more 
office space and high rise apartment buildings which will cause  overpopulation of the schools and neighborhoods.

5 Need more green space and bike trails, NOT bike lanes.
1

4 I think KC offers a wide variety of choices for neighborhoods, employment and entertainment

3 Sounds like a good idea but let's see it in action

Stop building apartments!

5
4

5
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4

5
3 But shouldn't green space and natural bridges that allow the survival of other species be included rather than just 

building without regard for the survival and diversity of other species?  It would be good to provide that opportunity 
in an environmentally friendly way in balance with the natural world.
The goal sounds good, but I think we're missing the mark.  For example, the construction occurring  on the east side of 
downtown OP.  The atmosphere which makes that part of OP so enticing is being smothered by the construction that 
is going on.  The whole area, including 80th &amp; Metcalf, looks like some expanding cancerous tumor that is 
enveloping and destroying the "feel" of the downtown area.  Such a shame! 

Another example is in the planning stage.  Price Brothers wants to build a 6-story, 500-unit apartment complex at the 
corner of 127th &amp; Metcalf.  That is way too much for that area.  It will also increase traffic on an already very 
busy street.  I have been watching the developing of this project, and some aspects appear to be questionable.  For 
instance, I've heard that a traffic study has been done and that there will be no noticeable change.  It's my 
understanding that the study was done by Price Brothers --  the developers which obviously have a vested interest in 
the complex.  Why was the study not done by an outside, impartial company?  This is only one example of the way this 
project is being conducted -- there are others.  At this point, I have to wonder about the ethics involved, as well as the 
impact of the homeowners in that area. 

I have taken several drives around the southern portion of OP recently to look at other areas under construction.  
There appear to be many apartment-type units going up.  Is anyone keeping track of the  community's true need for 
the extent of this construction?  Is there any discussion about the vacant buildings that are present in the community?

3
5 ...and beauty.  Street trees should be required on all streets.
4

2 Little housing for those in need.
5
1
5
5
3
5
5
4

3
I feel like this is a good goal to strive for. OP residents would love to stay in OP to play, but that factor is seriously 
limited.

5
5

5
Again, live work and play would go further with rapid transit options. Giving people the option to live without owning 
a car - if they so choose.

5
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5
Depending on market research, it might be nice to have another facility or two for conventions, shows and expos, etc., 
much like the Overland Park Convention Center.

5
As we move forward, we need options for our ever growing community and populace.  Not only housing options, but 
options that allow us to be our individual, unique selves.

5
4
5

5
I support this but again please leave the quaint historic old downtown op alone. Add this stuff throughout other areas 
of op, not in the old downtown area.

2

I feel this is currently over developed and unnecessary at this point. There are numerous vacant shops in shopping 
centers ....yet the city continues to allow more apartments stating they are close to shopping and work. The current 
trend does not encourage residents to venture out of their neighborhood and explore our city.

5
4 aesthetics/beautifully landscaped green space; lots of it.
5
3

5
I like what is going on in downtown OP but wonder how we can get less dense neighborhoods to be more walkable to 
fun amenities.

5
2 We have too many apartments being built in OP.
5

Live, work and play.   You can't live in an R-1 neighborhood and feel safe OP won't sell out your quality of life for the 
next developer.   TIF for apartments that offer no equity.   Young generations that tire of paying landlords will look 
elsewhere.   OP need to look to the NW corner of its boundary  85-75th St west of Antioch to see a large rental ghetto 
that it is only to eager to repeat again and again.   What about TIF for small eco friendly single family/single res 
housing.   Arts and Culture- Prairie Fire in a word.    JCCC yes,  Downtown KC certainly.  Recreation - only if your willing 
to drive south of 435.   City never has done much beyond Matt Ross for anyone in North OP.    Things are done 
differently and to lower standards up north.

1 Is this mixed use - we don't need more retail or apartments
5

1
You are trying to cram things down the throats of the residents of O.P. that they don't really want. We don't have to 
be "just like every other neighborhood". That is what makes us unique!

5 I would add Visit to this statement.

4
And visit. Attracting people from out of town will help sustain the amenities. These may be regional day visitors or 
overnight travelers.

4

5
Variety is a key word, so we have some people in multipurpose areas and some who can enjoy the suburban 
neighborhoods.

5
3 There needs to be more focus on community support rather than constant commercial building.
5
4.42
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5 TIF dollars need to granted only when the TIF Dollars produce at least as much benefit to City/Community as those $ 
given up . TIF must be offset by selling off of failed development. Part of price to buy failed development must be 
refund on TIF Y Granted. Place liens on TIF Projects. (Until TIF expires).

5 Be sure to include affordable housing for low income workers.
4 ED funds are used too frequently for greenfield projects. If we achieve the other visions the economy will follow.

5 Invest in current areas, College Blvd, Metcalf, 95th St. to continue to see growth.

5 Over-building is not the answer to attracting investors-use of tax incentives are handed out too easily. Reuse of existing 
is beneficial repurpose.

5 After people worry about development taking away the quality of life. It's important to remember that the 
benefit/purpose of a strong economy is to improve Quality of life, it enable it.

5
5
5
5
10 This is the most important. Without a strong economy none of the other goals will be obtained.
4
4 Jobs bring us to the KC metro area. Quality of place & "caring for people " attributes is what brings/keeps people in O.P. 

Inter-city cooperation (no border walls) would help & conserve tax dollars.
5
5 Our economy relies too heavily on property tax & sales tax. We need more businesses to share our burden. 

Development has focused too much on apartments & other residential. We need industrial, manufacturing, something 
other than law offices and a smattering of banks & intellectuals. Where are the jobs for people who would rather have 
an active job than something requires a PhD?

5 TIF Is the only investment I've seen. OP shouldn't be in the loaning money business to developers.
4 Keeping taxes reasonably low should be a high priority!
5

5

5
5 Not in my backyard!
5
4
5

A strong economy anchored by a diverse job base and positive city image that is attractive to investment allowing for a high 
quality of life for all people.

Enhancing our Economy

ForwardOP 
Round 2: Community Conversations - Public Input
Includes 10 public meetings, Online, Chamber/Visit OP Boards and Teen 
Council 
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3 At what cost to the city?
5
5 Of Course!
5
5 That doesn't mean I think we need to give nudge incentives to businesses.
5
5

5

2 If we take care of the three items above, the jobs will come. Business will come. They go where people want to live.

4 Higher Standards for TIF
4 Strong start. Our connection to railroad, aviation and private transportation - we can make good use of this.

5
4

The big tall buildings are ruining the downtown image.
4
5 Education and Transportation are key elements.

5 We need to have the high level of jobs, & offer other jobs in trades & financial stability incentives & growth 
opportunities in all areas! Promote small business in OP KS.

4 Consider all walks of life--cost of living single parent, elderly citizens, smaller investment areas - not always grand scale.

3 If we accomplish the above, we will create a positive economy.

5
5
4
5
5 Good.
2 How about instilling in the community ideas of caring for one another not just individual "self" even in work 

environments .
3
5
1 Positive city image - Viewed by whom?  A high quality of life for all people - Who supplies this? How? Who defines this?

4
5
5

5 I feel we are doing that now. Need to expand and capitalize on opportunities.
5 This means $15.00 min wage--will need Topeka's help with this.

4

5
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G4 Comments

5 A growing economy is important to the city. The COB should be open to a changing economy and be forward thinking. 

5

4

5 Key goal for any successful city.
5

5 Regarding the diverse job base, we as a city need to determine what industries we want to have in OP & plan 
accordingly.

4 The good jobs follow all the other things we do. Best way for city to encourage that is to focus on all the other things we 
control.

4
5

5 They all sound great, but is it possible for OP?
5 All people being the operative term here, see comments under "draft vision".

2 Our economy is always striving in OP. Lets not destroy our tax base by regressive taxes and huge tax incentives to 
billionaires/corporations who don't pay living wages, so residents have to pay for their employees' healthcare 
(Medicaid) & food (food stamps/welfare).

5 An economy where the money is spent in the city.
5 Must have balance of  residential/commerce.

5

5 All the draft goals will have a positive impact on the community…did people actually circle numbers other than 5?

5 I believe good job and high quality of life is important. I would add "sustainable" energy innovative.

5 Creating a brand & logo for the city--to happen eventually but not priority.

5 Diverse jobs=not only college degree opportunities. Trades & skill-based jobs (welding, plumbing, etc.) being introduce 
to middle & high school students.

5

5 How does sustainability fit into this? I think it can.

5
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5 Yes- Diverse job base also must serve diverse housing/affordability needs.

4 Investment in Public Transit will anchor economic growth.

4 But how do you create a "positive city image"? I think the public transit piece plays a big role in the attraction.

5 The idea of a diverse job base sounds great. Different types of jobs, will include different people with different skill sets 
and interests.

5

5

5
4 Yes Diverse job base, But need better transportation options for filling low to mid-range jobs.

5
5 I believe there is a fairly high level of poverty in Overland Park that is not recognized in the attention being paid in all of 

the new development.
3 Some great white collar jobs, lacking is service sector; trades.

4

3.5 Jobs that pay a living, life-sustaining wage, not jobs whose pay rate require people to look for assistance. Dignity of 
work to survive.

5
5

5 Need affordable housing options if we are truly looking at a diverse job base.

5

5 Focus on workforce development to help fill job openings for business.

5
5 Develop the workforce. Constantly hearing employers are having difficulties finding qualified workers.
3 Strong job base is key, but should not be driven by investment goal.

5
4 I think " good" needs to be more specific. What is good?

5
4

1 Comes a time when it's not all about more investment at all costs, but quality, sustainability and keeping the city size 
manageable so that it remains desirable.
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4 OP should be the permanent home of the next homegrown global company. Need to maintain and expand knowledge-
based jobs that support individuals and families here.

5 Be mindful of why businesses close and buildings remain vacant for so long. A strong economy would endeavor to use 
the real estate effectively.

5
5 OP should promote and attract employee-owned companies, B-Corporation and similar. They are more likely to stay 

rooted in the community.

5 Not just in new developments but also in rejuvenation of older business areas.

5 Need to have affordable housing to have a diverse job base.

5
4
5
4
5

5

5

5 Diversity is a key to a strong economy, not just one sector such as communication.

5

4 I understand the value of a strong & diverse local economy, but it's not the most important of the goals listed here--at 
least, to me.

5 As it is!

5 This could involve both attracting new business as well as ensuring the jobs currently in the city are high quality.

5

5 Increase diversity of job opportunities --beyond Tech & Service (retail & restaurants).

5 Also involves region for job growth.

5 Must promote/protect the dignity of all people: foreign born, manual labor, others that have been traditionally abused 
in the job and has a living wage!

5 Low property taxes will keep storefront affordable for mom & pop retail.

94



Score 
G4

G4 Comments

I like the comments of "diverse job base" and "attractive to investment" --covers both topics of quality employer and 
well qualified employees.

5
5

5
5
5

5

4 Maybe stronger to reference a low unemployment rate?
5

5 Without a strong economy, none of anything mentioned can probably happen.

5 Very important to continue to attract good paying jobs which attracts families & investment.

5 Living in OP is something to aspire to.
5

5

3 Are we a suburb, depending on Kansas city for economic investments? Have we defined our status?
5
2 Let businesses innovate! Enable business and commerce--don't drive it.
4 Not overcrowded , with no green space.

3 Schools must educate for the world of work--Don't save souls--go to church.
3

How do you explain diverse job base? Do you emphasize working with colleges to ensure students are being educated 
to meet the job demands?

3 More effort by city to attract investment than just a positive city image.
4

5
5
4
4 But --that includes those who don't make 75,000. Now you're forgetting those who help provide your services, including 

teachers.

5 To achieve that offer training in many areas. Many neighborhoods have elderly & property not taken care of.

5
5 Economic forces have driven OP - Will business community drive the image, as well?
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5 High quality of life! There is a mental health epidemic (or pandemic in the words of BV superintendent). Creating an 
engaged, connected community is key!  Thanks for your work!

5 Essential to our long range future.

5
5 Jobs bring us here. Quality of place & good educational opportunities is what leads us to live in OP, not to commute to 

work in OP.
4
5
5 This needs to be the to goal, without a thriving economy, the other goals are not achievable.

5
4 Keep economy growing.
5
5 Currently OP limits "all people" due to high housing costs & poor public transportation. We'd need to be intentional on 

this.
5 Attracting families who live here, in part, because it is convenient to their workplace. So many people work outside of 

OP.
5 Workforce & talent are key.
4 We all love jobs. Growth will feed this.

5 Should OP consider target industries to attract and foster to best grow OP's economy?

5 Developer investment important.

4 We love OP. We live here & support it's growth b/c we believe in this project--It has to grow --but its focus has been 
skewed--I would love to work in OP but travel to Lee's Summit every day. 

5

5 Need a diverse range of employment opportunities.

3
4

4 Yes, want a high quality of life for everyone. What industries are we focusing on? What technologies will we be known 
for developing?

5
4
5
5

5 Investment doesn't just mean $$$, It means a desire to belong & desire to be a part of the future.
4 "diverse job base" - May want to look into offering a living wage.

5 OP needs to become the city that can attract various types of job opportunities. If the growth is well planned, with the 
new airport @ KCI, OP can become the Tech for Midwest

5 Should encourage more investment and economy boost. Should strongly push this goal to be met.
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5
5 Need to balance business interests vs. individuals.

5
5

4
4
3
5 Without a strong economy with good jobs none of our goals will be possible to achieve.

5 To do this, we will need strong school programs helping future entrepreneurs to get started. 

5 Need all citizens to be well off in our community. 
4 The surrounding OP area is a very good place for businesses and consumers with good quality of stores and plenty of 

demand. 
5 I can even get a job at age 15.

4

5
4
4
5
3
4
5 We don’t have a diverse job base currently in my opinion - many blue / white collar jobs.
5 Lots of small business entrepreneurship.  

5
5

5

5
5
5 Must continue to provide education and job training to feed the work force.

4 This statement could be strengthened with the addition of a comment about a pro-business environment which is 
needed to foster a diverse job base and positive city image. 

5 We must create opportunities and attractions/destinations that those from outside our community want to visit.  We 
need to focus more on recreation, entertainment and the arts, and creating environments around those locations.  

5

4

5 Love this part ("a high quality of life for all people").
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5
5

5 Quality retail.
5
5

5 We need to recruit more businesses.  The city needs to make a major investment in this process.  They need to strongly 
and financially support the Chamber's economic development activities. 

4
more defined "business" growth language

5 Quality jobs = sustainable markets, commerce, education, entertainment.
4
5 This drives economic development which grows jobs and investment.  

5

5

4 Strive to attract people of varying levels of socioeconomic status. 
5

3 Too much "fluff" 0 would like to see more deliberate statements (i.e.. Aggressively support and sponsor 
entrepreneurism - corporate headquarter town - leader in bio-sciences/technology). 

4
4
5 Goes without saying!  Need attractive environment.
5
5

5

5 to have a diverse job base includes public transportation mentioned in Goal 1 but vital for businesses with an employee 
base that may not have their own personal vehicle, also a trend for younger generations also.

5
5

3 So long as we are prudent in choosing the right kind of investors and not giving too many tax breaks to commercial real 
estate and businesses.

5

5
5
5
5
5
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5
5
5 including enhancing our economy through tourism.
5 It is an absolute must to keep OP a business friendly city, which includes investments in infrastructure and education 

along with appropriate government policies.

4
5 A well-trained, skilled workforce across a wide range of vocations and trained. Ensure our high schools and excellent 

community college provide varied education and training opportunities.
5
4 I think at times Overland Park has been TOO EAGER to attract new businesses and not very careful about who they give 

incentives to.  Does anyone audit the promises made by developers when they want something vs what actually 
happens, Example : the apartments around Prairie Fire not consistent with what was promised to the residents of 
Lionsgate

4 Numerous unoccupied office and retail space in OP. Prior to approving new construction consider using what is already 
available!

3 We need affordable housing if we are going to attract the workforce we need for service industry and other businesses.

5
5 Diverse job base needs a diverse housing base.
5

5
5 How?  I think the new airport will help, if they build it to suit the needs of a growing city.

2 Communities are people based.  If you focus on people in the community the rest will follow.  Stretching services to far 
will only weaken the infrastructure.

4
5 I would like to see more Fortune 500 companies in the area.  The wages tend to be low and the living expensive high 

here.  There is a mismatch!!!

4
5

99



Score 
G4

G4 Comments

5

5 Again, a diverse job base requires a lot more support for small, growing and entrepreneurial businesses than exists 
today in OP, and will require working much more closely with groups like the Enterprise Center of Johnson County to 
ensure that we can meet these demands. It's a big change, but one that I think will be positive.

5
4
4
1 Small government with low taxes will draw investment. Jobs will come where we have available housing. Good 

neighborhood planning and safe roads. We don't need warehouses and manufacturing in OP.

5 As long as the benefits are shared by all and not forcing people out. We do not want a. Community where the teachers 
that teach here can not afford to live here.

5 Low property taxes are key to keeping storefront business alive, seniors on fixed incomes in their homes, maintain 
affordable housing for working people, and by putting more money in the pockets of consumers so they will be able to 
afford the amenities and shopping locally.  Since the huge property tax increase because my home increased in value I 
have ceased all improvements on my home and will not pull anymore building permits.  Since the State income tax 
increase I spend less too

5

5
5 This should include protection of employees and consumers from businesses that mistreat either or both.
5

5
3 Again, yes...of course. Just seems very generic. These statements could well apply to almost any city of our size in the 

country. How do we leverage what makes OP special to ensure it is truly the sister city to KC and that it secures its 
position in this regard, elevated compared to other rising suburbs like Olathe, Lenexa, and others?

4
5
5 We need more locally owned and managed businesses, not just chains and franchises. Developers could be given 

incentives to lease to locals over national chains. Zoning could be adjusted to encourage locals and limit franchises and 
chains.

4
5
5
5
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5
5
5
5
5
5 Greetings,

In addition, Tell me how these goals will be funded? And what part will come from "Opportunity Zone" funds and other 
like funds?
Virginia E. Sewing
913-599-0309

3 This goal is lamentably incomplete.  OP is just a part of a big metropolitan economy.  Any goal related to the economy 
needs to acknowledge that and offer some kind of realistic vision of cooperation with the other local governments on 
both sides of the state line.  In a big metro area, we all benefit when any part of the area is developing economically.  
There is no real benefit if one of the communities enhances its tax base by stealing a business from another part of the 
metro area.

5

4 This is hard.   Creating sustainability is hard.  With room for growth.

3 It seems like OP has no shortage of jobs, considering how many people commute to the city from other areas.

To enhance tourism, maybe the city could identify a museum the KC metro area is lacking and work to bring it to OP. Or 
even something like a 'Nelson-Atkins West' that could showcase parts of an existing museum's collection that isn't on 
display at the main location.

5

5
5 Jobs need to pay livable wages for the cost of living in our community. 16$ an hour is the current estimate of what it 

takes to live here.
5
4

5 We need more places to work in OP. Not just high end financial and healthcare jobs. Living here is awesome, but having 
to drive to MO for a job seems counterproductive.

5
5
5

3
5
5
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5
3
5 It is critically important to find a replacement for Sprint.  It is a conundrum to me why companies want their 

headquarters in California with its high cost of living, low disposable personal income, poor schools and roads.  Further 
confounding to me is why Overland Park doesn't naturally attract another Sprint like corporation.

5

5 High quality for ALL people or just the rich white people?
5
4
5

5
2
5

5

5

5
5
1 When the police stop killing unarmed citizens in front of their own homes, and then further victimizing the families, 

then we can talk about fluffy messaging like the above.
5
5
4
5
4

5

4
5
5
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3 There are so many empty business areas now, we do not offer the job opportunity that is needed.  Drive up and down 
Metcalf.  Drive through the business areas.  EMPTY OFFICES!!   OFFICES FOR LEASE!!!   That does not look good.  Invest 
in what is here, not tear down/rebuild, because they will just sit empty too.

5

3
4 This is always a good thing, but better roads would help.  Building new structures right next to Metcalf and not making it 

wider tends to create transportation issues which will effect business growth.
4

5
5 The community college's engagement with real businesses is key and I think they've been doing a good job.

3 I'm giving this one three stars, only because I believe that the leaders in Overland Park often feel the need to give way 
too much away in order to keep business's here. I do think there is a time and place for incentives (I support it when it 
brings new companies to our city to stay), but I feel we need to be very careful in giving those incentives to the right 
people. Developers come, make money, and then leave, taking their profits elsewhere. They do NOT need incentives to 
build here

4
5

5 But *not* by luring businesses with tax incentives. All businesses should pay their fair share of taxes, and that burden 
should not be exclusively on homeowners.

5
3 Let the private sector do it's own thing. Government doesn't need to prop up businesses.

That is a mixed question - of course we need a strong economy but, your constant taxing in order to supplement 
development hurts many of those you say you are helping.

5

5
4

4
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4

5
5 We should follow the example of other cities and pass a law am dating a truly livable minimum wage. We should also 

support lowering or eliminating sales taxes on food and seriously consider some kind of cap on property taxes for 
people over 65

5 Absolutely. But we also need to work with these companies who are investing in our community to be sure their 
employees can afford to live here.

5 Focus should be on supporting high paying jobs.  Businesses that provide those types of jobs should be pursued and  
supported.

5
3 A city exists to manage life for its residents. It is not a job incubator nor should growth be pursued full tilt since growth 

brings problems with it. Managed growth is necessary to prevent decline but this is not what the goal states. 

The city needs to discuss with working groups and businesses what kinds of economic activity would be useful. I think 
the new federal tax law allowing business to protect 20% of profits will go far in helping small and medium businesses 
stay afloat. This is be blessed cash flow. I wonder if a city developed no interest/24 month loan fund for painting, 
interior bathroom remodels, door and window repair, what ever (up to a limit ) would help Overland Park small 
entrepreneurs.

3 I believe the economy is strong and Overland Park is an attractive city for investors, but the tax payers shouldn't be 
forced to pay for huge unnecessary developments such as the proposed Brookridge Development. I am against the 
proposal due to the size, the TIF,  and the negative impact it will have.

4
5

3 land/rent is expensive, making it difficult for small businesses to stay and/or invest

3

Yeah, yeah, yeah any business can have a license here as long as they pay a goodly amount of taxes! The City Council 
doesn't care about the repercussions of those businesses or their employees on the residents. It's all about the taxes!!

5
5

5
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3 The goal is noble and well-intended but should not be taken as a mandate to attain the stated objectives regardless of 
cost and the related tax burden on citizens.

5
4 ...allowing for a high quality of life for all people while protecting our natural environment using the best 

environmentally sustainable practices available.

3
5
5

3
Not diverse job base.   Positive image, but I believe builders and developers have taken over the various city committees 
and city council.   Refer to recent "deal" for 127th and Metcalf.   Outrageous.   Too many variances given.

5
5
5
5
4
5
5
4

3
5
5

5

Another case for a transit option that would allow people to work in Overland Park that may not be able to afford to live 
in Overland Park. Cut down on congestion on common thoroughfares, and create less demand for government dollars 
on up keep of roadways and highways. Yes, the money would then be spent on a rapid transit system/upkeep, but 
those dollars would go further.

5
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5

3
5
5
5

5

3
4
5
5
3

4 Could be more defined. Nice goal but vague.
5
3
5

3
No TIF for speculative developers.   No TiF to simply move jobs around the metro.  Attract (and retain) jobs from 
elsewhere.  Incentives to R&D - since Brownback killed the state initiatives (while JOCO slept).

3 Keep sales taxes under 8%
5

4

5
I think we need to produce an environment that entices job growth, as well as, places for visitors to relax, people watch, 
and be entertained.

5 Think about enhancing by getting people from outside of the communities tax dollars . . .
5

5

Sounds good on paper.  Not so easy in practice.  Transportation is a key factor here because entry level people can't get 
to the jobs available or can't afford the housing near those jobs.  This is a huge societal issue.  Maybe OP can be a leader 
in how this can be done without alienating its core.

5
5
4
4.5469
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Forward OP

Activity 2 - Draft Action Responses 
and Action Generation
Process 
The following actions were drafted based on input from the Imagine 
Tomorrow Workshop and are categorized into four initiative areas.  
Participants at the in-person meetings worked in groups and were instructed 
to choose “Thumbs up” or “Thumbs down” for each action.  The groups then 
made comments on the actions and finally generated new actions.   

Online participants followed the same instructions but worked independently.

The public engagement meetings included 41 different small groups while 157 
individuals participated online. 

Draft Actions 
Connecting Our People
• Study the potential for greater investment in public transportation along

key corridors.
• Create a public gathering space/green space in the heart of the city.
• Consider smart technology options when upgrading or replacing

infrastructure.
Caring for our People
• Create a proactive government leadership development program to

cultivate diverse candidates to participate in local governance
• Create a “Welcome Academy” for new community members.
• Facilitate mental health training within business and nonprofit community,

including first responders.

Strengthening our Quality of Place
• Develop an entertainment district that is anchored by a unique event

venue.
• Develop and promote a comprehensive waste plan that encompasses

water management, landfill management and recycling in public areas.
• Create mixed-cost housing developments (homes, condos, apartments)

that are integrated throughout the community that compliment a
neighborhood and community atmosphere.

Enhancing our Economy
• Develop a new brand and campaign for the city.
• Create a new small business incubator and incentive program.
• Develop a mentorship program partnership between schools and local

businesses.
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ForwardOP 
Round 2: Community Conversations ‐ Public Input 
Includes 10 public meetings, Online, Chamber/Visit OP Boards and Teen 
Council 

Results Summary 

Activity 2:	Draft	Action	Responses	and	Action	Generation		

Connecting	our	People	
We believe connecting our people involves how they get around and how they interact. 

Goal Statement  Average Ranking 
(out of 5)

A connected city that offers choices for travel including public transit, walking, 
biking, and trails with an emphasis on embracing new technologies and future 
transportation modes as well as opportunities for people to interact with each 
other and with institutions that provide an array of civic services. 

4.40

Draft Action  % in support
1. Study the potential for greater investment in public transportation along key
corridors.

85% 

Comments:

 Dislike of buses, preference for fixed route/rapid transit
 Need to coordinate regionally
 Consider specific ridership groups
 Don’t just study, implement

 Think about destinations to be connected
2. Create a public gathering space/green space in the heart of the city. 82% 
Comments:

 What do you define as the “heart of the city”? No one is sure.
 Focus on connections between existing green spaces.
 Desire for dispersed green space in different areas (pocket parks) as well
 Focus on Santa Fe Commons

 Require green space to be set aside in new developments.

 More community gardens
 Reuse of school spaces during evenings/weekends

3. Consider smart technology options when upgrading or replacing
infrastructure.

94% 

Comments:

 “Be a quick adopter of proven technology”.
 Smart technology beyond transportation.
 Protect privacy
 Public Wi‐Fi
 Cautious of cost of investing when the technology is constantly changing.
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Forward OP Community Conversations

ACTIVITY 2 - Action Item Comments

ID Source Thumbs 
Up A1

Thumbs 
Down A1

CommentsA1

1 1-MRCC 0 8 Skeptical; what would be purpose? What are the destination points to be 
connected? Is if affordable as a city -- needs to be a Metro-wide regional 
coordinated system. County-wide not so much corridors -- but focus on 
destinations to be connected. Need to keep watching trends.

2 1-MRCC 7 Need better frequency & coverage. Job access important.
3 1-MRCC
4 1-MRCC 6 1
5 1-MRCC
6 1-MRCC 6 Shuttle, less need of cars, N-S streetcar.
7 1-MRCC 7 Reliable, takes you where you want to go. Not more buses; tram or light rail.

8 1-MRCC 8 Paradigm shift. Move away from car as means of transportation. Ridership 
development along key corridors.

9 2-SAGC 6 In areas with walkability, use of bikes, such as share a bike. When discussed, 
people like the idea of transportation, but don't always like the car. Think about 
autonomous types of transit. People will always need to be crossing city/state 
lines. How to balance with people who want walkable community. Bus transit is 
not what we need, need something beyond a bus, such as a street car. Need a 
change of mindset. Will we buy into it? Use retail space. Transportation corridors 
as a revenue stream. OP is strong because of strong highway/street system, but 
need to build upon that & continue pockets of walkable areas, and transit 
connecting the areas, need to improve upon making thoroughfares more 
attractive. Explore solutions to 1st mile, last mile--getting people to types of 
transit>>use of autonomous transportation. 
Bike trails are intertwined with community resources, such as restaurants, 
entertainment >>use bike trails to connect people to entertainment areas, make 
taking a walk or a bike ride more of an event/destination >> improve safety on 
bike trails

10 2-SAGC 7
11 3-JCCC 8 Don't scatter public transportation -taxis, car pooling, etc.

Need permanent infrastructure.
Regional focus on transit needed.
Don't want to pay taxes for something you don't use.
Rec. trails don't even connect & signage is bad "How do I get to/from walk" & be 
functional & connect to places from trails day/night

12 3-JCCC 8 Connect JCCC spots - 87th/Farley.
Increase pedestrian access-Bridges, etc. 
Bike Lanes.

13 3-JCCC 8 Key corridors already established so options available besides a car.
14 4-OPCC 4 1

Connecting Our People
A1. Study the potential for greater investment in public transportation along key corridors.
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15 4-OPCC 6 What population needs transportation, such as elderly? Include deadlines for 
action. Can the city sustain putting $ into infrastructure or are there other forms 
of transportation that would be beneficial in the long run. Need action items 
around this subject. Is there a demand for further transportation? We have a 
workforce in OP that may not live in OP that need transportation to get to work 
(restaurant & hotel industry). Look at marketing of public transportation to 
interest people beyond the stigma of a "public bus".

16 4-OPCC 4 2 Need action! Study may not result in improvement.
17 4-OPCC 4 Want to go do something fun & get home safe.

Older people who don't drive can still go do things.
18 5-SMHS 4 1 Rebuild Op for public transportation.

Plan for the future.
Study/Investigate "Smart City".

19 5-SMHS 5 Transportation for people who do not drive. 
What are we connecting, destinations & place? Internal connections w/in 
developments from external.

20 5-SMHS 8 Buses in OP need more hours & extended over the weekend.
Traffic studies for new developments going in.

21 5-SMHS Planning is critical for transportation.
OP has worst sprawl.
No heart of city. 
Need continued greenspace.
Need service (public transport) more often to encourage use.

22 6-TRCC Keep momentum of studies of past.
Start studying now.
Long term thinking.
Rethink what public transportation means.

23 7-OPM 10 Public and Private transportation but modified.
24 7-OPM 3
25 8-CRL
26 8-CRL 8 Need to expand beyond corridors for more users/Need better connections to 

JCCC KU Med. Need to expand times (weekends) from downtown. Make 
connections to Gardens to business park (Logistics Park). 

27 8-CRL 8 What key corridors? --Metcalf, Quirira.
Enhanced transit > regional coordination.
Educate public on transportation opportunities.
Need to be thinking about transportation needs in future - A/V, Less driving, 
electric.
Financially sound decisions.
Shocked that it wouldn't be happening already.
Coordinate internally with other depts

28 9-MCU 5 0 If we are to be a welcoming city--need to solve.
Convenience issue. 
Ties into housing--people beginning careers --they can't get here, can't live here. 
Envisioned within city >> There are some local solutions, like "chariot" more than 
just realistic--not an independent solution --regional approach buses. 

29 10-BVH 6 New builds need to have public transportation in plan/density.
30 10-BVH 6
31 10-BVH 5 1 Need rapid transit options.
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32 11-TC 5?? 0 Targeted
33 11-TC 0 6 Non-existence. Public transportation more appealing.  No ride bus, prefer cars.

34 11-TC 7 0 Ensure people who can't afford can use and ensure people who can't drive 
(disabled, elderly, and youth) can get around.  Metric: Conduct a study to 
determine needs/wants. 

35 11-TC 5?? 0 Good idea to study.
Don't jump into anything too soon.

36 12-Chamber 1 0 Are there ways for OP to focus on this more specifically in nodes to serve areas 
or districts? Perhaps to serve OPCC, major employers, corporate woods, etc? 
How do Uber-like services serve this space?

37 12-Chamber 1 0 Study the actual need - quality and quanity. Viable private options?
38 12-Chamber 9 0 Light rail, workforce unable to get to job in OP. Increase level of efficiency, more 

bus stops, travel from KC to OP.
39 12-Chamber 1 0 It help to connect - brings workers to our community.
40 12-Chamber 0 0 Needs to be bigger and more specific - study is too weak. Do it! Not sure the city 

has the resources to invest what would be needed. From where to where? What 
is the goal? Bringing people in or within OP. What about for the elderly?

41 12-Chamber 0 0 Not visionary enough. Expected larger ideas. Too task oriented. Need to identify 
needs. Who is the user? Enhanced needs of senior population. More focus on 
wlaking/biking - public transportation - later

42 Online 1 0
43 Online 1 0
44 Online 1 0
45 Online 1 0
46 Online

1 0

KC's big 5 initiative is Transportation! We should support it too so people can get 
to their jobs on public transportation, without feeling stranded once they get 
there.

47 Online 1 0
48 Online 0 1
49 Online

1 0
Invest in phases with a percentage of our budget dedicated to what will only 
benefit future generations. Assemble land &rights for light rail.

50 Online

1 0

Would like to see a connection between north op, middle, and far south op. City 
is starting to feel like two separate cities. The downtown streetcar is extremely 
popular and would be a way to connect people to retail/office/living along the 
metcalf corridor

51 Online 1 0
52 Online 0 1
53 Online 1 0
54 Online 1 0
55 Online 1 0
56 Online 1 0
57 Online

1 0

I think it's great that I can take the bus from my home in south OP to my 
workplace in downtown Kansas City Monday thru Friday. What's lacking are 
transportation options for getting around on the weekend/getting to local and 
metro-wide destinations, such as the OP Farmer's market in downtown OP, the 
Plaza, downtown KCMO.

58 Online 1 0
59 Online 1 0 Connected jobs to homes
60 Online 1 0
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61 Online 1 0
62 Online

1 0

Tough to be optimistic about this one given the degree of sprawl.  Success would 
probably require closely spaced headways, some kind of feeder network, and 
heavy subsidies.  Metrics: (1) Ridership levels; (2) trip durations compared with 
auto;

63 Online 1 0 Increase numbers of riders on Ride KC.
64 Online 1 0 Safety and Convenience
65 Online

1 0
Cost of investment; limits to environmental impact and ability to reach 
neighborhoods conveniently

66 Online 1 0
67 Online 1 0
68 Online

1 0
What are our needs today vs. 10 years from now?  How do we get there?  Are 
large buses the answer?  Maybe a city Uber or smaller vans?

69 Online 0 1
70 Online 1 0
71 Online 1 0
72 Online 1 0 Public transportation increases 10 percent
73 Online 1 0
74 Online

0 1 Don't believe this can be done on city level but needs to be done on metrol level.
75 Online 1 0
76 Online 1 0
77 Online 0 1 We don't need public transportation in this suburban community.
78 Online 0 1 It will be cold day in hell before I take a bus anywhere
79 Online 0 1
80 Online 1 0
81 Online 1 0
82 Online 1 0 Easier access to transit options.
83 Online 1 0
84 Online 1 0
85 Online 1 0
86 Online 1 0
87 Online 1 0
88 Online 1 0
89 Online 1 0
90 Online 1 0
91 Online 1 0
92 Online 1 0
93 Online

1 0
This is vital for low income families. Success=public transit accessiblentonall who 
don't drive or prefer not to drive.

94 Online 1 0
95 Online

1 0
We need to increase public transportation opportunities by 20-50%. More routes 
to more desirable locations.

96 Online 0 1
97 Online 1 0
98 Online 1 0
99 Online 1 0
100 Online 0 1
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101 Online

0 1
not aware that there is currently a problem with what we have, and southern KC 
Metro area has not been known to have a large public trans. presence.

102 Online 1 0
103 Online 0 1
104 Online 1 0
105 Online 0 1
106 Online Not necessary in todays world. Uber, Lyft already provides that
107 Online 1 0
108 Online 0 1 Government waste
109 Online 1 0
110 Online 1 0
111 Online 1 0
112 Online 1 0
113 Online 1 0
114 Online 1 0
115 Online 1 0
116 Online 0 1
117 Online 1 0 simple and easy to use.
118 Online 1 0
119 Online 1 0
120 Online

0 1

Study why the city and police department condone the killing of unarmed 
citizens and then further victimizing those families in the most shameful and 
disgraceful way.

121 Online 0 1
122 Online 1 0
123 Online 0 1
124 Online 1 0 Develop bus/trolley east/west of Metcalf and Antioch
125 Online 1 0
126 Online

0 1
I don't think Overland Park will ever be a good place for public transport - I don't 
think enough people would use it, so I'd rather spend money elsewhere.

127 Online 1 0
128 Online 0 1
129 Online 1 0
130 Online 1 0
131 Online 1 0
132 Online 1 0
133 Online 1 0
134 Online 0 1
135 Online 0 1
136 Online 1 0
137 Online 1 0
138 Online

1 0 Ability of someone to get places within JOhnson COunty on public transportation
139 Online

1 0
Increased public transportation woudl really make OP stand out in Johnson 
County.

140 Online 1 0
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141 Online 0 1
142 Online
143 Online 0 1
144 Online 1 0 The city needs more bike lanes and bike friendly areas
145 Online 1 0
146 Online 0 1
147 Online 1 0
148 Online

1 0
Please make sure to include a bus stop that doesn't cause the bus to block a lane 
and block traffic. Rush hour and construction make things bad enough

149 Online 1 0
150 Online 1 0
151 Online

1 0
Obtain citizen's agreement as to what the "key corridors" to be studied are.  
Obtain survey results from 25% or more of registered voters.

152 Online 1 0
153 Online 1 0
154 Online 1 0
155 Online 1 0
156 Online 1 0
157 Online
158 Online 1 0 Budget is definitely a consideration
159 Online 1 0
160 Online 1 0
161 Online

1 0
Please include bikes in public transit, like on buses or other modes to move bikes 
from one area of the city to another.

162 Online 1 0
163 Online 1 0
164 Online 1 0
165 Online 1 0
166 Online 1 0
167 Online 1 0 Public transportation is essential for success of a community.
168 Online 1 0
169 Online 1 0
170 Online 1 0 Rapid Transit!
171 Online

0 1 As stated earlier,  I don't think that this would used widely in Overland Park.
172 Online

0 1
I don't think a study is needed. You already know the answer. Don't wait 
precious money. Put it to work instead.

173 Online 1 0
174 Online 1 0
175 Online

1 0
Safer and increased amount of bike paths, and better public transportation-- 
more bus times or other uses, such as a street car.

176 Online 1 0
177 Online 1 0
178 Online 1 0
179 Online 1 0
180 Online 0 1
181 Online 1 0
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182 Online
183 Online 1 0
184 Online
185 Online 1 0
186 Online 0 1
187 Online

0 1

Not sure OP is a good location for public transportation.  I would like to see more 
access for safe bicycling.  If a study were done. I would like to know that 
ridership for public transportation would be significantly more than it is today.  
So far it seems to be a big cost for little gain.

188 Online 1 0
189 Online 0 1
190 Online

1 0
Important aspect of all large cities; future driverless car lanes should be 
considered.

191 Online

1 0

Tie into light rail and commuter lines into Downtown KC.   Increase spending on 
Metcalf Cap ex north of 87th 500%.   Where is the Vision?  Stumps in middle 
medians,  weeds.  Telephone poles 3 feet from street - no sidewalks ?

192 Online 0 1
193 Online 1 0
194 Online

1 0
We need to connect our workers and our visitors with restaurants, shopping and 
entertainment options easier.

195 Online

1 0

Should also consider affordable access to/from KCI airport in the plan, which 
would make our community more inviting for visitors.

As this plan is considered, it must be done right or it won't be utilized.

196 Online 1 0
197 Online 1 0
198 Online 0 1

296 52
85% 15%
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ID Source Thumbs 
Up
A2

Thumbs 
Down  A2

CommentsA2

1 1-MRCC Where is the heart of the city? Prefer to see neighborhood green spaces. OP 
has been good about setting aside green space. More connecting trails as 
natural settings. Use Brookridge as this location.

2 1-MRCC 7 Where is heart of city? Fans of green space, but diverse areas.
3 1-MRCC
4 1-MRCC 7 0 Enhance Santa Fe Commons.

Preserve & maintain what we already have.
Look to provide outdoor event space in addition to Santa Fe Commons.
Ensure there is means to get there and/or adequate parking.
Set aside green space for gathering in new developments.

5 1-MRCC 7 We need more community gardens similar to ones out in Gardner. Free or small 
fee for plot of land to grow.

6 1-MRCC 6 Location of Park. One that covers all areas of activities. Dog park, concerts.

7 1-MRCC 3 3 What is the heart of the city? Build up what we have. How does this interact 
with the majority? 

8 1-MRCC Perhaps more pocket parks.
No more than 20 min. away.
Where is heart of city?

9 2-SAGC 6 Where is the heart of the city? >> Metcalf is main corridor (95th& Metcalf). Can 
there be more than one "heart of the city"? 
Old OP & newer OP City still needs a 6,000-10,000 seat arena >> multi-use, 
people generating space with mixed amenities, amphitheater that would hold a 
large group, such as for Jazz in the Woods. Include gardens, don't overdevelop, 
keep simple, such as large park. Space for multi-generational, beyond young 
people & sport fields. Need more sports areas as North OP.

10 2-SAGC 7 Need several modes
11 3-JCCC 8 Too bad Metcalf South wasn't one.

Cafes, living space, park thru bikes, play w/kids, etc.…
Brookridge area would be a great park space.
Repurposing current spaces.

12 3-JCCC 8 Geographically dispersed.
13 3-JCCC 8 Also important to have smaller spaces more integrated and connected via trails. 

OP is lacking a signature place. Where would a large space be located? What 
amenities would be there? OP is lacking a signature place (Bean--Chicago)

14 4-OPCC 5 Start with Sante Fe Commons and expand.
15 4-OPCC 6 What is the heart of the city? Needs to be large enough to hold a large group, 

flat space, such as loose park or memorial. Multiple types of activities for 
different ages--such as grinder's downtown. 
Repurpose retail space that might be dying. Need a place for the community 
together.

16 4-OPCC 1 5 Where is the heart of the city? Encourage developers to include green space.

17 4-OPCC 4 Not huge but get people out communicating & playing.
Need eye-pleasing trash bins & accessories.
Re-use retired school properties into park space 2 around 119th.

18 5-SMHS 5 Where is the "Heart"? Spine Park of the City --Interconnect Nodes. 

Connecting Our People
A2. Create a public gathering space/green space in the heart of the city.
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19 5-SMHS Maximize what we have. Purposeful connection, Expand, Green Space - 
Multiple throughout.

20 5-SMHS 8 Increase the greenspace within walkable distance.
Earmark green spaces within developments.

21 5-SMHS Needs continued green space.
Build schools in places that allow for children walking.
Place to hang at school areas.

22 6-TRCC Rethink public space, could be alleys and other small places. 
Love trail system.
Could Arboretum be capable of bringing activities connecting the nodes of 
entertainment?
Need gathering place. Need infrastructure to support public space.

23 7-OPM 10 Need more than 1 green space in city. How to measure heart of city. Yes but 
modified.

24 7-OPM 3
25 8-CRL 8 Connected to bike trails so people could bike to access. Mixed with 

restaurants/entertainment activities. Thoughtful design to help encourage 
community, open areas for different activities. Open seating, places for kids to 
play games.

26 8-CRL 4 4 Need to define the heart of the city. Size of city necessitates more than one 
such space. Need to provide transportation options to such spaces. 
Transportation & education more important than parks.

27 8-CRL 8 1 Where is the heart of the city? Hard to agree on what is heart. 
Good w/idea, but not sure where.
Corporate Woods is adequate.
Financially responsible.
Need large gathering space--10,000-30,000 people.
Brookridge

28 9-MCU What is the heart of the city? Expand on existing? Arboretum is too far South. 
DT OP has 3rd Fridays-Successful. A central park? No place "central" for people 
to gather.

29 10-BVH 9 Quieter area/more residential/Arboretum desire to go.
30 10-BVH 5 Where is the heart of OP?
31 10-BVH 6 Need large gathering space. 

More smaller spaces as opposed to 1 large space?
32 11-TC 5? 0 Needs to stand out - centrally located.
33 11-TC 6 0 Gathering place - big venue for concerts. 
34 11-TC 7 0 What is the "heart of the city?"  Downtown?  Geographical? 

Walkable place that has a lot to do.  
Metric: Stats that show its use.

35 11-TC 5? 0 Strategic placing.
36 12-Chamber 1 0 Where is the heart? Emphasize larger and multiple spaces throughout the City. 

"Heart" can become where we put it, rather than where it exists today. Will 
take political will to do public/private partnership to create.

37 12-Chamber 1 0 Heart of the City (Where appropriate?) Or maybe multiple locations based on 
spread out environment. Is the ultimate objective to bring outside events? Is 
this for just me for events? Rallying points/gathering location. Need to be 
designed - promote what we do.

38 12-Chamber 0 9 Do you build smaller areas that create different parts of the City suburb or City. 
Who is it for?

39 12-Chamber 0 0 Multi-destinations
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40 12-Chamber 0 0 Not sure the action items actually will accomplish the work in the goal 
statement. Nothing much that improves the walking/biking/trails - compared to 
public transit at least as important.

41 12-Chamber 0 0 That reflects the city's identity. Need something more concrete. Need bigger 
and broader - build on farmer's market. Need to decide what is purpose and for 
who? Need destination pull. Central spot vs. multiple locations. What civic 
identity utilize parks more.

42 Online 1 0 good assessment of what is the "heart" of the city
43 Online

1 0
There is no central place for Overland Park...there's several "mini hubs" 
scattered.

44 Online 1 0 Not just in the heart but around all of OP
45 Online

1 0
If by â€œheart of the cityâ€� you mean finally taking care of south overland 
park.

46 Online 0 1
47 Online 1 0
48 Online 1 0
49 Online 1 0
50 Online

1 0

What is the heart of the city? The green space at park place is a great gathering 
place on summer evenings -would like to see more of this incorporated into 
retail. Gathering space does not need to be huge but more than just a park with 
playground equipment. Music, seating, eat/drink

51 Online 1 0
52 Online 1 0
53 Online 1 0
54 Online 1 0
55 Online

0 1
Unless this can be done in the park coming out of the Meadowbrook 
development

56 Online 1 0
57 Online 1 0
58 Online 1 0
59 Online 1 0 A large city park
60 Online 1 0
61 Online 1 0 maybe more than one
62 Online

1 0

Can we determine where the "heart of the city" is?  OP has no center.  Metrics:
(1) number of events held there; (2) numbers of people attending events; (3)
numbers of people using space on their own; (4) numbers of spontaneous or
organic events held.

63 Online
1 0

Heart of the city does not have to be downtown.  Measure - has a farmer's 
market with available parking.

64 Online 1 0 Environmental and Safety
65 Online 1 0 Cost and potential for space use; including maintenance
66 Online 1 0
67 Online 1 0
68 Online

1 0
We need much more green space, even around major corridors.  Why do we 
need a building on EVERY corner?

69 Online 1 0
70 Online 0 1
71 Online 1 0
72 Online 1 0 Increase and update park and rec facilities 30 percent
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73 Online 1 0
74 Online 1 0
75 Online 1 0
76 Online 1 0
77 Online

0 1 City does not own land for this. We are a city of neighborhoods, not a heart.
78 Online

1 0 Good idea.  Put a dome over the Soccer Complex so it can used year round.
79 Online 1 0
80 Online 1 0
81 Online 1 0
82 Online 1 0 Increased pedestrian traffic to designated green space areas
83 Online 1 0
84 Online 1 0
85 Online

0 1 Where is "Heart"  hard to chose one place that would be beneficial to all.
86 Online 1 0
87 Online 1 0
88 Online 0 1
89 Online 1 0
90 Online 0 1 I don't view 79th and Santa Fe as the Heart of OP
91 Online 1 0
92 Online 1 0
93 Online

1 0
Important but not critical in my opinion. Success=Parks and green space are 
within walking distance to every neighborhood

94 Online 1 0
95 Online

1 0 Good idea, but you need more than one. Perhaps create four for N,S,E, W
96 Online 1 0
97 Online

1 0
Yes - but also consider what is already available. I'd hate to see something of 
value torn down.

98 Online 1 0
99 Online 1 0
100 Online 1 0
101 Online

1 0
absolutely.  More green space, more parks, more trails, connecting to each 
other as Prairie Village has done- especially needed north of I-435

102 Online 0 1
103 Online 1 0
104 Online 0 1 Not if it is Brookridge golf course. Leave it alone.
105 Online 1 0
106 Online 1 0 WE NEED TO KEEP THE GREENSPACE WE HAVE
107 Online 1 0
108 Online 1 0
109 Online

1 0
There is no "heart" of Overland Park, therefore continuing to provide multiple 
gathering spaces is important.

110 Online 1 0
111 Online 1 0
112 Online 0 1
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113 Online 1 0
114 Online 1 0
115 Online 0 1
116 Online 0 1
117 Online 1 0 safe and welcoming
118 Online 1 0
119 Online 1 0
120 Online

0 1

Study why the city and police department condone the killing of unarmed 
citizens and then further victimizing those families in the most shameful and 
disgraceful way.

121 Online 1 0
122 Online 1 0 Yes! Yes! Yes!!!!!!
123 Online 1 0
124 Online 1 0 GREEN SPACE, MORE PARKS!!!
125 Online

1 0
How is the center of the city identified. How does that public area impact 
surrounding neighborhoods

126 Online 1 0
127 Online 0 1
128 Online 1 0
129 Online 1 0
130 Online

1 0
In doing so, you should consider a way to use sponsorship to keep this free and 
open to the public so that it serves everyone.

131 Online

1 0
Where is the heart of this city? That should have been decided decades ago. 
Bad city planning of the past is what is stunting our growth as a city now.

132 Online 1 0
133 Online 0 1 Green spaces should exist throughout areas of the city.
134 Online 0 1 We have one - Sante Fe Commons.
135 Online 1 0
136 Online 1 0
137 Online 0 1
138 Online
139 Online 1 0
140 Online 1 0
141 Online 1 0
142 Online
143 Online 1 0
144 Online 1 0
145 Online 1 0 keep ot reasonable and to no ones detriment
146 Online 0 1
147 Online 1 0
148 Online 0 1
149 Online 1 0
150 Online 1 0
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151 Online

0 1

This implies there needs to be a "heart" of the City which is contrary to the
historic development of Overland Park.  In fact, by its actions, e.g. chosen 
location for current City Hall, establishment of police, fire, and emergency unit 
"substations", the City itself has wittingly or unwittingly de-emphasized a 
"central city" concept.  Debate whether a central city concept is meaningful and 
necessary for Overland Park.

152 Online
153 Online What exactly is being considered to "heart" of the city?  What would be 

destroyed in order to complete this?
154 Online

1 0

Green space seems to be disappearing at a rapid pace and being replaced by 
developments.  We NEED green space it what makes Overland Park a place you 
want to live!

155 Online
0 1

I prefer we focus on our streets being friendlier places with street trees and 
sidewalks off the curb.

156 Online 1 0
157 Online
158 Online 0 1
159 Online 1 0
160 Online

1 0
Is it possible to create paths that are natural rather than asphalt or concrete? I 
would rather walk on something that feels like part of the earth.

161 Online 1 0
162 Online 1 0
163 Online undecided
164 Online 1 0
165 Online 0 1
166 Online 1 0 where old k-mart is
167 Online 1 0
168 Online 1 0
169 Online 1 0
170 Online

1 0
And rapid transit would lessen the need for large parking structures around the 
green space.

171 Online
1 0

I think this is great, but what will make this space unique. All cities have parks 
for public gathering spaces.

172 Online 1 0
173 Online 1 0 The city is spread out, so maybe a few such places would be helpful.
174 Online 1 0
175 Online 1 0 Annual events bringing the community together in this space.
176 Online

1 0 Condition of existing green spaces are evaluated and reinvest where needed.
177 Online 1 0
178 Online

1 0

This is SO VERY important!  Naperville, Illinois is similar city with regards to size 
and demographics.  They have made a wonderful gathering space/green space 
in the heart of the city.  Downtown is a place you NEED to go:  post office 
(which we just lost), library (how wonderful would that be), FREE parking, 
outdoor swimming pool, outdoor ice skating rink, sledding hill, Christmas 
Market...is it any wonder that their downtown is vibrant, exciting, useful, 
beautiful, and really the "heart" of the city.

179 Online
0 1

Create several throughout the city. North, south, east, west. What do you 
consider the "heart" of the city?
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180 Online 1 0 Depends on the local as to how I would feel regarding this subject
181 Online 1 0
182 Online
183 Online 1 0
184 Online
185 Online 1 0
186 Online 1 0
187 Online

1 0

Where is the heart of the city?  If it is near 435 and metcalf then I say yes as 435
seems to be a natural divide for our city.  This might be a central location that 
would encourage use of public transportation.  Especially if it were an 
entertainment center.

188 Online 1 0
189 Online

1 0
We had a beautiful mall at 95th &Metcalf.  It could have been a great public 
gathering place. Instead they tore it down for a Lowes.  Very sad.

190 Online 1 0 Create several.
191 Online

1 0

Brookridge Country Club should be a city park/golf course with offices on the
south along 435.   Save Santa Fe Commons and make downtown OP stand on 
its own feet and start investing in other areas LONG neglected   Reduce 
Downtown OP spend to average of all other areas of the city.  (Or increase 
other areas CapEx up to Downtown OP)

192 Online
0 1

You are already destroying the uniqueness of DTOP. Leave your hands off of 
things. "If it ain't broke don't fix it!"

193 Online 1 0
194 Online

1 0

This is important to people watch and walkability... but we need things to "walk
to" for the walkability to really work... Just putting green space isn't going to 
satisfy the  visitor or the "worker" trying to get out of the office for a little 
R&amp;R...

195 Online 1 0 Near College &Metcalf.
196 Online 1 0
197 Online

0 1
OP is known for its parks and trails. Creating another park doesn't put the city's 
resources to best use.

198 Online 0 1
274 61
82% 18%
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ID Source Thumbs 
Up A3

Thumbs 
Down A3

CommentsA3

1 1-MRCC Absolutely consider this, you have to embrace technology
2 1-MRCC Be quick follower of proven technology.
3 1-MRCC
4 1-MRCC 7 0 Need more handicapped parking.

Need to enforce downtown parking.
Look for more provisions for electric vehicles.

5 1-MRCC
6 1-MRCC 6 Yes for stop light features - consider flow of the area.
7 1-MRCC 7 Fiber Optics- not being used to full potential. Green! 
8 1-MRCC
9 2-SAGC 6 Smart technology is not just transportation. From a broader perspective, how 

can smart technology improve quality of life. General public can be educated 
on what smart technology is, look at what other comparable cities have done & 
what is working, where are we now? Have a method for what the city is doing 
& present it to the community, an app or method for communicating 
events/information. Does it take incentives to bring technology to the city?  
Become a regular utility. How no taxes work into paying for improvements 
going above and beyond "standards" to make it, quality, and how do you sell it 
to the community.

10 2-SAGC 7 Connected communities. Increase Wi-Fi, enable IOT. 
11 3-JCCC Would it pay for itself in a few years.

Make it available to everyone. Unlike cable company. 
Be purposeful & make sense.
Hydration stations.

12 3-JCCC 8 Invest in big data, need to protect privacy.
13 3-JCCC 8 Still important to get back to basics: walking , biking.
14 4-OPCC 1 4 Technology is moving so quickly investing in it now could be costly.
15 4-OPCC 6 What is smart technology? In order to be the best, need to be at the top of the 

technology innovation , go above and beyond the standard, access for lower 
income households to internet in multiple places.

16 4-OPCC 6 Protect the infrastructure from hacking (caution).
17 4-OPCC 4 Electric road for charging cars. 

Solar powered 
Restrooms at parks - solar powered compost. 
Energy saving updates in general.

18 5-SMHS 5 Implement with care--Health.
19 5-SMHS 5 Use smart technology + Connecting transportation. Informative kiosks could 

help visitors. 
Use info to inform PW with planning new tech.

20 5-SMHS 8 Wi-Fi in the streets to always be connected.
21 5-SMHS Buses that have app to tell you the bus schedule & route GPS.

Smart technology-- Solar powered street lights, ways to car share.
22 6-TRCC Be prepared for change in technology. Yes, Define infrastructure. Stay 

adaptable. 
23 7-OPM 10
24 7-OPM 3

Connecting Our People
A3. Consider smart technology options when upgrading or replacing infrastructure.
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25 8-CRL
26 8-CRL 8 Need definition of smart technology options.
27 8-CRL 8 Overall powerlines--replacement of light poles, for instance.

Safer crosswalks.
city maintains infrastructure well.
Follow through w/initiatives.

28 9-MCU 5 0 Smart= Efficient
29 10-BVH 9 Continue to consider.
30 10-BVH 5 Opportunities missed because too smart.

But doesn't isolate us from real connection.
31 10-BVH 3 3 Buzz Word-Technology-Need smart options.
32 11-TC 5? 0 Wifi - bikes.
33 11-TC Longer lasting materials, more sustainable.
34 11-TC 7 0 City-owned Uber with autonomous vehicles?

Metric: No injuries or deaths in use of smart tech.
35 11-TC More electric charging stations (for cars).

Implement smart technology with important things.
Ain't broke, don't fix it.
Be aware of times / all in due time. 

36 12-Chamber 1 0 Necessary to improve workforce. Will be expected in the future. Should this 
policy be more specific?

37 12-Chamber 1 0 Replace light poles with smart poles-Example. Should be laying the groundwork 
now for technology improvement in the future.

38 12-Chamber 9 0 a given
39 12-Chamber 1 0 Foster innovation - support entrepreneurs - have to have the technology

40 12-Chamber 0 0
41 12-Chamber 0 0 City-wide wifi
42 Online 1 0
43 Online 1 0
44 Online

0 1

Yes if it is an upgrade that has been thoroughly studied. I don't want the city 
wasting money on technology that ends up being a failure and needing 
replacement.

45 Online 1 0
46 Online 1 0
47 Online 1 0
48 Online 1 0
49 Online 1 0
50 Online

1 0
investing in technology should also include cost savings long term by using 
technology

51 Online 1 0
52 Online 1 0
53 Online 1 0
54 Online 1 0
55 Online 1 0
56 Online 1 0
57 Online 1 0
58 Online 1 0
59 Online 1 0 Wifi connected city
60 Online 1 0
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61 Online 1 0
62 Online

1 0

I'm not sure what this means, but it sounds like a good idea.  One suggestion:  
how about a gigantic leap into the 1950s to try traffic signal synchronization?
Possible metrics:  (1) Cost of installation; (2) life cycle costs; (3) durability

63 Online 1 0 Measure - more solar signs.
64 Online 1 0 Usability and Economics
65 Online 1 0 ROI on costs and environmental impact
66 Online 1 0
67 Online 1 0
68 Online 1 0 Absolutely
69 Online 0 1
70 Online 1 0
71 Online 1 0
72 Online

1 0 Upgrading technology for infrastructure 25 percent if cost savings are benefit
73 Online 1 0
74 Online 1 0
75 Online 1 0
76 Online 1 0
77 Online

0 1 Well designed and constructed streets. Attention to storm water management.
78 Online 0 1 5G radiation is not healthy to be around.
79 Online 1 0
80 Online 1 0
81 Online 1 0
82 Online 1 0 Ease of ability to access technology options.
83 Online 1 0
84 Online 1 0
85 Online 1 0
86 Online 1 0
87 Online 1 0
88 Online 1 0
89 Online 1 0
90 Online 1 0
91 Online 1 0 Hard to create room for growth since this changes so quickly.
92 Online 1 0
93 Online

0 1 Not critical when transit and affordable housing options are more important.
94 Online 1 0
95 Online 1 0 Look to replace or update a minimum of 10% of technology every year.
96 Online 1 0
97 Online 1 0 Yes! be as green as possible.
98 Online 1 0
99 Online 1 0
100 Online 1 0
101 Online 1 0
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102 Online 1 0
103 Online 1 0
104 Online 1 0
105 Online 1 0
106 Online 1 0
107 Online 1 0
108 Online 1 0
109 Online 1 0
110 Online 1 0
111 Online 0 1 Maybe.  Technology is sometimes very over rated.
112 Online 1 0
113 Online 1 0
114 Online 1 0
115 Online 1 0
116 Online 0 1
117 Online 1 0 be current and allow for easy access to future technology.
118 Online 1 0
119 Online 1 0
120 Online

1 0

Study why the city and police department condone the killing of unarmed 
citizens and then further victimizing those families in the most shameful and 
disgraceful way.

121 Online 1 0
122 Online 1 0
123 Online 1 0
124 Online 1 0 SOLAR POWER street lights!!  That one thing would be a great help!!
125 Online 1 0
126 Online 1 0
127 Online 1 0
128 Online 1 0
129 Online 1 0
130 Online

1 0

Agreed, but also with an eye to technology terrorism. If we are too reliant on 
smart technology, then we also are harmed more if that sort of attack would 
ever occur by another nation.

131 Online 1 0
132 Online 1 0
133 Online 1 0
134 Online 1 0
135 Online 1 0
136 Online 1 0
137 Online 1 0
138 Online
139 Online 1 0
140 Online 1 0 This is a must
141 Online 1 0
142 Online
143 Online 0 1
144 Online 1 0
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145 Online 1 0
146 Online 1 0
147 Online 1 0
148 Online 1 0
149 Online 1 0
150 Online 1 0
151 Online 1 0 But don't overdo dependency and reliance on technology!!!
152 Online 1 0
153 Online
154 Online 1 0
155 Online

0 1 Smart?  I assume you mean technology.  Focus on a quality "public realm".
156 Online 1 0
157 Online
158 Online 1 0
159 Online 1 0
160 Online 1 0
161 Online 1 0
162 Online 0 1
163 Online 1 0
164 Online 1 0
165 Online 1 0
166 Online 1 0
167 Online 1 0
168 Online 1 0
169 Online 1 0
170 Online 1 0
171 Online 1 0 100% support this.
172 Online 1 0
173 Online 1 0
174 Online 1 0
175 Online 1 0
176 Online 1 0
177 Online 1 0
178 Online 1 0
179 Online 1 0
180 Online Question too vague... depends and if it is reasonable
181 Online 1 0
182 Online
183 Online 1 0
184 Online
185 Online 1 0
186 Online 0 1
187 Online 1 0
188 Online 1 0
189 Online 0 1
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190 Online
1 0

1 yearly to include downtown OP, College or 119th and  Metcalf, Deanna Rose 
Farmstead area and eventually further south.

191 Online

1 0

What ever SMART is  but change for sake of change at high cost isn't wise.  
How's that Google fiber buildout now stalled since OP stiff armed it.  How's 
that Beige White Castle.   How are Office buildings with inadequate parking.??

192 Online 1 0
193 Online 1 0
194 Online

1 0
Always... areas should be state of the art... be able to work online in a park 
would be amazing.

195 Online
1 0

Shouldn't just focus on technology and looking state-of-the-art. Need to 
consider sustainability and usability.

196 Online 1 0
197 Online 1 0
198 Online 1 0

292 19
94% 6%
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ForwardOP 
Round 2: Community Conversations ‐ Public Input 
Includes 10 public meetings, Online, Chamber/Visit OP Boards and Teen 
Council 

Results Summary 

Additional Actions  Notes 
Bike / Pedestrian / Walkability 
1. Light on trails
2. Invest in and maintain walking/biking options along

major corridors and parks/green areas
3. Continue to add/implement more bike & pedestrian

trails.

4. Use bike trails for purposeful transportation.
5. Walking/biking trails are important.

6. Sidewalk repair >> more funding to be able to repair
more sidewalks more quickly.

7. Walkability, not there yet.
8. Improve walkability.
9. Better crosswalks and bike paths.
10. Enhance walkability in neighborhoods.
11. Review Zoning laws ‐ do they encourage mixed

developments, so you can walk to things you want to do
in a controlled manner? Determine what is a reasonable
walking distance.

12. Grid system in developments for walkability. No cul‐de‐
sacs.

13. Walkability: Demand developers do their fair share.
14. Put out maps at trail sites.
15. Signage, Access.
16. Police force ‐ focus on citizen safety along the trails, etc.
17. Build wider/better bike lanes along roadways.
18. develop plan for better connection/ ID / support of

existing recreation, entertainment, activities. ‐ feels to
isolated not connected to city of OP (including
collaboration with JOCO community college and
opportunities with JOCO parks & rec)

19. Walkable "nodes".
20. walkability study‐ I think OP should review around its

downtown area how that can be more attractive to have
residents walk to there for entertainment, restaurants,
shopping, and of course the farmers market.

Public Transportation

21. Shuttle service to Farmers Market from tech school on
83rd & Broadmoor.

22. Mini Bus shuttle services from specific businesses,
services. Through stages of life.

23. Integrated Shuttle Service /Bus/Subway to Farmers
Market & other attractions.
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ForwardOP 
Round 2: Community Conversations ‐ Public Input 
Includes 10 public meetings, Online, Chamber/Visit OP Boards and Teen 
Council 

Results Summary 

24. Assist aging population or young people (They do not
drive).

25. Affordable transportation for seniors.
26. City ‐run "Uber" type of program to benefit populations

w/o cars, something besides buses.
27. Bus Route needed on 87th St. & Antioch.
28. Accounting for density when designing public

transportation. Better and more bus services.
29. Connecting to KC Metro or another city.
30. New builds have to incorporate public transit.
31. Start out w/free transit & ease into fees.
32. Transport working well ‐ Edwards to KU Campus.

33. Don't just study greater investment in public transit. Do
it!

34. Create a viable plan for rapid transit, with park and ride
stations inside and outside of the city.
Arts / Culture / Events

35. Provide arts and cultural center space in the city,
includes performance arts.

36. Block/community parties/events.
37. Partner with library and other governmental bodies to

better engage the public.
38. Downtown ‐ is it the heart of the city? People who live

South, it is too far to drive (20 min. drive).
39. Where is the heart of the city?
40. Within city have great diversity of wealth, ethnicity.

More than a gathering spot? ‐‐Maybe more NH‐scale
spaces.

41. Create iconic destination for people to recognize. Better
promotion of Arboretum. Provide public transit to
Arboretum.

Parks, Recreation and Amenities

42. Update some of the older parks (North).
43. Smaller target parks
44. Multiple green spaces across city.
45. Pump tracks, recreation.
46. Exercise activities around the park, such as at South Lake

Park.

47. Neighborhood Parks that connect.
48. parks & rec‐ living in Northern OP, or north of 435, I see

what Prairie Village is doing with its parks and
abundance of them.  I think OP should do the same, with
connected wide sidewalks.

130



ForwardOP 
Round 2: Community Conversations ‐ Public Input 
Includes 10 public meetings, Online, Chamber/Visit OP Boards and Teen 
Council 

Results Summary 

Technology 
49. Being open to new technologies.
50. Solar & Technology.
51. Need balance between change/technology & what's

familiar, works now.
52. Add OP to Snapchat or other social media.

53. Livestream all public meetings, record and index.
54. Communication

55. Promote city‐wide/community website.
Volunteerism / Engagement

56. Seniors want to help but don't know how.
57. Civic Engagement‐‐Automatic‐Voter Registration‐‐

Promote Voting.
58. Volunteer opportunities‐Organized program.

59. Get more participation from our residents.
60. Promote small community engagements, so neighbors

can be more comfortable with each other and grow from
there.

61. Need an "OP" event that is identified as the go‐to.
Roads / Infrastructure

62. Don't ignore traditional modes of transportation.
63. Think ahead about infrastructure.
64. Grow road infrastructure with business.
65. Reinvestigation of infrastructure, making biking safer &

mass transit
66. We're too connected to our cars.
67. Car‐centric because of the city's sprawl.
68. Continue to focus reinvestment on existing

infrastructure‐separate or new action?
69. You need a civics lesson to understand the limited role of

government. It is not community development.
Maintaining safe streets and low taxes. Manage storm
water.

70. Scout signs for updates.
71. Making it great as possible.
72. Gondola down Metcalf

Miscellaneous

73. Everything needs a purpose before investment
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ForwardOP 
Round 2: Community Conversations ‐ Public Input 
Includes 10 public meetings, Online, Chamber/Visit OP Boards and Teen 
Council 

Results Summary 

Caring	for	our	People	
We believe caring for our people involves being open and welcoming for all people. 

Goal Statement  Average Ranking 
(out of 5)

A welcoming place, where all people are well taken care of with access to high 
quality education, convenient healthcare, social services, and a safe 
environment, and where the community works together for the greater good. 

4.65

Draft Action  % in support
1. Create a proactive government leadership development program to cultivate
diverse candidates to participate in local governance.

84% 

Comments:

 Encourage younger candidates
 Be proactive in reaching out to candidates
 Look at expanding other leadership opportunities and engagement as well
 Term limits

 Mentoring and internship opportunities
2. Create a “Welcome Academy” for new community members. 53% 
Comments:

 Involve employers

 Need more details
 Resource packet
 Partner with realtors, HOAs; leadership should be at neighborhood level.
 Leawood has “Welcome Wagon”

 Online resources/app
 How much funding would be needed? Who would run?
 Unclear who target is.

3. Facilitate mental health training within business and nonprofit community,
including first responders.

85% 

Comments:

 Emphasis on partnerships. Don’t duplicate services.
 Counseling in schools.
 Also focus on education about the issue.
 Alternatives to detention for mental health issues.
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ID Source Thumbs 
Up B1

Thumbs 
Down B1

CommentsB1

1 1-MRCC 1 Need to encourage younger participants. Not tied to individuals being sponsored 
through business channels. Needs to be worked out.

2 1-MRCC 7
3 1-MRCC
4 1-MRCC 7 0 Diversity is a key point.
5 1-MRCC 7 Diverse leadership through government and city.
6 1-MRCC 6
7 1-MRCC Scholarships or Grants. Teen council; Leadership Program. More exposure to 

what is available.
8 1-MRCC 8 Educate groups on how to run/participate.

Internship/Shadow - Good idea but how?
Look at schools to start this.
Public focus to educate people on how to get involved.
More diverse candidates is recipe for success.

9 2-SAGC 6 Open up to beyond just people who live/work in OP. Need to diversify the 
programs that we already have, such as leadership OP >> Use existing 
organizations & infrastructure & make a start in schools to educate about local 
governance. Mayor bringing in a target population for frequent conversations. 
Who would lead program? Need to form a committee to see how to diversify 
existing committee. Use what is working in community groups already. 

10 2-SAGC 7 Need it to be non-political, open to all, find ways to engage all.
11 3-JCCC 8 Need to have more diversity look at CC not that diverse.

But reach to people --easier website -- transparency.
Do we have input at state level?  

12 3-JCCC 8
13 3-JCCC 6 Proactive is important--ask participants that are not normally included.

14 4-OPCC
15 4-OPCC 6 Action supports the vision statement.

Who would run the program? 
How would people apply, would it cost $ to participate? 
Look into why civic engagement is low.

16 4-OPCC 6 0 Local leadership programs - COOT - not necessarily diverse.
17 4-OPCC What's the action & result of the change? Don't waste time creating it if no 

action will come from it. 
18 5-SMHS 3 2 Allows more diverse gender & race.
19 5-SMHS 5 Packet of opportunities. Promote opportunities in different ways --Encouraging 

people to participate.
20 5-SMHS
21 5-SMHS Qualifications should come first. Diversity is Important 
22 6-TRCC 5 Goes beyond elected officials. Cultivate citizens who are already involved. 

Chamber has good leaders. Take teen council and develop next step. Increase 
civic engagement program, have them take it to the next level. Development 
program for young adults. Term limits would force community to find other 
candidates.

23 7-OPM 10 Representation vs participation but modified.

Caring for our People
B1. Create a proactive government leadership development program to cultivate diverse candidates to 
participate in local governance.
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24 7-OPM 3
25 8-CRL 8
26 8-CRL 6 What is the need for this? If someone wants to run, they should personally 

invest. Parties develop candidates. Education is more important. 

27 8-CRL 8 Don't think there needs to be a separate process than leadership OP --Chamber 
member only
Better promotions of existing programs
Benefit open to anyone 
Expand existing

28 9-MCU 5 ? Start on younger level--expand on Teen Council
Find ways to expand on existing programs 
Idea: encourage Mayor & CC to talk @ schools about leadership to cultivate.
TT all gov't classes.

29 10-BVH 9 Transparency, meeting minutes, Leadership OP
30 10-BVH 7 0 Need a HS or JCCC Civics class. 

Leadership OP - Drawback on Local government
$1,200

31 10-BVH 6 Line item on budget, allocate funds to attract youth, Mentor young people 
interested in City Government "Mentern"- Mentor/Intern 

32 11-TC Already happening
33 11-TC 6 0 Teen council - need to promote teen council more.  

Outreach programs with high schools. 
34 11-TC 8 0 Program similar to free Johnson County Citizens Academy with emphasis on 

people of diverse background; "blind" applications for boards / commissions.
Metric: governing body reflects city.
Metric: City boards and commissions reflect diversity of city. 

35 11-TC 5?? 0 Teen/community programs.
Leadership skills.

36 12-Chamber 0 0 May not be necessary - use existing resources - COP, etc.
37 12-Chamber 1 0 Enahnce LOP - increase the diversity in the class. Increase engagement in the 

class and after graduation.
38 12-Chamber 9 0 Other leadership programs - How to best train for programs that exist.
39 12-Chamber 1 0 Create purposeful place - will effect all the other components. Connecting our 

people, caring for our people compnents. Use a different name to describe. Be 
bold and aspirational. Go after the land at the College and Metcalf - Knonkeland. 
Art, entertainment, shopping with character. Spread throughout the community - 
series of microplaces/multi-destinations

40 12-Chamber 0 0 Apathy about governance as a whole makes this hard. Longtime difficulty in 
attracting minorities to public jobs (fire/police/city government)

41 12-Chamber 0 0 Metric to reflect diveristy of the community. Citizens academy for 
neighborhoods. Focus on excellence. Provide opportunities for all. Affordability.

42 Online 1 0
43 Online 1 0
44 Online 1 0
45 Online 0 1 Get the best candidates, diversity doesn't matter.
46 Online

1 0
Changing our governance to reflect our demographic will make the city more 
welcoming.
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47 Online 1 0
48 Online 1 0
49 Online 1 0
50 Online 1 0 If there is already this in place, it needs more visibility in community
51 Online 1 0
52 Online 0 1
53 Online 0 1
54 Online 1 0
55 Online 0 1
56 Online 1 0
57 Online 1 0
58 Online 1 0
59 Online 1 0 Age and ethnically diverse candidates
60 Online 1 0
61 Online 1 0
62 Online

1 0

Interesting idea. I wonder what this would look like?  Possible metrics:  (1)
Increased diversity of people on boards, committees, City Council -- by age, 
race/ethnicity, gender; (2) Increase in voter participation in elections (I may be 
stretching this a bit -- but it could follow from an aggressive 
development/outreach program)

63 Online
1 0

The percentage of diversity in leadership should reflect the percent diversity in 
the population.

64 Online 1 0 % of woman and minorities represented
65 Online

1 0
Must be tax paying member of community with proven record of contributing to 
local neighborhoods and organizations in OP

66 Online 1 0
67 Online 0 1
68 Online

1 0
If the city boards are full of white men then yes.  I have no ideas what they look 
like now.

69 Online 0 1
70 Online 1 0
71 Online 0 1
72 Online 1 0 Increase diversity 25 percent
73 Online 1 0
74 Online

0 1 Support diversity but not feel city government's job to proactively foster it.
75 Online 1
76 Online

0 1
Define "diverse". Participation and engagement in local governance needs to be 
improved across all demographics.

77 Online
0 1

This is stupid! Sounds like government by government. It should be By the 
people, of the people, for the people.

78 Online 0 1 Sounds like affirmative action.
79 Online 1 0
80 Online 1 0
81 Online 1 0
82 Online 1 0
83 Online 1 0
84 Online 1 0
85 Online 1 0
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86 Online 1 0
87 Online 1 0
88 Online 1 0
89 Online 1 0
90 Online 1 0
91 Online 1 0 Hard to keep the diversity elements here.
92 Online 1 0
93 Online

1 0
All boards, committees and elected councils reflect the population regarding 
diversity

94 Online 1 0 Long way to go there n this one
95 Online

0 1
It's great to be diverse, but I don't think you can force it. Have term limits and 
regular elections to ensure new ideas are always brought to the table.

96 Online 0 1
97 Online 1 0
98 Online 1 0
99 Online 1 0
100 Online 1 0
101 Online 1 0
102 Online 1 0
103 Online 1 0
104 Online 1 0
105 Online 1 0
106 Online 1 0
107 Online 1 0
108 Online

0 1
Open market for any candidate to run - there are no restrictions on anyone 
today

109 Online 1 0
110 Online 1 0
111 Online I'm neither thumbs up or down on this one...
112 Online 0 1
113 Online

1 0

What about diversity in the community, in local businesses, and spreading a
message of celebrating and promoting that diversity? Educating public servants 
on subjects such as diversity and race and ensuring the safety of our diverse 
community?

114 Online 1 0
115 Online 1 0
116 Online 0 1
117 Online

1 0

Provide and environment where people can take care of themselves - not be 
"taken care of"  We will create  healthy as a city if  we help our people do things 
for themselves and not rely on the city to take care of them.

118 Online 1 0
119 Online 1 0
120 Online

0 1

Study why the city and police department condone the killing of unarmed 
citizens and then further victimizing those families in the most shameful and 
disgraceful way.

121 Online 0 1
122 Online 1 0 Absolutely
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123 Online 0 1
124 Online

1 0
Have published requirements, credential requirements, and a set time limit of 
service.

125 Online 1 0
126 Online 1 0
127 Online 0 1 I don't think you need a government program for this
128 Online 0 1
129 Online 1 0
130 Online 1 0
131 Online 1 0
132 Online 1 0
133 Online 1 0
134 Online 0 1
135 Online 1 0
136 Online 1 0
137 Online 1 0
138 Online 0
139 Online 1 0 The city government definitely needs some diversity.
140 Online 1 0
141 Online 1 0
142 Online

0 1

Have a month during the year when citizens can come and see the  city in action.
Make it  sign up affair with 30 member groups getting a palnned understanding 
of the operations in Overland Park. After time, extend this to freshman high 
school classes. People should not be culled into politics deliberately, it needs to 
be from the person..

143 Online 0 1
144 Online 1 0
145 Online 1 0
146 Online 0 1
147 Online 1 0
148 Online 1 0 We need fresh people for fresh ideas
149 Online 1 0
150 Online 1 0
151 Online 1 0
152 Online 1 0
153 Online 1 0
154 Online 1 0 Great idea, but the "good ol' boys club" won't let go.
155 Online 0 1 This is fine, but low priority.
156 Online 1 0
157 Online 1 0
158 Online 1 0
159 Online 1 0
160 Online 1 0
161 Online 1 0
162 Online 0 1
163 Online 1 0
164 Online 1 0
165 Online 0 1
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166 Online 1 0
167 Online 1 0
168 Online 1 0
169 Online 1 0
170 Online 1 0 Absolutely.
171 Online

1 0
Great idea, I would love to see the definition of diverse to ensure that it truly is 
representative of all.

172 Online 1 0
173 Online 0 1
174 Online 1 0
175 Online

1 0

This is a great idea!! Not only this, but ensure we are attracting diverse talent to 
all of the volunteer boards and commissions.  I know I had to ask several times 
before filling an open seat.

176 Online 1 0
177 Online 0 1
178 Online 1 0
179 Online 1 0
180 Online 1 0
181 Online 1 0
182 Online
183 Online 1 0
184 Online
185 Online 1 0
186 Online 1 0
187 Online 1 0
188 Online 1 0
189 Online 1 0
190 Online

1 0
Publish percentages of ethnicity voters.
Create 1 string web access newsletter.

191 Online
Diverse like what you have now with the rubber stamp, ageism Chamber of 
Commerce culture?  There needs to be more transparency on what money 
backed witch candidates-  Follow the money.  Post 100% of contributions to city 
races on OP Web.  Or cap $$ spent.  Think the Developers own city govt.

192 Online 0 1
193 Online 1 0
194 Online

1 0 Diversity is always good... we need to appeal to a diverse group of people.
195 Online 1 0 Diversity is always good and leads to new ideas and broader direction.
196 Online 1 0 Online
197 Online 1 0
198 Online 0 1

282 55
84% 16%
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ID Source Thumbs 
Up B2

Thumbs 
Down B2

CommentsB2

1 1-MRCC Offer information at key gathering points. Implement at a neighborhood level 
(Farmer's market).

2 1-MRCC 7 Continued investment in current programs.
3 1-MRCC
4 1-MRCC 1 3 Too vague. What does this mean?
5 1-MRCC
6 1-MRCC 6 Starts in neighborhoods, not government, self incentives.
7 1-MRCC 7
8 1-MRCC 8 JoCo doing this (we think) - Counselors in middle/elementary schools been cut 

too much. More awareness/education. 
9 2-SAGC 6 Create a marketing packet or link for employers to use to bring employees to 

OP, to give them information. Monthly "welcome" meeting for new residents to 
participate in, do giveaways for round of golf or local restaurants. Like a HOA 
welcome program on a larger scale. new businesses, New residents? Education 
about community, opportunities use mass communication, start with initial 
welcome & other continued conversation. Could be electronic, would it be 
more than a packet. Are there ways to incorporate this into an existing 
committee/program who would be in charge of the program? Start with initial 
welcome & then give people opportunity to opt out.

10 2-SAGC 7 Questions about how it would work.
11 3-JCCC 8
12 3-JCCC 8 Partner with real estate companies to know who moves in.
13 3-JCCC 8 Maybe not an academy, but welcome resource packet for realtors.
14 4-OPCC
15 4-OPCC 6 Include "highlights" about the OP, information about services/businesses, etc. 

in OP quarterly of new residents, including business leaders and current. Would 
include an app with access to information once you become a member of the 
community.

16 4-OPCC 3 3 ? Not clear understanding -ok/idea
17 4-OPCC 4  A list of new businesses would be good - have to know [illegible] to welcome 

here. If you get people plugged in good, but waste of resources to do a 
"welcome academy".

18 5-SMHS 5 How to implement? Public or Private Funded? Promotes Civic Information.

19 5-SMHS 5 Encourage every neighborhood to be ambassadors for city & neighborhood.

20 5-SMHS
21 5-SMHS Welcome wagons of Old. Strong HOA working to welcome people. More info 

for new citizens.
22 6-TRCC 5 Train HGA's to give out packets. How do you identify who is new? Use 

infrastructure already in place i.e. HOA City could connect with property 
owners to prepare welcoming packet. When new business are attracted having 
Welcoming packet. OP  "newspaper" to get info out. Communication between 
different age groups.

23 7-OPM 10 Don't understand.
24 7-OPM 3

Caring for our People
B2. Create a “Welcome Academy” for new community members.
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25 8-CRL Marketing with realtors & HOA.
26 8-CRL 5 1 Leawood has a "Welcome Wagon".  

Connections make new folks want to get involved.
Academy would have to reach out, not just expect folks to show up--Social 
media necessary. 
More effectively addressed by apartment complex or HOA. Good idea but what 
does this look like? Needs to include rental and owners

27 8-CRL 8 Communicate with youth & neighborhoods.
Expand NEC to citywide.
Support neighborhood engagement. 
Maintain resident resources on website.
Don't think a separate group is needed.
Quarterly overview w/ package is very helpful

28 9-MCU 5 0 To be defined - Ambassadors, packets
Training - OP 101 -how to engage/neighborhoods?
Is this 'welcome' or 'acceptance'? 
Need a 'landing place'. 
Not make it too perfect.
Is another action needed?

29 10-BVH 9 HOA
30 10-BVH No vote, too open-ended.

Don't know what that means-de Pine New Neighbors League could do this 
better .

31 10-BVH 6 Help neighborhoods welcome new neighbors.  Good concept but will it work? 
Way to get knowledge about city services. Nextdoor website.

32 11-TC Foster through partnership with Chamber and Real Estate Brokers.
33 11-TC 0 6 Should be done by neighborhoods, difficult to implemement. 
34 11-TC 8 0 City partners with schools to welcome and educate on local government, or 

neighborhood groups or ethnic groups.  
35 11-TC 0 5? Too much.
36 12-Chamber 0 0 How do we make this workable and attractive? So people participate. Question 

is creating community purpose/welcoming attitude and inclusion. Is there an 
"academy" for newcomers to come to learn about OP and engage. Provide 
accress to programs - language, housing, etc.

37 12-Chamber 0 1 Seems way off base. If we need a welcoming academt then we have failed. This 
isn't aspirational.

38 12-Chamber 0 9 Don't need this!
39 12-Chamber 0 0
40 12-Chamber 0 1
41 12-Chamber 0 1 Not as important. Not priority.
42 Online 1 0
43 Online
44 Online 0 1
45 Online 0 1 Waste of money
46 Online 1 0 This would be great!
47 Online I do not understand this
48 Online 0 1
49 Online 1 0
50 Online

1 0

This would be good for welcoming refugees/immigrants to the community. Also 
would like to have a source for resources for people struggling with finances or 
navigating social services.

51 Online 1 0
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52 Online 0 1
53 Online
54 Online 1 0
55 Online 0 1
56 Online
57 Online 1 0
58 Online 0 1
59 Online

1 0
Online and physical resources - multiple ways to access information about the 
community

60 Online 1 0
61 Online 1 0
62 Online

1 0

Is this like the old "Welcome Wagon?"   In at least two of our prior moves (in 
Iowa and Oregon), we were greeted by a WW rep, and it was great. Metrics are 
tough for this one.  Here's my (lame) attempt:  (1) Number of new people 
contacted; (2) Number of follow-up communications from people contacted -- 
presumably indicating some degree of engagement; (3) Number of new 
community members getting involved in community organizations (please don't 
ask me to track that!)

63 Online 0 1 I don't think this is needed.
64 Online 1 0 participation and feedback
65 Online 0 1 not sure how this could work without leadership - study feasibility
66 Online 1 0
67 Online 0 1
68 Online 0 1 Not sure how this would be helpful.
69 Online 0 1
70 Online 0 1
71 Online 0 1
72 Online 1 0 Possibly create social program 5 percent
73 Online 1 0
74 Online 1 0
75 Online
76 Online 1 0
77 Online 0 1 Not a government function.
78 Online 1 0
79 Online 0 1
80 Online 1 0
81 Online 1 0
82 Online 1 0 High/Positive marks from academy attendees.
83 Online 0 1
84 Online 0 1
85 Online 1 0
86 Online 1 0
87 Online

0 1
This might work better as a private enterprise, delivering info and discounts to 
new residents. Hoe about the Chamber of Commerce?

88 Online 0 1
89 Online 1 0
90 Online 0 1
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91 Online 0 1
92 Online 1 0
93 Online 0 1 Good idea but doubtful that many would take the time to participate.
94 Online 1 0
95 Online

1 0
Ensure each new resident gets invited to the Welcome Academy within the first 
three months of living here.

96 Online 0 1
97 Online I'm neutral on this - if this happens just be sure that if it's to on board a more 

diverse group, that the welcoming academy is not solely comprised of while 
folks.

98 Online 1 0
99 Online 1 0
100 Online 0 1
101 Online 1 0
102 Online 0 1
103 Online 1 0
104 Online 0 1 I'm sure it will be under utilized.
105 Online 0 1
106 Online 1 0
107 Online 1 0
108 Online 0 1
109 Online 1 0 Sign me up.
110 Online 0 1
111 Online

0 1
Businesses or residents? 
Being a welcoming neighborhood is always our goal on Broadmoor.

112 Online 0 1
113 Online

0 1

Unnecessary expense. Put that money towards helping low income families in 
the community. There are children going hungry daily, don't focus on 
welcoming the new investors.

114 Online 1 0
115 Online 1 0
116 Online 0 1
117 Online 1 0
118 Online 0 1
119 Online 1 0
120 Online

0 1

Study why the city and police department condone the killing of unarmed 
citizens and then further victimizing those families in the most shameful and 
disgraceful way.

121 Online 0 1
122 Online Not sure what that means
123 Online 0 1
124 Online

1 0
Nextdoor, or Welcome Wagon type of things.  Even just the person in charge of 
local ares (Grantiauch, Historic, etc.) call to personally invite to next meeting.

125 Online 1 0
126 Online 1 0
127 Online 0 1 There are already groups that do this.  Support them.
128 Online 0 1
129 Online 1 0
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130 Online 0 1
131 Online 0 1
132 Online 1 0
133 Online

0 1

This should be the responsibility of neighborhood associations.  There needs to 
be training for formal and interested informal neighborhood leaders developing 
welcoming environments/activities and supporting new residents.

134 Online What is this supposed to mean?
135 Online 1 0
136 Online 1 0
137 Online 0 1
138 Online
139 Online 0 1 I don't even know what that means.
140 Online 1 0
141 Online 0 1
142 Online 1 0
143 Online 1 0
144 Online 1 0
145 Online 0 1
146 Online 0 1
147 Online 1 0
148 Online 0 1
149 Online 1 0
150 Online 0 1 Welcoming others should be a community efforrt, nor a committe.
151 Online 0 1
152 Online 1 0
153 Online Depends on exactly what a "Welcome Academy" would consist of.
154 Online 0 1
155 Online 0 1
156 Online 1 0
157 Online 1 0
158 Online ?
159 Online 1 0
160 Online I don't know what this means so can't vote up or down.
161 Online 1 0
162 Online 1 0
163 Online 1 0
164 Online 1 0
165 Online 1 0
166 Online 1 0
167 Online 1 0
168 Online 0 1
169 Online 1 0
170 Online 1 0
171 Online 0 1 I'm not sure this makes much sense.
172 Online 0 1
173 Online 0 1 Not sure this would be used very often in general.
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174 Online 1 0
175 Online

1 0

Pella, IA had a "welcome wagon" program. Where you would get a free or 
discounted service/item and it allowed you to meet your business partner 
neighbors.

176 Online 1 0
177 Online 0 1
178 Online 1 0 This would be like the Welcome Wagon of old and I think wonderful.
179 Online 1 0 Whatever happened to the ol welcome wagons?
180 Online Need more details on this.
181 Online 0 1
182 Online
183 Online 1 0
184 Online
185 Online 1 0
186 Online 0 1
187 Online 1 0 Not sure what this is but sounds good.
188 Online 1 0
189 Online 1 0
190 Online 1 0
191 Online

1 0

Better make the seen but not heard HOAs do that since communication is one 
way with them, let them do dirty and $$$ work.  Grants to HOAs.
increase $$ by 500%.

192 Online 0 1
193 Online 1 0
194 Online 0 1
195 Online

0 1
Sounds good, but participation would be low. People will integrate with the 
community through involvement no a class.

196 Online 1 0 Online
197 Online 0 1
198 Online 0 1

166 149
53% 47%
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ID Source Thumbs 
Up B3

Thumbs 
Down B3

CommentsB3

1 1-MRCC Create a program to raise awareness. Avoid duplication of services. Coordinate 
with county services -- Are first responders meeting with churches, etc. to discuss 
sharing training, awareness of aging issues, mental health issues?

2 1-MRCC 7 City should help facilitate but not own.
3 1-MRCC
4 1-MRCC 7 0 More police and fire responders need mental health training.

Chamber of Commerce needs to be involved in business training on mental 
health.

5 1-MRCC
6 1-MRCC Very careful with interaction - Liability issue, cautious. 
7 1-MRCC 7 Not Businesses. Already in Police Dept. 
8 1-MRCC
9 2-SAGC 6 Need improvement beyond what services are being provided. Need more access 

to information.
10 2-SAGC 7
11 3-JCCC 8 Yes!! What's working In other places?

A place to take people instead of jail
12 3-JCCC 8 Opportunities to coordinate with KU, the county and others. Leverage existing 

first responder training.
13 3-JCCC 6 Jewish Family Services partnered with Blue springs School District to provide 

mental health resources.
14 4-OPCC
15 4-OPCC 6 Necessary for the community.

Connection with schools, must be w/community partnership. 
Ongoing training such as cultural competency training, mental health training in 
businesses.
Create tax to pay for mental health training.

16 4-OPCC 6 0
17 4-OPCC 4 A place to go besides jail to get help.
18 5-SMHS 3 2 Provide an opportunity.
19 5-SMHS
20 5-SMHS Psychologist required at each and every school.
21 5-SMHS Fire Depts. have more open door involvement.
22 6-TRCC Partner with schools, Creating healthy lives. 

Bringing Social Services to local gov't. 
Holistic health >>approach education. 
Be proactive. 
Maybe not place of business/NP community.

23 7-OPM 10 Not city issue, business by business issue.
24 7-OPM 3
25 8-CRL Partnership with schools & parent involvement volunteers to provide training & 

activities training for first responders for domestic violence.
Initiative towards going "cell-phone" free zones, campaign for engagement with 
community. 
Look at best practice within other cities.

Caring for our People
B3. Facilitate mental health training within business and nonprofit community, including first 
responders.
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26 8-CRL 6 Connect to National Alliance of Mental Illness. Crisis Intervention Team necessary

27 8-CRL 8 Happening already in community w/county --Work with schools.
28 9-MCU 5 0 (Thinking of employer-level) "greater good" is a big bucket of things-how did this 

get lifted out?
29 10-BVH 4 4 Funding up to business/Liability issue 
30 10-BVH 7 0 & education
31 10-BVH 6 Starts w/education: awareness of the issues.

High priority for First Responders-Teachers, Principals, etc. Police-Parents

32 11-TC 5? 0 Providing information to citizent to where to get help. 
Long term crisis v. short term fix.  Long term fix for help v. emergency care.

33 11-TC 6 0 Big yes.  Especially for first responders, protect citizens, more and better training 
and development to address problems.

34 11-TC 8 0 Definitely need mental health training for first respondeers.
Encourage inter-generational social opportunities. 

35 11-TC 5? 0 First resonders and non-profit community - important!!
36 12-Chamber 0 0 A short-term goal. Important.
37 12-Chamber 1 0 Very tactical but not aspirational. "We are going to recruit facilities, operators 

and businesses that develop the solution to opiods - mental health" - big goals. 
Large issue that involves State and Federal leadership. Need more resources. In 
schools, hospitals, prisons.

38 12-Chamber 3 6 Too far in the weeds, lack professional rezones
39 12-Chamber 0 0 Possibly- there is an energy that comes from the diversity of the tenants
40 12-Chamber 1 0 Very important. Not so much about first responders - preventative med- schools - 

government - city version of BB Well
41 12-Chamber 0 0 Include government in the action. Need to include schools, county… maybe city 

version of BV Well. Add awareness and education.
42 Online 1 0
43 Online 1 0
44 Online 1 0
45 Online 0 0
46 Online 1 0
47 Online 1 0
48 Online 1 0
49 Online 1 0
50 Online

1 0

this should be a high priority to educated all members of community on issues of 
mental health. Problem will only continue to get worse and be costly without 
addressing needs.

51 Online 1 0
52 Online 0 1
53 Online 1 0
54 Online 1 0
55 Online 1 0
56 Online 1 0
57 Online 1 0
58 Online 1 0
59 Online 1 0 Develop training and offer to groups
60 Online 1 0
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61 Online 1 0
62 Online

1 0

This is especially important for police officers.  Metrics:  (1) Numbers of people 
trained; (2) Independent professional endorsement of the quality of training; (3) 
number of people attending refresher or maintenance training

63 Online

1 0

What is more important - taking care of the homeless ,, drug addiction or mental 
health issues?  Why do businesses &nonprofits need this.  The number one 
metric should be first responders and our police.

64 Online 1 0 reduction in violence and reduction in police shootings
65 Online

1 0
focus on crises prevention and response - partnership with faith community to 
be established

66 Online 1 0
67 Online 1 0
68 Online

0 1
again not sure of the value of this training.  Do we have that many mentally ill 
people walking the streets of OP?

69 Online 1 0
70 Online 1 0
71 Online 1 0
72 Online 1 0 Education training 20 percent
73 Online 1 0
74 Online 0 1 Not sure this is job for city.
75 Online 1 0
76 Online

0 1
First responders already receive mental health training. Make mental health 
training a requirement to be a parent.

77 Online 0 1 Not a government function.
78 Online 0 1 Who makes to decisions as to what is acceptable or not acceptable.
79 Online 1 0
80 Online 1 0
81 Online 1 0
82 Online 1 0
83 Online 1 0
84 Online 1 0
85 Online 1 0
86 Online 1 0
87 Online 1 0
88 Online 1 0
89 Online 1 0
90 Online 1 0
91 Online 0 1
92 Online 1 0
93 Online

1 0
1 in 5 people have a mental illness. Important to have resources to deal with 
these residents. Success=each business has a trained responder.

94 Online 1 0
95 Online

1 0
Increase these types of training and facilities for those in need by 10% every 
year. We're all wound way too tight.

96 Online 1 0
97 Online 1 0
98 Online 1 0
99 Online 1 0
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100 Online 1 0
101 Online 1 0
102 Online 1 0
103 Online 1 0
104 Online 1 0
105 Online 1 0
106 Online 1 0
107 Online 1 0
108 Online 0 1
109 Online

1 0

This doesn't have to be solely a public expense, private enterprises and volunteer 
organizations could/should band together to make OP a mentally healthier place 
to live.

110 Online 1 0
111 Online

0 1
This area is so broad.  I don't have a firm opinion on where to go from where we 
are.

112 Online 0 1
113 Online 1 0
114 Online 0 1
115 Online 1 0
116 Online 0 1
117 Online 1 0
118 Online 1 0
119 Online 1 0
120 Online

0 1

Study why the city and police department condone the killing of unarmed 
citizens and then further victimizing those families in the most shameful and 
disgraceful way.

121 Online 0 1
122 Online 1 0
123 Online 1 0
124 Online 1 0
125 Online 1 0
126 Online 1 0
127 Online

0 1
This is a good idea but leadership should come from somewhere other than city 
government

128 Online 1 0
129 Online 0 1
130 Online 1 0 Wow, what a great idea. This would really make our community great.
131 Online 1 0
132 Online 1 0
133 Online 1 0 ABSOLUTELY.  Recent events have highlighted the need for this training.
134 Online 1 0 First responders yes - others not at tax payer expense.
135 Online 1 0
136 Online 1 0
137 Online 1 0
138 Online
139 Online 1 0 Absolutely.
140 Online 1 0 Priority One
141 Online 1 0
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142 Online

1 0

include police, school, and social services. Conflict resolution and developing a 
standard for citizen interactions can help. How to promote that standard is not 
clear.

143 Online 1 0
144 Online 1 0
145 Online 0 1
146 Online 0 1
147 Online 1 0
148 Online 1 0
149 Online 1 0
150 Online 1 0
151 Online

1 0

Require some level of commitment, in the form of funding support, by 
organizations receiving such training, particularly for anything beyond 
fundamental aspects.

152 Online 1 0
153 Online 1 0
154 Online 1 0
155 Online 0 1
156 Online 1 0
157 Online 1 0
158 Online 1 0
159 Online 1 0
160 Online 1 0
161 Online 1 0
162 Online 0 1
163 Online 1 0
164 Online 1 0
165 Online 1 0
166 Online

0 1
Don't first responders already get mental health training?  Add to parenting class 
or for general community education

167 Online 1 0
168 Online 1 0
169 Online 1 0
170 Online 1 0
171 Online

1 0
This would be great, and I feel is very needed. Especially in light of recent events 
that have taken place.

172 Online 1 0
173 Online

1 0
More awareness of these issues would be very helpful.  Measured by results of 
responses to emergency issues compared to previous years.

174 Online 1 0
175 Online 1 0
176 Online

1 0 Complete mental health training for 100% of city first responders by 2020.
177 Online 1 0
178 Online 1 0
179 Online 1 0
180 Online 1 0 First responders are already trained in this.
181 Online 1 0
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182 Online
183 Online 1 0
184 Online
185 Online 1 0
186 Online 1 0
187 Online 1 0
188 Online 1 0
189 Online 1 0
190 Online 1 0
191 Online

1 0

Yes - sadly too late, you don't mention in the schools too.   First responders  - you 
didn't do that and OPPD shot that 17 year old on a welfare call.  Spun it  that he 
drove at officers?   No out reach just 11 shots.  Chilling!   Measure success as no 
profiling or needless death at hands of OP.   No news is hard to measure but it is 
good news.   We all know there is more crime in OP, burying the blotter doesn't 
mean it goes away.

192 Online 0 1
193 Online 1 0
194 Online 0 1
195 Online

1 0
Needs to be clearly defined - mental health is broad. Also, this is sad if our first 
responders are not already trained in this, we are behind.

196 Online 1 0
197 Online 1 0
198 Online 1 0

263 45
85% 15%
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ForwardOP 
Round 2: Community Conversations ‐ Public Input 
Includes 10 public meetings, Online, Chamber/Visit OP Boards and Teen 
Council 

Results Summary 

Additional Actions   Notes 
Social Support / Services / Health 
1. Example of Denmark's training in identifying people in

need

2. People need to be more important than things‐‐social
services over public art.

3. We need adequate bricks & mortar facilities in which to
send people in need

4. Review of best practices in other cities for human
services > such as mental health, domestic violence,
wellness of women & children, safety.

5. City investment in local health & human services.
6. Services centrally located and accessible by public

transportation.

7. We need a caring community that looks after the poor,
orphans, and elderly.  There needs to be more mentor
people and groups.

8. A community that gives back to our families in need.
There are children that go hungry at night and their
only meal is the free or reduced lunch they get through
their school. There are no real shelters in OP and the
ones downtown are full. Homeless exist whether
people want to acknowledge it or not.  We have people
in desperate need of mental health assistance who
cannot afford to get care nor can Johnson County
Mental Health care for them all. We need more food
pantries and places our community members can when
they have nowhere else to turn. I want to see
fundraisers that get the community involved and the
money goes BACK into the community, we want it
transparent and to know where every dollar of all that
goes. You want to build a great community, you should
start by taking care of the one you have equally first.

9. Consider PPP for facilities to serve mental health, senior
housing, etc. that serve populations with
demonstrated.

10. Mental Health within gov't positions double up
11. Alcohol and Drug Problems/Addressing these problems.

12. Not implemented (mental health).
13. Be alert to mental health but have good mental help.
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ForwardOP 
Round 2: Community Conversations ‐ Public Input 
Includes 10 public meetings, Online, Chamber/Visit OP Boards and Teen 
Council 

Results Summary 

14. Treatment facilities for youth with mental health issues
including a residential facility

15. Affordable healthcare/convenient healthcare for those
who can't afford normal care

16. Re: convenient health care‐‐accessible/affordable‐‐No
real initiative ‐‐awareness.

17. Health care services through schools.
18. City‐sponsored/owned high quality healthcare such as

Mayo Clinic.
19. Need measurement for convenient healthcare.
20. Publicize "Neighborhood Services".
21. Tie services & neighborhoods with event opportunities.
22. Connect citizens to services‐‐don't ignore poverty.
23. Reduce wait times from 2‐3 hours at social service

locations. Reduce number of facilities necessary to get
services.

24. Needs to create a caring infrastructure. Leverage
children's services.

25. Lower substance abuse by 5%
26. Create a homeless shelter.

Communications / Outreach

27. No local newspaper.
28. Increase information about Op in Overview. Tell more

about what is in the city
29. Communication >> more information mailers, beyond

internet and email access, post cards announcing
events, services, etc.
Diversity

30. Expand outreach to diverse communities.

31. Integrate all members ‐ low income, ethnical diversity
32. I would like to see more cultural acceptance. San

Antonio celebrates Fiesta every year for a week solid of
activities bringing the community together. I would like
to see Overland Park really create celebrations of other
cultures and not rope it into just one big culture food
truck party like the joke of ethnic fest.  I mean
legitimate cultural celebration with educational classes,
performances, festivals, and really being engrossed in
the acceptance at all levels.

33. Strengthen & define "welcoming place" and "all people"
34. Diversity in community leaders, government, and public

servants. More representation of different races, more
women. 75% or more should be.
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ForwardOP 
Round 2: Community Conversations ‐ Public Input 
Includes 10 public meetings, Online, Chamber/Visit OP Boards and Teen 
Council 

Results Summary 

Safety 
35. Improve safety at night. Residential street lights are not

bright enough. (Lighting is not the whole issue)
36. Better Pedestrian crossing/signage
37. More: Lighting Solar/LED cross walks, signage, bike

lanes.

38. Renovating Sidewalks (widening), trail going nowhere.
39. Beacon tech ‐ connecting to smart phones for safety.
40. Community policing
41. Police connection/outreach
42. Provide racial bias training to policies to police to be

welcoming for residents & visitors
43. Don't kill your own unarmed citizens.
44. Recognize that OP has problems

45. More safety personnel
46. Imperative topic as thinking of veterans. The world is a

changing place‐‐adds safety.
47. It seems drivers in the area don't know basic rules like

using turn signals.  Aggressive driving is also way too
common.  I know there are potentially privacy issues,
but with video so easily available why not start raising
the visibility of these behaviors?   Look at what the
Lawrence Police Department has done on Twitter and
think about how the OPPD could impact driving with
video and Facebook/Twitter.
Housing / Affordability

48. Need more low/moderate Income housing
49. Include apartment complexes in neighborhood

conservation areas to include renters.
50. Affordable housing.

Education

51. Encourage more interaction w/school programs &
educational opportunities

52. More programs and committees that reach out to
Overland Park Schools.

53. Cities go into high schools to raise awareness and
provide development so increased ability to resolve and
address.

54. Keep up high quality education
55. Keep schools going don't let deteriorate.
56. Need action related to education‐‐won't have future

candidates related to #1 above (diversity) without
consistent education programs.
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Results Summary 

57. High quality education, healthcare & service are high
priority ‐ long term goals.

58. Education‐very high priority.
59. Not every child is meant to go to college or should go to

college, even if they excel at school.  We must develop
a well‐rounded student by exposing him/her to variety
of disciplines, whether they will pursue them or just use
the knowledge to become self‐sufficient, responsible
and active citizens, who know how to manage the
kitchen, house, garden, and their own personal well‐
being, physically and mentally. We must provide a well‐
rounded education for the next generation with the
cooperation of schools, parks, libraries, other
governmental units and local businesses.  These units
do not seem to actively work with each other to fill in
the gaps, which are real, such as woodcraft for the
youth.

60. Work with JCCO to grow more trades programs in
welding, graphic arts, programming, customs service to
develop more reasons for businesses to come here.

61. New nursing programs out of K State and KU Med to
grow the hospital business needs.

62. More money for teachers and educators in our city.
Overland Park should work towards facilitating that
change.

63. Where is the educational action?
Volunteerism / Civic Engagement

64. conduct a citizen's survey ‐ as part of beginning
campaign. I conducted a study with one of my research
classes at Ottawa University/OP in 1996/7 to assess the
Public Works' department's citizens perception of the
quality of their service. Presented to the City Council is
led to increased budget for improved infrastructure
north o 435. (Ana‐Elena Jensen, Ph.D. ‐
aejensen37@yahool.com)

65. Facilitate programs in the community that foster a
sense of involvement and independent action for those
things the city does not wish to be involved in. For
example, our neighborhood was besieged by feral/stray
cats due to a hoarder, many of which were not spayed
or neutered. The city took care of the hoarder but not
the cats she released. Due to laws that declare anyone
who feeds feral/stray to then *own* the cat themselves
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(ridiculous), and the city to not help with cats due to 
leash laws, then the city's shelter to claim there is no 
room to help, it's left to residents. But the way you 
have it set up, the residents don't want to help because 
they don't want to *own* these cats. So, they continue 
to breed. Several of us took it upon ourselves to get our 
street out of this mess, but we had to reach out to the 
KCMO shelter as well as paying for all spay/neuter 
ourselves. There should be support for those who want 
to do these sorts of things and protect our 
neighborhoods. Animal control should also be a 24/7 
service. And there should be some way citizens can take 
stray/found animals to a shelter without being accused 
of surrendering their own animal. The entire system is 
not helpful and has become harmful and an unspoken 
secret in many neighborhoods. If citizens are willing to 
pick up where the city does not want involvement 
though Animal Control, there needs to be grants, 
shelter support, and more to help everyone work 
together. This is my example. I'm sure there are other 
sorts of things under an entirely different category 
where citizens want to take action, but ordinances and 
support is too big of an obstacle. 

66. Continue opportunities for community focus groups
and working groups.

67. Strive to have residents that want to give back.
68. More access to volunteer time.

69. Hold @ Motts Run‐‐voluntary show‐up
70. Open public government, like the way you've extended

this community approach to this long‐term vision.
71. Community events for knowing local police officers.
72. I hear city staff is dispirited and city management is

small thinking Micro Management. Ms. Stalling needs
to learn that openness and public service and outreach
is more important than guarded provincialism

73. More open to public for leadership.
74. Electro shock therapy for all OPE execs and council

persons serving over 8 years
75. City council – mentor new people for office
76. Educate people on voting process and encourage

people to register to vote.
Miscellaneous
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ForwardOP 
Round 2: Community Conversations ‐ Public Input 
Includes 10 public meetings, Online, Chamber/Visit OP Boards and Teen 
Council 

Results Summary 

77. The major element missing from the various goals is
metropolitan coordination.  OP is merely part of a very
large metro area.  Many of the pressing problems and
concerns of OP residents are shared by residents of
Prairie Village, Lenexa, Olathe, etc.  Examples include
public transportation, environmental protection and
management, parks and recreation, and economic
development.  It would be nice to see OP take the lead
in coordinating with KC, MO to start a conversation
about appropriate bi‐state means of coordinating and
managing some of these big issues.

78. Repeal dog breed restrictions
79. Develop the micro places (community ‐ on who lives

there now)
80. Quit trying to micro manage people and their activities.

We don't need to all look alike, think alike and act alike.
Viva la difference! Leave the citizens alone and let us
enjoy our lives in the way we want, not your idea of
what you think we need or want!

81. Jack Messer1

82. Double spend
83. Double City Comm budget.
84.
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ForwardOP 
Round 2: Community Conversations ‐ Public Input 
Includes 10 public meetings, Online, Chamber/Visit OP Boards and Teen 
Council 

Results Summary 

Strengthening	our	Quality	of	Place	
We believe strengthening our quality of place involves continuing to improve our built environment 
and expand access to housing, recreation, entertainment, amenities and arts and culture. 

Goal Statement  Average Ranking 
(out of 5)

A high‐quality, sustainable built environment that offers a variety of choices 
including neighborhoods that offer the opportunity to live, work, and play. 

4.43

Draft Action  % in support
1. Develop an entertainment district that is anchored by a unique event venue. 57% 
Comments:

 This is not a priority
 “Let it develop on its own”
 There are sufficient other venues in KC
 Concerns about location
 Theater, concerts, and outdoor events
 Potential source of revenue

2. Develop and promote a comprehensive waste plan that encompasses water
management, landfill management and recycling in public areas.

83% 

Comments:

 Questions about public or private / raising taxes / city or county
 Facilitate recycling for multi‐family housing
 Composting and community gardens
 Do this now before it’s too late
 Sustainability and reuse/recycling are important

3. Create mixed‐cost housing developments (homes, condos, apartments) that
are integrated throughout the community that compliment a neighborhood and
community atmosphere.

70% 

Comments:

 Infill and repurposing
 Affordable housing is a priority
 Traffic is a concern
 Protect the old while building

the new
 Opposition to multi‐family

proximate to single family

 Favor smaller new‐builds over
large single‐family homes

 Current projects (new
apartments) considered
unaffordable
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ID Source Thumbs 
Up C1

Thumbs 
Down C1

CommentsC1

1 1-MRCC Let it develop on its own. Not necessarily a city project. Lack of trust in city 
government to place such a project without high detriment to nearby 
neighborhoods.

2 1-MRCC 7 Where? Why?
3 1-MRCC 8 To drive conventions they need walkability to restaurants, etc. 

The KC Metro area has enough venues and may be a duplicate.
Don't we already have that in OP (OP Convention Center, Deanna Rose, 
Arboretum, Prairie Fire)? 
Isn't JCCC an entertainment college? 
There may be other assets such as Oak Park Mall.
I don't think this is measured as a priority

4 1-MRCC 3 3 We don't want to recreate Westport or Power & Light District.
5 1-MRCC
6 1-MRCC 2 Depends on location, type of venue, events - like Riverwalk. Think of age groups.

7 1-MRCC 2 6 Sprint Center - Live in suburbs for a reason. We have OP communication center. 

8 1-MRCC Galleria--Vision Metcalf--Already coming.
9 2-SAGC See transportation answer--"Connecting our people" #1 & #2 Amphitheater, 

space includes multiple transportation avenues.
10 2-SAGC 7
11 3-JCCC 8 Edison OP- not a happy conversation- disruptive. 

Do we need restaurant & bars? 
Who's paying for it? Developer? Citizens? 

12 3-JCCC 8 Multi-cultural focus on unique and private development. Where would it be? 

13 3-JCCC 8 Occurring too much in the Metro. Goal seems more about everyday life. Could 
bring in more people but not necessarily residents.

14 4-OPCC 2 3 Want to go to it but not live in it, goes back to what we are as a community. If 
you build it will they come?

15 4-OPCC 6 Include art for visual definition. Emphasis on "unique" should be authentic to OP.  
Don't base it on what other options are in Metro area, in College & Metcalf area. 
Attract working & visiting population. Not mixed use, encourage use of local 
businesses & entrepreneurs.
Capture revenue from events to pay for needed city services.

16 4-OPCC 1 6 How much is sustainable? Need to take care where such development would be. 
Not a top priority. Other projects could be more impactful.

17 4-OPCC 4 Middle centralized place of OP.
Capitalize on 435--it's there, use the traffic.

18 5-SMHS 5
19 5-SMHS 5 Outdoor theatre, stage concerts. Cozy smaller venue.
20 5-SMHS
21 5-SMHS More local events & entertainment.

Site for summer/fall entertainment series.
22 6-TRCC 5 Currently spread out, put it in one place. Needs something to draw people in i.e.: 

theatre, concerts.

Strengthening our Quality of Place
C1. Develop an entertainment district that is anchored by a unique event venue.
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23 7-OPM 10 Many venues.
Enhance what we have.
Spread out throughout the city.
Not anchored.

24 7-OPM 3 Entertainment district - have a farmers market.
25 8-CRL
26 8-CRL 6 3 Developers can cover this, not city. Already have it with Prairie Fire & downtown. 

Where is city center? Trend going on with Power & Light . Priority should be on 
"Caring for our people" for tax dollar spending. 

27 8-CRL 8 Think outside the box.  Have enough issues without doing entertainment. Focus 
on other things --Create environment that is walkable--Use existing locations for 
events --College Blvd. in Metcalf --convention center focus--move forward --
Happen more organically.

28 9-MCU 5 0 Location? What is meant by unique? NIMBY ("not in my backyard") 
issues/concerns. A family-friendly city…Audience? 
Don't duplicate other attractions. Need to keep entertainment $ in OP.

29 10-BVH 9 Private entertainment district will be taken care of on its own.
30 10-BVH 3 4
31 10-BVH 6 Coachella-Places to have fun.

Entertainment District-all encompassing mixed use area.
Central.

32 11-TC
33 11-TC 6 0 Art fairs, amphitheater, restaurants - a power and light type district.  

Water park- indoor and outdoor.
34 11-TC Depends on where.  Could we enhance the fun places we already have?   Should 

include things you can do for free.  Street performers are fun.  Needs to support 
all generations.  Needs to be accessible with transportation.  Ecnoruage mixed 
development.

35 11-TC 5? 0 Concert areas, dancing - youth activities.  
Youth want to stay close, not go to KC (family-friendly OP).

36 12-Chamber 1 0 Could be anywhere and have more than one. Capitalize on Convention Center as 
an asset. May require non-traditional City-driven action to create this.

37 12-Chamber 1 0 With locally owned restaurants. With charm. Increae sales tax revenue. College 
and Metcalf.

38 12-Chamber 9 0 Losing convention, ER to other cties. Expand OP or Convention Center. What 
does this mean - What type of event

39 12-Chamber 1 0 First define - how do we want to be seen outside the community. Consistent 
brand used by all. Who we are.

40 12-Chamber 0 0 Would it work? Keep businness events here. Different from public gathering 
place - something to draw people in.

41 12-Chamber 0 0 Creating 24/7 district nightlife. Hold off sites in OP instead of downtown KC.

42 Online
0 1

maybe - entertainment might not be the right draw or needs to be better 
defined, can include recreation and park activities

43 Online 1 0
44 Online

0 1
Waste of money. We already have Power and Light &Westport. They are too big 
for OP to compete with.

45 Online 1 0 Down in south OP
46 Online 0 1 Why not use what KC has to offer?
47 Online 0 1
48 Online 1 0
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49 Online
0 1

Not in Downtown. No street drinking and large event venue in DTOP. Prairie Fire 
or else where is better. Too much for DTOP

50 Online

1 0

More spaces like kanza hall. Event spaces that can be worked into smaller scale 
plans - not huge amphitheater that create parking and traffic nightmare to drive 
in and live around.

51 Online 1 0
52 Online 1 0
53 Online 1 0
54 Online 1 0
55 Online 1 0
56 Online 1 0
57 Online 1 0
58 Online 1 0
59 Online 1 0 Destination that includes a music venue and restaurants
60 Online 0 1
61 Online 0 1
62 Online 1 0 Fine idea.  I don't have much to say about it, though.
63 Online

0 1

I prefer the quality of entertainment we have now vs. an entertainment district 
that encourages drinking and parties.  We already have theaters, art, museums, 
etc.

64 Online 1 0 Accessibility to all and appeal to all ages
65 Online 1 0 needs use feasibility
66 Online 1 0
67 Online 1 0
68 Online

0 1
Not necessary.  I would suggest designing events at our major centers and 
repeating the successful events yearly.

69 Online 1 0
70 Online 0 1
71 Online

1 0

Take a look at the City of Rosemont, near O'Hare Airport.  It is a great place for 
conventions, dining, entertainment and shopping, a miniature of Las Vegas strip.

72 Online 1 0 Provide more options for entertainment 20 percent
73 Online 1 0
74 Online 1 0
75 Online 1 0
76 Online 1 0
77 Online 0 0 Government is not a developer.
78 Online 1 0
79 Online 1 0
80 Online 1 0
81 Online Utilize existing areas to create the deistrict, then advertise this to the community

82 Online
1 0

Visible uptick in foot/people traffic to designated entertainment areas of OP.

83 Online 1 0
84 Online 1 0
85 Online 0 1
86 Online 1 0
87 Online 1 0 Downtown OP? Somewhere around 80th &Santa Fe.
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88 Online 1 0
89 Online 1 0
90 Online 1 0
91 Online

0 1
Grow old quickly.  Continue to grow greenspaces with restaurants and events 
around them

92 Online 0 1
93 Online

1 0
Need to compete with KCMO to keep dollars in OP. Success=venue identified and 
comitted.

94 Online 0 1
95 Online

1 0
Just don't make it hockey. Do that many people around here really care about 
hockey? Maybe it's me.

96 Online 1 0
97 Online

0 1

Large event spaces often go out of style and are difficult to maintain. With KCMO 
so close we don't need a large event venue. We need an attractive downtown 
that has a neighborhood vibe, allowing for unique local businesses to thrive. This 
will be more attractive long term.

98 Online 1 0
99 Online 1 0
100 Online 1 0
101 Online 1 0
102 Online 0 1
103 Online 0 1
104 Online

0 1
Haven't they tried and failed to some extent at prairie fire and park place. Both 
have empty retail spaces.

105 Online 0 1
106 Online 0 1
107 Online 1 0
108 Online 1 0
109 Online

1 0

Something will replace the NFL, and MLB as people gravitate toward hometown 
events.  Sports is not the end-all-to-be-all type events.  There are arts, 
educational and cultural events that might define OP.

110 Online 1 0
111 Online

0 1

Nope.  We already have some great event venues...JCCC.  Ritz Charles needs new 
ownership/management to reopen it... continue redevelopment of downtown 
OP.

112 Online 1 0
113 Online

1 0
So long as it doesn't go the way of P&amp;L and become a whitewashed 
experience.

114 Online 0 1
115 Online 1 0
116 Online 0 1
117 Online 0 1
118 Online 0 1
119 Online 1 0
120 Online

0 1

Study why the city and police department condone the killing of unarmed 
citizens and then further victimizing those families in the most shameful and 
disgraceful way.

121 Online 0 1
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122 Online

1 0

I fear that an increase in high-rise apartments and multi-story buildings will 
adversely affect the appeal of Overland Park and will discourage post graduates 
and future generations from living here.  Concepts like Prairie Fire already seem 
outdated and anything but innovative or forward-thinking.  People yearn for 
green space, walkability, culture/arts, community,  and the unique shopping and 
dining experiences that come with small businesses.  An influx of concrete, multi-
story buildings and big-boxed stores screams generic, any-town America. I 
believe that these multi-story concepts will become huge, vacant visual 
reminders of an ill-conceived idea that did not have lasting appeal-similar to the 
failed indoor mall concept.  We are truly paving paradise and destroying the 
character and charm of our city to put up parking lots.

123 Online 0 1
124 Online

0 1

We have Farmers Market, we have Clock Tower, we have Gazebo at Strang Park, 
Southlake, Prairie Fire and other pavilions.  DO NOT NEED MORE!!!!

125 Online
0 1

Yes and no. This is difficult as whatever is done will impact surrounding 
neighborhoods. I know I would not want this close to  my home

126 Online 1 0 Love this idea.
127 Online 0 1 This should be done by private industry
128 Online 1 0
129 Online 1 0
130 Online

0 1

I feel that we already have a lot of this in the metro area. If you develop better 
transportation systems to connect us to other parts of the metro, I think that 
would be a better use of time and money. Also, I'm against using tax incentives to 
lure businesses to our area. We have a highly educated and safe community and 
that should be the lure.

131 Online
1 0

Off of Metcalf, NOT IN THE BROOKRIDGE DEVELOPMENT!!!! The idea is 
wonderful, but it needs to be in an accessible location.

132 Online 1 0
133 Online

0 1
Entertainment districts can be great or very problematic. I would not put this 
high my list of priorities.

134 Online
0 1

We are too close to KCPL for this. This is home, not an entertainment district.

135 Online 1 0 Yes ! So needed
136 Online 1 0
137 Online 1 0
138 Online 0 1
139 Online 1 0 Maybe, but this is probably not a top priority.
140 Online 1 0 NHL, please!
141 Online 0 1
142 Online

1 0
Salina has a very nice event venue. LOOK INTO THAT AS A MODEL- NOT TOO 
LARGE.

143 Online 0 1
144 Online 0 1
145 Online 0 1 too much going on downtown OP.....
146 Online 1 0
147 Online 1 0
148 Online 0 1 Doesn't downtown Overland Park already do something like that?
149 Online 1 0
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150 Online 1 0 We already have that. We need to make our venues more visible.
151 Online

0 1

Ensure the majority of citizens see need to develop a venue to compete with 
similar venues in the area,  i.e., would this be a "solution begging for a problem"?

152 Online 0 1
153 Online
154 Online

1 0
Just don't put it in the middle of an established neighborhood.  Revitalize a 
similar area instead.

155 Online 0 1
156 Online 1 0
157 Online 1 0
158 Online 0 1
159 Online 1 0
160 Online
161 Online 0 1
162 Online 0 1
163 Online undecided
164 Online 1 0
165 Online 0 1
166 Online 1 0
167 Online 0 1
168 Online 1 0
169 Online 0 1
170 Online

1 0

Which, if it were teamed with Rapid Transit, there would be less of a need for 
large parking structures that take away from the look and feel of the project  -as 
well as congest traffic during large events.

171 Online
1 0

Support this wholeheartedly. Unique needs to be kept top of mind to make it a 
success.

172 Online
0 1

We have them all over town, don't need to have them in one place. They are 
conveniently located in different neighborhood groups.

173 Online

1 0
This would be fun, but there may need to be more than one area, due to the size 
of Overland Park.  Measured by attendance and revenues of each establishment.

174 Online 1 0
175 Online 1 0
176 Online

1 0
I do not see this as a high priority.  I do support the city's efforts to date at 
developing downtown OP and the existing daytime city-sponsored activities.

177 Online 1 0
178 Online

1 0 Let's keep the entertainment clean.  Families need a clean place to congrerate.
179 Online 1 0 Just keep it away from downtown op.
180 Online 0 1 Have enough options already!  Unnecessary use of our taxes!
181 Online 1 0
182 Online
183 Online 1 0
184 Online
185 Online 1 0
186 Online 1 0
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187 Online 1 0
188 Online 0 1
189 Online 0 1
190 Online 1 0 Existing downtown OP park concerts and fall festival great start.
191 Online

0 1

Prairefire - how much are we on hook for.   TopGolf up against neighborhoods 
without notice.   Maybe out south by the Oklahoma line.    You can't even mow 
and weed your Parks and city rights of way - better steer clear.   How is 
Shillterbahn and NASCAR on the wain doing for KCK.   Sporting KC - you missed 
that one.   How is the hockey rink at 159th?     How about a city golf course north 
of 435.    100% guarantee for Wycliff residents.

192 Online 0 1
193 Online 1 0
194 Online

1 0

I don t know if I would call it an entertainment district but I would say we need 
unique and inviting areas that people want to see and be seen at.  I am unsure 
what is meant by a unique event venue.  We do need an area near the 
convention center for visitors as well as employees who really have to get in a car 
in order to find shopping and dining options in OP....College and Metcalf - even 
to Nall - making it walkable with things to see, do, eat and experience would be 
ideal.

195 Online

1 0

College &Metcalf area. Focus less on the event venue. Think gathering space and 
unique restaurants/bars to draw people.  Keep in mind the visitor potential with 
a project like this - both regional and over-night.

196 Online This should only be done as coordination with private sector.
197 Online 0 1
198 Online 0 1

184 139
57% 43%
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ID Source Thumbs 
Up C2

Thumbs 
Down C2

CommentsC2

1 1-MRCC Not a high priority to do. How does this directly relate to quality of place? 
Duplication of services?

2 1-MRCC 7 Cautious about mandates, need incentive-based.
3 1-MRCC 8 Do we want this private or public? Can OP afford this?

Can the food waste be dumped separately and recycled?
Curb side. Alternative pavement options with recycled materials.
The idea is great, the main question becomes would it be public or private? 
How can recycling be implemented in multi-family houses? 

4 1-MRCC 7 0 Add composting.
More community gardens.

5 1-MRCC
6 1-MRCC 6 Another cost, tax levy - negative reaction.
7 1-MRCC What does this encompass? Do not want trash collector for city. More recycling 

in Public areas-Farmer's Market--Composting.
8 1-MRCC
9 2-SAGC 6 Need to address as population grows.
10 2-SAGC 7 Look for public/private partnerships.
11 3-JCCC 8 Yes!! More than entertainment-do in sustainable way; do new so we don't get 

in a bad way.
12 3-JCCC 8 Need to focus on single family  lodes can help 
13 3-JCCC 4 4 Should be more broad, not just public areas. May not speak to goal.
14 4-OPCC 5 Don't have control over process.

Place at table of all stakeholders.
Process would be to expensive to bring in house.

15 4-OPCC 6 Trash services in parks & trails something that is easy for people to do.

16 4-OPCC 3 3 Recognize inequities.
17 4-OPCC 4 Ripple Glass available.

Recycling centralized locations.
Water saving mechanisms- repurpose water.
Schools-- are they teaching recycling? Shawnee Mission [illegible] to recycle 
food. 
Apartments don't have recycle bins

18 5-SMHS 5 Promote Recycling--sooner than later.
19 5-SMHS 5 Agreed.
20 5-SMHS
21 5-SMHS Large item pickup-do more recycling instead of throwing away. 
22 6-TRCC Recycling is important.

Don't know current issues of it . County wide issue not city. Competition should 
create better services.
Partner with developer to help manage issues. Need to do something about 
managing them. Focus on recycling.

23 7-OPM 10 City doesn't need to take on: Private/County services are good enough.
24 7-OPM 3
25 8-CRL

Strengthening our Quality of Place
C2. Develop and promote a comprehensive waste plan that encompasses water management, landfill 
management and recycling in public areas.
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26 8-CRL
27 8-CRL 8 Bigger than the city --Need coordination with other organizations --Continue 

work.
28 9-MCU 5 0 Likes "sustainability", recycling. 

I think about water bottles-wants sensor-dispenses & uses re-usable bottles.  
Could count on ability to refill while out. Where to recycle glass?

29 10-BVH 9 The system is working fine on its own/trash since provided already
30 10-BVH Water management? Note: need to be mindful with growth. 
31 10-BVH 6 Necessary.
32 11-TC
33 11-TC 6 0 More recylcing in publick areas- parks need recycle bins.  

Water - ok.  Landfill - ok. 
Make recycling less expensive - subsidize.  

34 11-TC 8 0 Mixed-use could hep with this.
35 11-TC 5? 0 Water management.

More recycling bins!
Underground landfills.

36 12-Chamber 0 1 Responsibility of County and State - duplicative
37 12-Chamber 1 0 Not a very easy place to recycle. Need sustainability goals to draw younger 

generations. Glass recycling. Creating density can help lead to more 
sustainability.

38 12-Chamber 6 3 Opportunity - not a problem to be solved. First City to repurpose for roadways.

39 12-Chamber 0 1 The market does this - not the city.
40 12-Chamber 0 0
41 12-Chamber 0 0
42 Online 1 0 need more trash cans on public paths and sidewalks
43 Online 1 0
44 Online 1 0
45 Online 1 0
46 Online 1 0 Too often big events lead to lots of plastic bottles and aluminum cans being 

trashed instead of recycled.
47 Online 1 0
48 Online 1 0
49 Online 1 0
50 Online 1 0 Need more management of run off from corporate owned properties into 

stream. Encouragement of low fertilizer and herbicides/pesticide. More use of 
bioswales and native vegetation.

51 Online 1 0
52 Online 1 0
53 Online 0 1
54 Online 1 0
55 Online 1 0
56 Online 1 0
57 Online 1 0
58 Online 1 0
59 Online 1 0 Promote alternatives to plastic bottle use
60 Online 1 0
61 Online 1 0

166



62 Online 1 0 Great idea.  Again this is something that should be coordinated on a metro-
wide basis.  This is a regional issue that should be managed regionally.  The 
Metropolitan Service District is Portland, OR could be an appropriate model.  
Metrics:  (1) Change in volume of material recycled, dumped in landfill; (2) 
Increases in surface and underground water quality

63 Online 1 0 YES, YES, YES!!  Also, need a plan to manage the increasing cost of these items.  
We need to decrease the amount going to the landfill and encourage more 
recycling.

64 Online 1 0 consistent service and increase in recycling
65 Online 1 0 ROI &sustainability
66 Online 1 0 Add composting.
67 Online
68 Online 1 0 ABSOLUTELY.  AND initiate a marketing plan to create awareness.  Most people 

are clueless to the problems associated with dealing with waste.

69 Online 1 0
70 Online 1 0
71 Online 1 0
72 Online 1 0 Recycle program increase 10 percent
73 Online 1 0
74 Online 1 0
75 Online 1 0
76 Online 1 0 More trash options. My household only needs trash pick up once a month.

77 Online 1 0 This is a municipal function.
78 Online 1 0 We have no choice.  the mega apartment buildings aren't helping.
79 Online 1 0
80 Online 1 0
81 Online 1 0 Add more ,especially glass &large hard to recycling items sites
82 Online 1 0
83 Online 1 0
84 Online 1 0
85 Online 1 0
86 Online 1 0
87 Online 1 0
88 Online 1 0
89 Online 1 0
90 Online 1 0
91 Online 1 0
92 Online 1 0
93 Online 1 0 Conservation is critical. Success=a comprehensive water and resources plan.

94 Online 1 0
95 Online 1 0 We need more places to recycle or drop off things so we don't just throw stuff 

by the side of the road. Increase access to this by 30% and make it free.

96 Online 1 0
97 Online 1 0
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98 Online 1 0
99 Online 1 0
100 Online 1 0
101 Online 1 0
102 Online 1 0
103 Online 1 0
104 Online 1 0
105 Online 1 0
106 Online 1 0
107 Online 1 0
108 Online 1 0
109 Online 1 0
110 Online 1 0
111 Online 0 1 This already exists for residents to take an interest in it and seek it out.

112 Online 1 0
113 Online 1 0
114 Online 1 0
115 Online 1 0
116 Online 0 1
117 Online 1 0
118 Online 1 0
119 Online 1 0
120 Online 0 1 Study why the city and police department condone the killing of unarmed 

citizens and then further victimizing those families in the most shameful and 
disgraceful way.

121 Online 1 0
122 Online 1 0
123 Online 0 1
124 Online 1 0
125 Online 1 0
126 Online 1 0 Yessss! And add composting!!! At least make it an option to have alongside 

trash and recycle.
127 Online 0 1 This is already being done in significant ways.
128 Online 1 0
129 Online 1 0
130 Online 1 0
131 Online 1 0
132 Online 1 0
133 Online 1 0
134 Online 1 0
135 Online 1 0
136 Online 1 0
137 Online 1 0
138 Online
139 Online 1 0 Unless we all want to be buried in trash and poor water quality.
140 Online 1 0 Priority One for Mother Earth!
141 Online 1 0

168



142 Online 1 0 THIS IS HUGE! Moving here four years ago I am still trying to figure out how to 
properly recycle.  This can be done low key, involve the schools, and help 
citizens feel positive. It should not come at a high cost.

143 Online 0 1
144 Online 1 0
145 Online 1 0
146 Online 1 0
147 Online 1 0
148 Online 1 0 Emphasis on recycling. Think green
149 Online 1 0
150 Online 1 0
151 Online 1 0 Determine if the present waste collection concept of relying on individual or 

association contracts with private haulers is more cost effective than 
contracting for such services by the City or perhaps the City actually providing 
the service?

152 Online 1 0
153 Online 1 0
154 Online 1 0
155 Online 0 1
156 Online 1 0
157 Online 1 0
158 Online 1 0
159 Online 1 0
160 Online

1 0

How about composting? In Portland, OR the city provides compost collection 
and residents put all of their food waste (including meat) into a container, 
along with napkins and paper towels.

161 Online 1 0
162 Online 1 0
163 Online 1 0
164 Online 1 0
165 Online 1 0
166 Online

1 0

this can be more streamlined. Inefficient to have multiple trash companies 
drive all around town to the same neighborhoods. Should also be paid by city, 
like in Olathe

167 Online 1 0
168 Online 0 1
169 Online 1 0
170 Online 1 0 Utilizing technology in homes that dispose of food waste
171 Online

1 0
Recycling should be available and options should be required in all public areas. 
It would be great if this could be a requirement for all households as well.

172 Online 1 0
173 Online 1 0
174 Online 1 0
175 Online

1 0
To truly sustain our future, we need better practices and legislation to protect 
our community and its natural environment.

176 Online 1 0
177 Online 1 0
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178 Online 1 0
179 Online 1 0 Yes!!!!
180 Online 0 1 Not aware that our city is in need of this.
181 Online 1 0
182 Online
183 Online 1 0
184 Online
185 Online 1 0
186 Online 1 0
187 Online 1 0
188 Online 1 0
189 Online 1 0
190 Online 1 0 Community gardening areas expanded.
191 Online

1 0

Embarrassing that a city the size of OP can't run a trash service or contract it  
Multiple trash haulers on the same street in the same month.  OP barely 
manages a big item pick up.  Time to take the training pants off and step up to 
paraphrase Dick Vermil.  BTW outlaw plastic grocery bags - go look at our 
creeks.   Surcharge plastic bottle sales within city - there is no recycle market.  
Lower salt run off into our creeks  lower Salt spread by 1/3rd!    Metric 100% of 
residents offered a discounted citywide waste service in three years or less.

192 Online 1 0
193 Online 1 0
194 Online 0 1
195 Online 0 1 Is this not already being done?
196 Online 1 0 Combine efforts with Johnson County.
197 Online 1 0
198 Online 1 0

262 54
83% 17%
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ID Source Thumbs 
Up C3

Thumbs 
Down C3

CommentsC3

1 1-MRCC 8 "I wish they would start doing this". Manage tear down/infill to enhance 
neighborhoods -- focus on owner-occupied homes. City should not drive this -- 
lots of pushback based on current in-progress projects.

2 1-MRCC 7 Use empty shopping areas. Need affordable housing.
3 1-MRCC 8 Get advice from locals because they understand the needs of the community.

The impact of traffic is a concern.
Build from updated visions.
Compliment to a neighborhood.
Build with allowances for traffic improvements (i.e. Don't build a building up to a 
sidewalk)
Density is okay in certain spots. However; apartments/condos shouldn't be 
spread throughout.
Tearing down single family residences/starting homes to build apartments 
doesn't make much sense. 

4 1-MRCC 7 0
5 1-MRCC 7 Multi-development apartment/shopping/trails. All inclusive all ages.
6 1-MRCC Mixed all together, low cost housing mandated affordable.
7 1-MRCC We need to protect old neighborhoods. Support affordable housing for new 

graduates, young families, starter homes. Not a lot of run down homes. Don't 
want concentration areas of Section Eight or Lower Income --Spread it out.

8 1-MRCC
9 2-SAGC People are unable to downsize. Affordable housing -There is a lot of opposition 

to apartment living near single family houses, such as 127th & Metcalf.  
Maintenance for apartment property upkeep, dial back on multi-family housing.

10 2-SAGC 7 Key to creating a diverse community. 
11 3-JCCC 8 Organized way --take care of retired people & kids who can't afford even to eat 

at school. 
12 3-JCCC
13 3-JCCC 8 Focus on long-term, quality development. For mortgage purposes, mixed cost 

could make it difficult. Mixed cost would result in more diverse schools. 
Important to mix uses, to walk to commercial. Zoning to allow mixed use. Street 
trees, side walks off the street edge, need places to go.

14 4-OPCC 4 1 Should be explored. 
Privately driven.
Yes we should try. If people can't afford to live here, how can they work?

15 4-OPCC 6 Idea: city subsidizes cost of building house at $200,000 instead of $600,000+ 
homes. People move to OP for single-family homes.
Worries about safety.
Affordable housing is needed.

16 4-OPCC 5 1 What about re-development? Gentrification? Need to focus on age, income & 
green space.

17 4-OPCC 4 Affordable housing Homes/Apartments together? 

Strengthening our Quality of Place
C3. Create mixed-cost housing developments (homes, condos, apartments) that are integrated 
throughout the community that compliment a neighborhood and community atmosphere.
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18 5-SMHS 5 Smaller, affordable housing.
Age diverse.

19 5-SMHS 5
20 5-SMHS
21 5-SMHS Missing condos in this area - difficult to find something in between apartment & 

house. 
Encourage higher quality, affordable sound proof wall required in multi-family 
housing. Helps with other goals & density.

22 6-TRCC 5 Need to not build 5,000 sq. ft. houses.
Employer subsidy for housing. 
More downtown development. 
Difference between workforce housing and affordable housing. Need housing 
for workforce.
Mix cost housing is necessary.  i.e. Restaurants. Not in my neighborhood 
mentality

23 7-OPM 10 Don't like multi-family options.
24 7-OPM 3 Re-purpose if empty.
25 8-CRL Look into codes in how apartments look when near single-family homes.

More consideration of green space within new apartment developments.
Less housing, more green space.

26 8-CRL Rents have to stay reasonable --not everything can be luxury.
27 8-CRL 8 City doesn't need to focus on this -market demands.

Goal gets at affordable housing.
If serious then the city needs incentives-lower permitting costs, etc.
Housing study to determine needs.

28 9-MCU 5 0 Create as in new? Redevelopments? 
New or infill? 
Affordable housing is a very real issue in Johnson County. Small homes are being 
torn down & larger built.
Complementing neighborhoods with regard to existing neighborhoods.
Care be given to properly maintain

29 10-BVH 9 Mixed cost, more affordable options.
30 10-BVH 7 0 Apartments currently being built are not affordable.
31 10-BVH 3 3 Concern that what's going on downtown isn't good.
32 11-TC 5? Enhancing.
33 11-TC 0 6 No interest - let market decide.  Question if possible.  
34 11-TC 8 0 How do we make that happen?
35 11-TC Helps integrate those in low income housing.

Not hiding those in low-income housing in the downtown.
36 12-Chamber 1 0 Are we willing to subsidize/incentive mixed-use housing? And to overcome the 

public feedback? Young professionals can't work and live in OP.

37 12-Chamber 0 0 Isn't this already happening? Increase diversity throughout the community. 
Affordable housing? Keep standards high so we have quality community.

38 12-Chamber 5 4 Must pay attention to cost - How do people live and work in OP 
39 12-Chamber 1 0 Can't lose the talent that is gone here.
40 12-Chamber 0 0 Bid deal
41 12-Chamber 0 0 Aging population has evolved the needs. Can City identify models that are 

working? Deveopers need it to be profitable.
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42 Online 1 0
43 Online absolutely not.  these types of developments undermine stable schools and 

communities.
44 Online 1 0 As long as we have some affordable housing for those making $50,000 or less a 

year. We price most of our teachers out of the city.
45 Online 0 1 STOP this!  We are drowning in apartments.  Transient residents.
46 Online 1 0 I don't know the impact of these.
47 Online 0 1 I want to live in a suburb. If I wanted 'urban living' I would move to Kansas City.

48 Online 1 0
49 Online 1 0 Affordable housing mixed in , for goodness sake!
50 Online 1 0 This seems to be the way the planning dept. sees the development going. The 

public is NOT on board and needs a huge amount of education and buy in for 
how and why these projects happen. The need for apartments is big but people 
don't understand why density is suddenly being built in older parts of city. It's a 
shock to people to go from low density to high density. They do not feel heard 
and are angry

51 Online 1 0
52 Online 1 0
53 Online 1 0
54 Online 1 0
55 Online 0 1
56 Online 0 1
57 Online 1 0
58 Online 1 0
59 Online 1 0 Diverse neighborhoods
60 Online 0 1
61 Online 1 0
62 Online 1 0 Suggest adding commercial/office/artisan industrial to the res'l mix to make the 

areas more vital and interesting, while promoting opportunities to live/work in 
the same neighborhood.  Given the immense sprawl that is OP, and its situation 
as merely one suburb among many, it makes sense to try to develop a strong 
sense of n'hood identity in different parts of the City.   This could help.  Metrics:  
(1) Number of housing units in mixed-cost n'hoods; (2) Vacancy rates in mixed-
cost n'hoods; (3) Degree of age and racial/ethnic diversity in the n'hoods; (4)
Strength of community associations in the n'hoods (how to measure?)

63 Online 1 0 As long as they stay within zoning requirements and comply with city codes.

64 Online 1 0 % of developments in south part of city that reflect this
65 Online 0 1 this will not be easy with current citizenship - wait until 2024 to begin study - too 

soon for 2018
66 Online 1 0
67 Online 0 1
68 Online 1 0 ABSOLUTELY.  Who is going to work at McDonald's?  We need affordable 

housing for low income people, AND it needs to blend in with the beauty of our 
community.  Low income people WILL take pride in their environment if they 
feel appreciated, welcome and respected.

69 Online 0 1
70 Online 1 0

173



71 Online 0 1 We moved here form Chicago where mixed-income housing requirements for 
new 10 units or more apartment buildings throughout the city and spreading in 
the metro area lead to people's losing a substantial amount of their home equity  
and to the deterioration of quality of life.  Occasional graffiti and garage 
burglaries were replaced with home break-ins and attacks on the streets with 
guns.  Drugs &shootings moved into our community.  Trash on the sides of the 
road and esp. by the bus stops became a regular occurrence.  The public pools 
became a health hazard with Molluscum Contagiosum and planter warts.  Lice in 
public schools was expected annually, as well.  Although the government 
reassured people that the tenants were screened for trouble, no one could 
control who visits the tenants.  Thus, the issues keep on growing and people are 
fleeing with capital losses.

72 Online 0 1 Some of OP especially downtown getting slightly too  built up to accommodate 
the space

73 Online 1 0 Affordable housing for all income levels
74 Online 1 0
75 Online 1 0
76 Online 0 1
77 Online 0 1 Let the market determine housing cost.
78 Online 0 1 This is forcing the private sector to comply with some  unfunded government 

regulation.
79 Online 0 1
80 Online 1 0
81 Online 1 0
82 Online 1 0 Perceived increase in housing options across all socioeconomic groups.

83 Online 0 1
84 Online 1 0
85 Online 1 0
86 Online 1 0
87 Online 1 0 We need more condos and townhouses, not just rented apartments or single-

family homes.
88 Online 1 0
89 Online 0 1 Forcing people into a public supported environment helps no one in the end.

90 Online 1 0
91 Online 1 0 Not all apartments   More upscale housing too.  Keep values up.
92 Online 0 1
93 Online 1 0 Success=10% of all housing developments are affordable for lower income 

households.
94 Online 0 1 I see OP moving away from this.  Any project is approved now no matter what 

the surrounding homeowners and businesses input is to the planning process.  
The developers win consistently in re-zoning requests

95 Online 0 1 Sounds like we are trying to force integration.
96 Online 1 0
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97 Online 1 0 I'm overall for this but please be cautious with the amount of apartments put in. 
I keep hearing that millennials want apartments. I'm a millennial, born in 1987, 
and literally all of my friends are dying to get into an affordable single family 
home. That's what Overland Park needs to focus on. Townhomes would be a 
smarter move than building more apartments.

98 Online 1 0
99 Online 1 0
100 Online 0 1
101 Online 1 0
102 Online 1 0
103 Online 0 1 We have way too many apartments in Overland Park.  Stop.
104 Online 0 1 They will not compliment existing neighborhoods. They will be an eye sore and a 

traffic inconvenience. Not to mention safety risk. And they should not be added 
with tax payer money

105 Online 0 1
106 Online 0 1
107 Online 1 0
108 Online 1 0 Private funded yes - city subsidized no
109 Online 1 0 Good luck.  Developers get more profits from building the next "luxury" housing 

development.  Changing developers' behavior may require some type of carrots 
or sticks.

110 Online 1 0 it seems there is a lot of new apartments and mixed-use developments going up 
in Overland Park.  The one issue I have is they all seem to be high-end housing .  
There doesn't seem to be new housing that is affordable for medium-income 
households.

111 Online 1 0 We need some less-expensive apartments in this town.  $1,200 is too high for 
many folks.

112 Online 1 0
113 Online 1 0 Haven't seen any of that yet. Luxury condominiums aren't going to bring the 

community together and i assure you, the community that stands around them 
does not want them in their neighborhood.

114 Online 1 0
115 Online 1 0
116 Online 0 1
117 Online
118 Online 0 1
119 Online 1 0
120 Online 0 1 Study why the city and police department condone the killing of unarmed 

citizens and then further victimizing those families in the most shameful and 
disgraceful way.

121 Online 0 1
122 Online 0 1
123 Online 0 1
124 Online 0 1 With all the new development already underway, we DO NOT NEED MORE!!!

125 Online 1 0 This is already being done. Meadowbrook is an example. The streets in that area 
are small and cramped. The apartments look down on the houses. Driveways are 
extremely small. I would not like the area to live in.
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126 Online 0 1 So next to my home would be an apartment complex? I don't think I'd like that 
very much.

127 Online 0 1
128 Online 0 1
129 Online 1 0
130 Online 1 0 This will help those who work in OP, to live in OP. I support that.
131 Online 0 1 This is absolutely not needed, unless we are talking about building new single 

family homes for under $200,000. Unfortunately, developers are not interested 
in building smaller homes when they can build large on the same lot and charge 
twice that amount. This "need" for more mixed-cost housing is a scam for 
developers to get approval for developments that are larger than allowed with 
current codes and zoning

132 Online 1 0
133 Online 1 0 I think mixed-cost developments can be very positive in neighborhoods if done 

with foresight and understanding of ways to truly integrate with communities.

134 Online 0 1 We have this already, we don't need this mandated by the city.
135 Online 0 1
136 Online 0 1
137 Online 1 0
138 Online
139 Online 1 0 We need this above all else at this point in time.
140 Online 1 0 Nice, but not necessary
141 Online 0 1
142 Online 0 1 HOW?  This is not easy. The ratio is important. Virginia has way too many 

apartments and I feel that Overland Park is getting there as well. This touches on 
transferring urban to suburban...into mix of the two. Not everybody in Overland 
Park wants to go there. Determine by very local region, not by a city plan.

143 Online 0 1
144 Online 0 1
145 Online 0 1
146 Online 0 1
147 Online 1 0
148 Online 1 0 Make sure you include single family homes in the 250,000 or less price range. 

Too many buyers in that range and not enough houses. New construction is over 
priced and sits on market far too long. It's time new construction is made more 
affordable

149 Online 1 0
150 Online 1 0
151 Online 0 1 Does this really need to be mandated?  Won't supply and demand determine 

this mix - as long as external, biasing, economic factors like public financing 
aren't used indiscriminately.

152 Online 1 0
153 Online
154 Online 1 0 Sounds great on paper, but upscale doesn't want to live with moderate to low 

income.
155 Online 1 0
156 Online 1 0
157 Online 1 0
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158 Online 0 1
159 Online 1 0
160 Online 1 0 This would be fantastic.
161 Online

1 0
We need to strengthen and clean up older developments as well.  How are they 
included in this vision?

162 Online 0 1
163 Online 1 0
164 Online 1 0
165 Online 1 0
166 Online 0 1
167 Online 1 0
168 Online 1 0
169 Online 1 0
170 Online 1 0
171 Online

1 0
It interests me, but shoving more apartments in areas already full of apartments 
aren't going to do any good.

172 Online 0 1
173 Online

1 0
Mixed-cost might be better, as there seems to be too many high-priced housing 
areas being developed.

174 Online 0 1
175 Online 0 1
176 Online 1 0
177 Online 0 1
178 Online 1 0
179 Online 0 1 So done with these condos and highrise buildings.
180 Online

0 1

Key word here is Compliment the neighborhood! I do not believe two 6 story 
high rise apartments compliment any neighborhood unless they are located 
away from condos and single family homes!!!!

181 Online 1 0
182 Online
183 Online 1 0
184 Online
185 Online 1 0
186 Online 0 1
187 Online 1 0
188 Online 1 0
189 Online 0 1 We do not need more apartments.
190 Online 1 0
191 Online

1 0

Sounds like this will be dumped up north.   This needs to be focus south of 435 -
SOuth of 119th!    Section 8 - OP flavor.  Think we whiffed on that NW of city hall 
to 75th.     We need more apartments like a hole in head.  Encourage an equity 
stake - means involvement and less turnover (in schools too).   Jack Messer 100% 
gone from city.  Continue turnover of Council to new faces.  33%  Term limits for 
all!  100%

192 Online
0 1

Quit trying to compact a whole bunch of people into a tiny area living on top pf 
each other! That is not the American dream!!!!!

193 Online 1 0
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194 Online

1 0

This would only help when sustaining restaurants, shopping and promote work 
life balance.  Again, this area should be central - using the base of employees 
and visitors that are already in the Metcalf/College area.

195 Online 1 0 Seems like this is already being done . . .
196 Online 1 0
197 Online 1 0
198 Online 1 0

224 96
70% 30%
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ForwardOP 
Round 2: Community Conversations ‐ Public Input 
Includes 10 public meetings, Online, Chamber/Visit OP Boards and Teen 
Council 

Results Summary 

Additional Actions  Notes 
Housing / Affordability 

1. Need to increase housing stock to lower
prices/housing.

2. Have we outpriced ourselves? Can you get a $200,000
house here?

3. Look at what other communities have done
successfully to promote mixed price housing that
provides opportunity for all.

4. No multi‐family owner‐occupied opportunities exist.
5. Housing to meet workforce needs.
6. Need stand‐alone senior housing options (no shared

wall).

7. Create homestead exemptions for the elderly when it
comes to property taxes.

8. Places too high to live in OP for older people ‐ losing
knowledge & history‐ keeping money makers.

9. Programs to support older houses.
10. Housing study to determine needs.
11. Do we need apartment complexes South of 135th or

do other portions of OP serve?
12. Affordable housing ‐address specifically.
13. Affordable housing (need to be careful as to what

element this brings).
14. Has it been by design that Johnson County housing

costs have been especially high? Results can be
unexpected.

15. Johnson County Community Development & Housing
Board‐social issues of affordable housing & Susan
Metzger‐"It is a big deal‐perception their occupants".

16. Tiered level of cost within same community.

Environment / Sustainability

17. Bulk items / Recycle residential.
18. Recycle Bin Expansion/more pick up.
19. Examine zoning code for high‐quality, sustainable

uses.

20. Improve Building Code to require energy, water
sustainability. Incentivize LEED.

21. Consider climate change.
Development / Planning & Zoning

179



ForwardOP 
Round 2: Community Conversations ‐ Public Input 
Includes 10 public meetings, Online, Chamber/Visit OP Boards and Teen 
Council 

Results Summary 

22. Multi‐development apartment / shopping / trails. All
inclusive.

23. Mixed use parts in city‐‐high end‐but not smaller
places like little shops.

24. Corporate Woods will need mixed use to complete.

25. Development plans include Lower/Higher for
approval.

26. Development Plan.
27. If a property owner can change why not?  If city zip

codes can adjust? Integration comes development.

28. Require builders/developers to add trees, paths etc.
29. Corporate Woods/College Blvd. buildup.

Preservation / Revitalization

30. Preserve the Downtown Overland Park. Don't lose the
history.

31. Preserve the history of older Overland Park area and
the land's history prior to the incorporation of the city
of Overland Park.

32. Look to more revitalization incentives, less new
development.

33. Keep up with the maintenance program of our
existing buildings.  Do not let the exterior of houses
and buildings fall into disrepair.

34. Sustain our one indoor mall and make it a safe
environment.

Community / Neighborhood Issues

35. Need to listen to neighborhood.
36. Invigorate neighborhood associations as agents for

community networking, support and active
community involvement.

37. Focus on keeping up neighborhood, not a brand.
38. More neighborhood buy‐in for development (refer to

Metcalf South process).
39. HOA/Business effort.
40. Increase efforts in crime prevention.
41. Volunteer program within community, partner with

businesses/churches to assist elderly populations to
care for their properties.

42. About "those kinds of people" ‐ was a period when we
were told we lived in the "decaying North end." A
constant tension for leadership & messaging.

43. Two OP's‐need to unite as North &South. What would
help?
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ForwardOP 
Round 2: Community Conversations ‐ Public Input 
Includes 10 public meetings, Online, Chamber/Visit OP Boards and Teen 
Council 

Results Summary 

44. Need to combine old & new, North & South.
Arts / Culture / Events

45. Fund public art with mentorship component and
maintenance reserve.

46. Increase public art space ‐ parks, medians,
community.

47. Increase cultural events ‐ music, dance, theater ‐ from
classical to modern to folk. More places to play music
for local bands

48. Arts / culture/ recreation ‐ need more venues.
49. Fund non‐profit arts and cultural non‐profits that

provide community services.
50. Increase museum investment. An exhibit on suburbia

is not the answer.
51. Where are the actions for arts and culture?

Roads / Infrastructure / Traffic

52. Smart streets are calm streets.  Let's reduce our street
lane widths and add trees to make our neighborhoods
slower and friendlier.

53. View the strengthening our quality of place in
connection with accessibility and traffic. Don't look at
them independently.

54. If retail is a problem in the future and moving towards
apartment, address traffic.
Parks, Recreation and Amenities

55. Focus on green space.
56. OP used to have two ice rinks.  Now we have zero.

We need a new ice rink.  There are plenty of people
relocating to KC from areas where indoor ice rinks are
available in every small town, and hockey and figure
skating programs are vibrant.  They are plenty of OP
people who are commuting to Lenexa and
Independence to use their facilities.

57. Continue to link more of the parks with better
pathways

58. Increase Parks & Rec to develop connective paths for
walking and biking from one park to another. Save
future Golf Courses from being developed into
retail/housing/entertainment. Make them into
outstanding parks.

59. New ward for play ‐ needs to be more encompassing
of leisure, arts and culture.
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ForwardOP 
Round 2: Community Conversations ‐ Public Input 
Includes 10 public meetings, Online, Chamber/Visit OP Boards and Teen 
Council 

Results Summary 

60. Would be wonderful to have outdoor chessboards for
people to gather.

61. Develop more programs for the aging within the Parks
& Rec arena.

62. Activity Programs for all age groups.
63. Storm shelters at parks.
64. Create spaces to put away cell phones, such as lockers

in parks.
65. Pet friendly Arboretum‐continued.
66. A second farmer's market.

67. Support Family Specific‐ City Center/Farmer Market.

68. A second farmer's market.

69. Community Center down south.
70. There is no place just to unwind & relax after work

except for bars.
71. Downtown OP ‐ Entertainment District (like KC).

Miscellaneous

72. Programs ‐‐ AA ‐ for flourishing of human [illegible] ‐‐
better workforce.

73. Note: Immigrant population due to Visa status more
likely to rent & often one spouse not allowed to work
due to Visa type (on dependent Visa).

74. Careful of those living in apartments‐‐are they
invested in community?

75. Limit variances to code/development.
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ForwardOP 
Round 2: Community Conversations ‐ Public Input 
Includes 10 public meetings, Online, Chamber/Visit OP Boards and Teen 
Council 

Results Summary 

Enhancing	our	Economy	
We believe enhancing our economy involves providing the conditions for all people to be able to have 
a good job and high quality of life. 
Goal Statement  Average Ranking 

(out of 5)
A strong economy anchored by a diverse job base and positive city image 
that is attractive to investment allowing for a high quality of life for all 
people. 

4.50

Draft Action  % in support
1. Develop a new brand and campaign for the city. 48% 
Comments:

 Not a priority – don’t spend the money

 Improve the logo
 Establish a unique, inclusive brand in line with vision

2. Create a new small business incubator and incentive program. 74% 
Comments:

 Promote small and local
 Existing county and other services are sufficient
 Strengthen existing programs or collaborate better
 Incentives for revitalizing old buildings
 Work with or delegate to Chamber of Commerce

3. Develop a mentorship program partnership between schools and local
businesses.

86% 

Comments:

 More internships for high school students
 Technical/trades training for students
 School and Chamber of Commerce collaboration
 Better promotion of existing programs
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ID Source Thumbs 
Up
D1

Thumbs 
Down D1

CommentsD1

1 1-MRCC 8 Huh? What?
2 1-MRCC 7 Not high priority.
3 1-MRCC
4 1-MRCC 2 3
5 1-MRCC
6 1-MRCC 6 No campaign needed - accomplish other goals. Campaign not needed. 
7 1-MRCC 7 Don’t spend the money.
8 1-MRCC 8
9 2-SAGC 6 Refreshing brand & campaign for the city is always needed, should be constant 

to be an innovative city, need to re-look at brand of city, as we have tended to 
be more conservative historically.

10 2-SAGC 7 May not be a priority.
11 3-JCCC 8
12 3-JCCC 8 Not a priority now-- it'll happen naturally.
13 3-JCCC 6 Actions & development pattern should speak for itself. College & Metcalf vision 

will make people want to work and live here.
14 4-OPCC 5 Establish brand and stick with it. Brand needs to be recognizable like Nike 

iconic.
Current tag line is great, logo could be improved.

15 4-OPCC Yes, a new brand that captures the vision & action of this study.  A brand that is 
universally used by all ages that promotes OP.

16 4-OPCC 6 Status quo is ok --no need.
17 4-OPCC 4 Haven't met our current "Above & Beyond by Design," or even re-visited.
18 5-SMHS 5 Brand as "Affordable Community."
19 5-SMHS 5 No right now. After do we need to?
20 5-SMHS To attract B-Business.
21 5-SMHS Look at what you're trying to create, that will make us more creative. Slogans 

aren't as important as a healthy city. 
22 6-TRCC Want something more unique. Aligning brand with our vision. Do we need more 

inclusive message? People liked old tree logo . Need better logo.

23 7-OPM 10 Don't understand why it's necessary.
24 7-OPM 3 New Brand Not snappy.
25 8-CRL What is the brands now?  Since not many people know what the 

brand/campaign is right now, so that it needs to be a new campaign/brand to 
capture new ideas & direction.

26 8-CRL 6 Current brand/logo not recognizable. New program does not need to be 
expensive but should be visible. Partner with schools to get idea from them.

27 8-CRL 8 Think existing brand is good.
28 9-MCU 5 0 Probably time to re-evaluate--to be determined inside & outside community.

29 10-BVH 9 What is the Brand? Keep what was O.P.
30 10-BVH 1 6 Forward OP could be new brand. 

Enhancing our Economy
D1. Develop a new brand and campaign for the city.
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31 10-BVH 3 3 Re-imagine what we want to be.
Not currently living up to Above & Beyond.

32 11-TC Difficult to comprehend.
33 11-TC 6 0 City [Chamber?] of Commerce.  

Yes - promote better.
Lots of interest in medicine.
Decide what city we want to be will determine who we attract.

34 11-TC 8 0 More exciting flag.  Sleeker logo, more modern.  We need to be welcoming and 
our brand should reflect that.  
Campaign geared towards younger residents.  
Need to attract tourists.  More museums.

35 11-TC 0  5? Look good to businesses AND citizens.
Improve on city, not start from scratch.

36 12-Chamber 0 1 Not a 30 year goal. People don't make decisions on a logo. How do we 
communicate?

37 12-Chamber 1 0 Yes. People don't even know it. But before spending lots of money - make 
community changes that the brand supports. Needs to resonate inside and out 
the community. Staff bold - thought leaders.

38 12-Chamber 7 2 How to combine tourism, academic and ED brand so that you can communicat 
the new brand to the community. Visit OP, City, EDC and Chamber.

39 12-Chamber 1 0 Have government be more reflective of the future community. Diversity 
amongst ages

40 12-Chamber
41 12-Chamber 0 0 Do we want corporate identity?
42 Online 1 0
43 Online 1 0
44 Online 0 1 We are doing fine, this would be a waste of tax dollars.
45 Online 0 1
46 Online 0 1
47 Online 0 1
48 Online 1 0
49 Online 0 1
50 Online 0 1 No. Just no.
51 Online 1 0
52 Online 0 1
53 Online
54 Online 0 1
55 Online 0 1
56 Online 0 1
57 Online 1 0
58 Online 1 0
59 Online 1 0 We are known for/as...
60 Online 1 0
61 Online 0 1 This could be good, but I think resources can go further other places
62 Online 0 1 I cannot believe this kinds of promotions are meaningful to businesses seeking 

to build or expand.  Put the money elsewhere.
63 Online 0 1 As long as it does not change frequently like the Royals and Chiefs do.
64 Online 1 0 growth of population and businesses; resident satisfaction survey
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65 Online 1 0 make sure there is steak with the sizzle. Nothing is worse than a brand without 
a quality product

66 Online 1 0
67 Online 1 0
68 Online 0 1 Nope.  The ROI on this type of thing is not worth the investment. We have a 

great community and everyone knows it.  We just need to figure out how to 
make it better for the future.

69 Online 0 1 Don't waste the money, only do it from suggestions from the community
70 Online 0 1
71 Online 1 0
72 Online 1 0
73 Online 1 0
74 Online 1 0
75 Online 1 0
76 Online 1 0
77 Online 0 1 Maintain public safety.
78 Online 0 1 Aren't we are paying for this now?
79 Online 1 0
80 Online 1 0
81 Online This need careful study and done after goals are clear
82 Online 1 0
83 Online 1 0
84 Online 0 1 This work was recently completed by Visit Overland Park and should be 

referenced and applied more broadly to the community.
85 Online 1 0
86 Online 1 0
87 Online 1 0 OP doesn't really have an image, compared to Austin or Scottsdale.
88 Online 1 0
89 Online 1 0
90 Online 1 0
91 Online 1 0 Create a logo that really reflects the city
92 Online 1 0
93 Online 0 1 Not critical.
94 Online 0 1
95 Online 0 1 Not sure people come to live in an area because of a brand. (And I'm a 

marketer.) We just need to be consistent in doing what we do. Word of mouth 
does the rest.

96 Online 0 1
97 Online
98 Online 1 0
99 Online 1 0
100 Online 0 1
101 Online 0 1
102 Online 0 1
103 Online 0 1
104 Online 0 1
105 Online 0 1
106 Online 1 0
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107 Online 1 0
108 Online 1 0
109 Online 1 0 What happens in Vegas stays in Vegas.  What happens in Overland Park spreads 

to the world.
110 Online 1 0
111 Online 0 1
112 Online 0 1
113 Online 1 0 If you want to market yourselves as but the current negative stigma, you have 

to change.
114 Online 0 1
115 Online 1 0
116 Online 0 1
117 Online 0 1
118 Online 0 1
119 Online 1 0
120 Online Want to enhance our city image? Train our police to not kill our unarmed 

citizens and also to not treat the citizens (who pay their salaries) like trash.

121 Online 0 1
122 Online
123 Online 0 1
124 Online 0 1
125 Online 1 0
126 Online 1 0
127 Online 0 1 We don't need marketing fluff, we need a policy/regulatory environment that 

nurtures business building on the reputation that already exists

128 Online 0 1
129 Online 0 1
130 Online 0 1 I am a former brand manager. You can spin your wheels on this to your death. 

It's better to find your strengths and play up to those, much harder to change 
opinions and thoughts you cannot control anyway. We are already a strong city. 
Hire a good marketing firm, do some baseline research to find out the strengths 
that are already perceived as such, then use your marketing dollars to play 
those up and reinforce them even more.

131 Online 1 0
132 Online 1 0
133 Online 0 1 Low priority.  Time and expense should be used to accomplish specific goals.  

Branding and campaigns usually mean money going to marketing consultants 
with minimal outcomes to measure success.

134 Online 0 1
135 Online 1 0
136 Online 1 0
137 Online 0 1
138 Online
139 Online 0 1 Usually a grand waste of money.
140 Online 1 0
141 Online 0 1
142 Online 0 1
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143 Online 1 0
144 Online
145 Online 0 1
146 Online 0 1
147 Online 0 1
148 Online 0 1 Why? You should just start living up to the â€œop caresâ€� slogan. So far any city 

worker I've encountered has been unpleasant and rude.
149 Online 1 0
150 Online 1 0
151 Online 0 1 What's now in place seems to be working -- perhaps too well?
152 Online 0 1
153 Online
154 Online 0 1
155 Online 0 1
156 Online 1 0
157 Online 1 0
158 Online 0 1
159 Online 0 1 Keep the Overland Park tree flag as is!!
160 Online 0 1 There is something artificial about this that I don't like.
161 Online 0 1
162 Online 1 0
163 Online 1 0
164 Online 1 0
165 Online 0 1
166 Online 1 0
167 Online 1 0
168 Online 1 0
169 Online 1 0
170 Online 1 0
171 Online

0 1
I would rather my tax money get spent on something that would benefit 
residents and visitors.

172 Online 0 1
173 Online 0 1 We seem to be doing just fine with our current "brand."
174 Online 1 0
175 Online 1 0
176 Online 0 1 I don't see this as a priority
177 Online 1 0
178 Online 1 0
179 Online 0 1
180 Online 1 0 invest where you live!
181 Online 0 1
182 Online 1 0
183 Online 1 0
184 Online 1 0
185 Online 1 0
186 Online 0 1
187 Online What is our current brand and campaign strategy?
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188 Online 1 0
189 Online 0 1
190 Online 0 1
191 Online

0 1
Lipstick on a pig or even a beauty is waste of time.   New motto OP, owned by 
the developers it serves.   OP where planning is only a whim of $$.

192 Online 0 1
193 Online 1 0
194 Online
195 Online

0 1

Do you think people care about a city brand and campaign? How many city 
brands can you actually remember? The tourism brand is what you remember, 
not the city brand. Waste of money.

196 Online
197 Online 0 1
198 Online 0 1

156 171
48% 52%

189



ID Source Thumbs 
Up
D2

Thumbs 
Down D2

CommentsD2

1 1-MRCC 8 Yes, we've been giving large corporations handouts, let's help the small 
businesses. As part of public/private partnerships require part of the retail space 
be set aside as incubator.

2 1-MRCC 7
3 1-MRCC
4 1-MRCC
5 1-MRCC
6 1-MRCC 6 Local - start work with local city.
7 1-MRCC Is there one @ JCCC?
8 1-MRCC 8
9 2-SAGC
10 2-SAGC 3 3 Important but broader issue beyond city resources exist--raise awareness.

11 3-JCCC 8 Small mom & pop shops needed. What incentives? 
Not at expense of what is already in place.
Good idea -enough high taxes. 
More diversity in businesses - Women/African American.

12 3-JCCC 8 Partner with chamber and others.
13 3-JCCC 6 Use existing programs (Small business center at JCCC).
14 4-OPCC 5 Non profit, Chamber of commerce task. Shouldn't be city's responsibility.

15 4-OPCC
16 4-OPCC 6 Already have one at county level. Strong [illegible]. Tech been around. Partner--

maybe needs to be better promoted--Strengthen?  Already have infrastructure-
accelerate & resource better. More benefit on county level.

17 4-OPCC 4 Collaborate with current resources-don't re-invent wheel
18 5-SMHS 5
19 5-SMHS 5 Businesses need support. Define.
20 5-SMHS Attract more employee owned Businesses & B-Corp. 
21 5-SMHS
22 6-TRCC Smaller tax for small business. Shop local promotion - work better on promotion. 

Create a level playing field for small business. Incubators can help artsy people . 
Create a networking environment.

23 7-OPM Don't understand wording - should be done by chamber not city.
24 7-OPM 3
25 8-CRL Incentive for local businesses to revitalize old buildings/in old areas.
26 8-CRL 4 4 Better with existing. May not need to create new but instead work with existing 

programs and work to integrate those. Idea district already starting in 
downtown.

27 8-CRL 8 Already have this --Johnson County Enterprise center.
28 9-MCU 1 4 Not a need. Need capital, people, technology.
29 10-BVH Business Sector.

Enhancing our Economy
D2. Create a new small business incubator and incentive program.
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30 10-BVH 7 0 Check with CERI. JCCC & OP Chamber has this, & Kauffman-suggest work with 
existing programs.

31 10-BVH 3 3 Do we craft businesses towards a certain model? Niche? Work with Chamber of 
Commerce to attract businesses.

32 11-TC
33 11-TC 6 0 Focus on bigger due to center of US.

Yes - will grow too big and support the big ones.
34 11-TC 8 0 We do well on this now.
35 11-TC 5? 0 Help necessary small business flourish.

Look at tech companies - good incentives.
Balance.

36 12-Chamber 0 1 Market better how to do business in the City. Link from Chamber "how to start a 
business". Better communicate with Hispanic Community.

37 12-Chamber 0 1 No. To define the entrepreneurial ecosystem in OP and develop goals/actions to 
support and grow. 

38 12-Chamber 2 7 Protect small business. JCCC
39 12-Chamber 0 0
40 12-Chamber
41 12-Chamber 0 0
42 Online 1 0
43 Online 1 0 It's one of the best places for a small business but we do not do enough to 

promote it locally or regionally.
44 Online 0 1 We have no issues attracting businesses, another waste of taxpayer money

45 Online 0 1
46 Online 0 1
47 Online 1 0
48 Online 1 0
49 Online 1 0
50 Online 1 0 would like to see more help for micro business - one person businesses. More 

public outreach to know they are there.
51 Online 1 0
52 Online 1 0
53 Online 1 0
54 Online 1 0
55 Online 0 1
56 Online 1 0
57 Online 1 0
58 Online 0 1
59 Online 1 0 Help create a more stable job base
60 Online 0 1
61 Online 0 1
62 Online 1 0 Good idea.Metrics:  (1) Number of businesses participating; (2) Number of 

businesses "graduating" from program to set up permanent shop in OP; (3) 
Number of jobs created
(4) Public cost (through incentives) per job created

63 Online 1 0
64 Online 1 0 # of new small businesses that result
65 Online 1 0 make sure there is a diversity of industry - avoid a Silicon valley or large anchor 

like Sprint
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66 Online 1 0
67 Online 1 0
68 Online 0 1 Nope.  Their are plenty of entrepreneurial programs in the area.  Most 

Universities support this type of curriculum now as well.
69 Online 1 0
70 Online 1 0
71 Online 1 0
72 Online 1 0
73 Online 1 0
74 Online
75 Online 1 0
76 Online 1 0
77 Online 0 1 Low taxes, safe streets, good schools, quiet neighborhoods.
78 Online 1 0 Keep overhead low (low taxes) so businesses can get of the ground and survive.

79 Online 1 0
80 Online 1 0
81 Online 1 0
82 Online 1 0 Increased draw of small businesses in OP.
83 Online 1 0
84 Online 1 0
85 Online 1 0
86 Online 1 0
87 Online 1 0 Absolutely!!
88 Online 1 0
89 Online 1 0
90 Online 0 1
91 Online 1 0
92 Online 1 0 How about incentives for those who are ALREADY here. Stop punishing the 

existing business owners, and rewarding NEW business.
93 Online 0 1 Not critical.
94 Online 0 1
95 Online 1 0 Good for the need for more businesses in OP. Increase opportunities/funding for 

small businesses by 50% in 10 years.
96 Online 1 0
97 Online 1 0
98 Online 1 0
99 Online 1 0
100 Online 1 0
101 Online 1 0
102 Online 1 0
103 Online 1 0
104 Online 1 0
105 Online 0 1
106 Online 1 0
107 Online 1 0
108 Online 1 0
109 Online 1 0
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110 Online 1 0
111 Online 1 0 Great idea!
112 Online 1 0
113 Online 1 0
114 Online 0 1
115 Online 1 0
116 Online 0 1
117 Online 0 1
118 Online 1 0
119 Online 1 0
120 Online 0 1 Want to enhance our city image? Train our police to not kill our unarmed citizens 

and also to not treat the citizens (who pay their salaries) like trash.

121 Online 0 1
122 Online 1 0
123 Online 0 1
124 Online 0 1 We need to do this in the existing buildings/businesses.
125 Online 1 0
126 Online 1 0 There are great small business/entrepreneurship options available in KC, but not 

in OP,  so that might be nice.
127 Online 0 1 I've seen too many of these programs abused.  PLEASE do a study of best 

practices before doing anything like this.  Talk to Lesa Mitchell - not hard to find 
her and she has seen more of these than you could ever study.

128 Online 1 0
129 Online 1 0
130 Online
131 Online 1 0
132 Online 1 0
133 Online 1 0
134 Online 0 1 With what money?
135 Online 1 0
136 Online 1 0
137 Online 1 0
138 Online
139 Online 1 0 Better.
140 Online 1 0 Good idea!
141 Online 1 0
142 Online 1 0 This is a good way to get managed economic growth. Could tie into the 

mentorship program at some point. A way to get kids to come back after college 
elsewhere.

143 Online 1 0
144 Online 1 0
145 Online 1 0
146 Online 1 0
147 Online 1 0
148 Online 1 0
149 Online 1 0
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150 Online 1 0
151 Online 1 0 Facilitate presentations by and interactions with the SBA, SCORE and similar 

organizations.
152 Online 1 0
153 Online 1 0
154 Online 0 1
155 Online 0 1
156 Online 1 0
157 Online
158 Online 1 0
159 Online 1 0
160 Online 1 0
161 Online 1 0
162 Online 1 0
163 Online 1 0
164 Online 1 0
165 Online 1 0
166 Online 1 0
167 Online 1 0
168 Online 1 0
169 Online 1 0
170 Online 1 0
171 Online

1 0
Agree, there should be a better small business culture. Most people don't think 
of OP as an incubator for small businesses.

172 Online 1 0
173 Online

1 0
Small businesses should do well in OP.  Measured by new business start-ups 
compared to previous years.

174 Online 1 0
175 Online 0 1
176 Online

1 0
I would like to see the growth of small business in OP.  OP appears to be limited 
in this area as compared to others.

177 Online 1 0
178 Online 1 0
179 Online 1 0
180 Online 1 0
181 Online 1 0
182 Online 1 0
183 Online 1 0
184 Online 1 0
185 Online 1 0
186 Online 1 0
187 Online

1 0 Can't hurt    Bring in retired entrepreneurs to share their talents and experience.
188 Online 1 0
189 Online 1 0
190 Online 1 0
191 Online

1 0
Like Brownback tax cuts for S- corps -  depends on what you have in mind.   10% 
sales tax rates don't do this.
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192 Online 0 1
193 Online 1 0
194 Online

1 0

Be thoughtful about where the City allows this new business to go... incentives 
businesses that make sense to a plan for the City... not anywhere they want to 
be, but where the City feels they are most beneficial.

195 Online 1 0 Good for attracting business.
196 Online 1 0 Maybe - depending on costs of incentives vs likelihood of success.
197 Online 1 0
198 Online 1 0

220 77
74% 26%
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ID Source Thumbs 
Up D3

Thumbs 
DownD3

CommentsD3

1 1-MRCC 5 Absolutely! Should be a chamber/school district program. Also encourage 
volunteer organizations to mentor small businesses.

2 1-MRCC 5 Like idea but not sure it's a city-led role.
3 1-MRCC
4 1-MRCC
5 1-MRCC
6 1-MRCC 6 Keep youth in OP, show the youth.
7 1-MRCC 7 Continue & Expand existing.
8 1-MRCC 8
9 2-SAGC
10 2-SAGC 3 3 Need more internships. Seems to be happening. Need teacher engagement--

Vo Tech pathways for students.
11 3-JCCC 8 CAPS program - Blue Valley.  Internship or programs for high school students.

12 3-JCCC 8 Create better pathways to Vo Tech and career/tech programs.
13 3-JCCC 6 Keep youth here (BV school partner with medical professionals). After school 

or summer programs for lower income students to engage with various 
professionals.

14 4-OPCC 5 Great idea, but shouldn't be city's responsibility. Community function needed 
but who does it? City could lead it, Chamber in better position.

15 4-OPCC Enhance CAPS--more technical training i.e.: plumber, electrician, etc.
16 4-OPCC 6 See #2 comments.  Better done in private sector
17 4-OPCC 4 Would help better prepare  people for jobs-"real life." 
18 5-SMHS 5 Keep it strong.
19 5-SMHS 5 Yes, city may not be the entity to develop. Chamber to facilitate.
20 5-SMHS
21 5-SMHS
22 6-TRCC More promotion awareness of things already going on. Connect different 

school districts.
23 7-OPM 10 Encourage/Enhance not develop.
24 7-OPM 3
25 8-CRL Opportunity for business community to connect with younger generation to 

help understand what younger generations need. Trades, job training for non-
traditional. Emphasis in local, smaller businesses.

26 8-CRL 4 4 May not need to create new but instead collaborate with existing programs. 
Job skills programs in middle schools is necessary.

27 8-CRL 8 Think its already happening.
28 9-MCU 5 0 Is in process. Needs expansion- people don't always know how to plug 

themselves. 
29 10-BVH
30 10-BVH
31 10-BVH 6 School & Chamber working together.
32 11-TC

Enhancing our Economy
D3. Develop a mentorship program partnership between schools and local businesses.
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33 11-TC 6 0 Yes - research programs, CAPS only.  Blue Valley, not other schools?  It should 
be a city program. 

34 11-TC 8 0 Expand what we have now.  Keep kids here after school so they don't move 
away.  Prevent "brain drain."

35 11-TC 5? 0
36 12-Chamber 0 1 May be duplicative to SM, BV, Olathe programs - CAPS, Signature & 21 Century 

Schools. Need to focus on increased internships with post-secondary.

37 12-Chamber 0 0 Isn't that CAPS? What does this do to diversify the economy? Need more 
resources to drive large development - recruit more businesses. What is our 
strategic advantage and build on that?

38 12-Chamber 0 0
39 12-Chamber 0 0
40 12-Chamber
41 12-Chamber 0 0
42 Online 1 0
43 Online 1 0 Critical as not all children should be attending 4 year college.  We need 

stronger ties between high school, JCCC and businesses.
44 Online 1 0 This is a wonderful idea, especially for trade businesses.
45 Online 0 1
46 Online 1 0 These partnerships would really help students get real-world experience.

47 Online 1 0
48 Online 1 0
49 Online 1 0
50 Online 1 0 Would like to see more mentorship for students in non office careers like 

construction, automotive, landscape, culinary etc. Not everyone is looking for 
college and these can be high paying stable jobs that will need in the future. 
Maybe even business start ups?

51 Online 1 0
52 Online 1 0
53 Online 1 0
54 Online 1 0
55 Online 0 1 This already exists in Blue Valley CAPS.  If you want to extend the program to 

other areas, great, but it is ridiculous to say develop one when we have already 
developed a program that is being licensed/copied across the country.

56 Online 1 0
57 Online 1 0
58 Online 1 0
59 Online 1 0 Especially for economically disadvantaged youth who may lack role models

60 Online 0 1
61 Online 1 0 Woohoo!
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62 Online 1 0 I like this primarily as an enhancement to education.  Lots of dynamic, industry-
leading companies in the KC metro area.  (By all means, such a program should 
take advantage of businesses throughout the metro area.)  Metrics:  (1) 
Number of businesses participating; (2) Number of students participating; (3) 
Impact on students -- measure through the influence of program on career or 
higher education choices? (4) Number of students going on to find 
employment with participating businesses

63 Online 1 0 I thought the city was fairly successful with this already already.  We should 
strengthen what we have.

64 Online 1 0 For non-college bound students, have work/study programs in High School 
including on sight business training for trades and office work

65 Online 1 0 Create internship and transition programs from school (include JUCO) to work - 
with partnerships with diverse industries.

66 Online 1 0
67 Online 1 0
68 Online 1 0 Blue Valley already has a similar program - CAPS.
69 Online 1 0
70 Online 1 0
71 Online 1 0 High school students should be our priority for internship at local businesses, 

not foreign visas' carriers.
72 Online 1 0 Shadow program or work related opportunity for schools to participate in 

regarding career exploration
73 Online 1 0
74 Online 1 0
75 Online 1 0
76 Online 1 0
77 Online 0 1 Schools need to challenge students to excel. Internships for college students is 

a business decision. Government not necessary for this.
78 Online 1 0 Expand CAPS.
79 Online 1 0
80 Online 1 0
81 Online 1 0
82 Online 1 0
83 Online 1 0
84 Online 1 0
85 Online 1 0
86 Online 1 0
87 Online 1 0
88 Online 1 0
89 Online 1 0
90 Online 1 0
91 Online 1 0 Great idea---work with the CAPS programs to expand this and create summer 

internships.  Work with JUCO as well.
92 Online 1 0
93 Online 1 0 Success=mentor ship programs established in school districts.
94 Online 1 0
95 Online 1 0 Develop a program offering internships or exposure to 15 different types of 

businesses which kids can "enroll" in - if they so desire.
96 Online 1 0
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97 Online
98 Online 1 0
99 Online 1 0
100 Online 1 0
101 Online 1 0
102 Online 1 0
103 Online 1 0
104 Online 1 0
105 Online 0 1
106 Online 1 0
107 Online 1 0
108 Online 1 0
109 Online 1 0 STEM like training in Germany benefits their population and their 

corporations.
110 Online 1 0
111 Online 1 0 Great idea.
112 Online 1 0
113 Online 1 0
114 Online 1 0
115 Online 1 0
116 Online 0 1
117 Online 1 0
118 Online 1 0
119 Online 1 0
120 Online 0 1 Want to enhance our city image? Train our police to not kill our unarmed 

citizens and also to not treat the citizens (who pay their salaries) like trash.

121 Online 1 0
122 Online
123 Online 0 1
124 Online 1 0
125 Online 1 0
126 Online 1 0
127 Online 1 0 Fantastic idea to continue cultivating partnerships.
128 Online 1 0
129 Online 1 0
130 Online 1 0 Yes! Excellent idea. Visit with Church of the Resurrection in Leawood to find 

out how to do this the right way. They know.
131 Online 1 0
132 Online 1 0
133 Online 1 0
134 Online II believe they already have this.
135 Online 1 0
136 Online 1 0
137 Online 1 0
138 Online 0
139 Online 1 0 Has been very successful in other areas.
140 Online 1 0 Another good idea!
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141 Online
142 Online 1 0 surveys by students and local busness owners about the success of the 

experiences. Also add an objective attitude and knowledge quiz on citizenship, 
business, city operations for students for before and after.

143 Online 1 0
144 Online 1 0
145 Online 1 0
146 Online 1 0
147 Online 1 0
148 Online 1 0 Make sure it gives students relevant experience so they can actually get decent 

careers
149 Online 1 0
150 Online 1 0
151 Online 1 0 Let the businesses be an integral part of defining program needs and 

participate in funding!
152 Online 1 0
153 Online 1 0
154 Online 0 1
155 Online 1 0
156 Online 1 0 Internships would be fantastic.
157 Online 1 0
158 Online 1 0
159 Online 1 0
160 Online 1 0
161 Online 1 0
162 Online 1 0
163 Online 1 0
164 Online 1 0
165 Online 1 0
166 Online 1 0
167 Online 1 0 This seems really vague, what would the goal of this mentor-ship be?
168 Online 1 0
169 Online 1 0 Always a good plan to give students valuable experience.
170 Online 1 0
171 Online 1 0
172 Online 1 0 I don't know what this is.
173 Online 1 0
174 Online 1 0
175 Online 1 0
176 Online 0 1
177 Online 1 0
178 Online 1 0
179 Online 1 0
180 Online 1 0
181 Online 1 0
182 Online 1 0
183 Online 1 0 I believe this is already being done in both SM and BV.
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184 Online 1 0
185 Online 1 0
186 Online 1 0 Including partially baked children.
187 Online

1 0

Thought we had but Supt Henson and burned so many bridges.   I read this as 
slave labor and taking advantage of kids by business owners.    But anything 
that gets kids off the electronic devices and out in real world.   SMSD is 
creating Screen zombies. without real thinking or social skills.

188 Online
0 1

Great idea. Businesses are much better at this than a slow moving behemoth 
called government...

189 Online 1 0
190 Online 1 0
191 Online 1 0 Thought this already existed.
192 Online 1 0 This may be most effective as a partnership with Johnson County.
193 Online 1 0
194 Online 0 1
195 Online 1 0
196 Online 1 0
197 Online 1 0
198 Online 1 0

249 42
86% 14%
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ForwardOP 
Round 2: Community Conversations ‐ Public Input 
Includes 10 public meetings, Online, Chamber/Visit OP Boards and Teen 
Council 

Results Summary 

Additional Actions  Notes 
Housing / Affordability 

1. Affordable housing & low‐income guidelines
updated/reviewed.

2. More affordable housing & low‐income programs.

3. Need to have jobs for low‐income workers and housing
for all.

4. Not a lot of play. Not affordable living.
Small Businesses / Local

5. Focus on small businesses.
6. Reduce taxes local small businesses.
7. Encourage home grown businesses.
8. Buy local.
9. How to incentivize local business start‐up.
10. Ongoing "Shop Local." Encourage emphasis on local.
11. Smaller shopping areas‐‐friendly areas.
12. Support and encourage unique, creative small

businesses that are locally owned and operated. Lead
the area in access to technology and other tools that
help small businesses compete online.

13. More free community meet ups for business owners
and business management for a better‐connected
business community.

14. Support restaurants and craftsman to develop new
concepts and products made in OP.

15. SBDC.

16. Disburse book of key contact into (handbook) as
outreach into businesses
Build on Existing Foundations

17. Partner with existing programs to accomplish actions
before starting from ground up.

18. Stop expanding & build with what we have.
19. Build up Shawnee Mission School district to be a draw.
20. Keep providing best education, best public safety &

best infrastructure ‐‐will have great community.

Taxes

21. Tax & incentive structures are in place.
22. Worry about future of retail & loss of sales tax from

entertainment.

23. Lower the impact of taxes in the county my lowering
the mill levy.
Business / Job Development

24. Economic development is significant.
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25. More resources for businesses ‐ solar cars etc.
26. Mentorship/Internships.  Junior Achievements.

27. Opportunities responsive to changing retail dynamic
(on‐line businesses).

28. OP should be the home of the next big global company
(mixed support for this).

29. Don't want "lower class" jobs, want high paying job
base (most at table disagreed).

30. I would like to see more allowances for diversity in
business. Not just ‘mom and pop’ but to see Overland
Park attract businesses that no other city in the GKC
possesses. I mean, we still can't even get Google Fiber
because of bureaucratic issues so if we ever want to
see the openness to new business it's going to start
with community leaders reaching out and bringing
those in. Seeing the opportunities and spaces and filling
them with something out of the box. All Metcalf south
mall is down and it's.... a Lowe's. Moving Glenwood
Arts theatre for that? That's an insult to the
community.

31. Think strategically about where facilities like Top Golf
are located.
Transportation 

32. Modes of transportation ‐ find alternatives mode of
travel connecting work/life.

33. Workforce development/employment and how
transportation affects employment.

Environment / Sustainability

34. Diversify job base by investing in green technology.
35. Improve Building Code to require energy, water

sustainability. Incentivize LEED.
36. City should seek clean energy sources. Remove

subsidies for automobile travel. No parking
requirement, don't pay for roads, don't widen
highways.

Tourism

37. More tourism destinations.
38. More science and innovation tourism destinations.
39. More iconic images / places.
40. Develop amenities that draw visitors from outside of

Overland Park to support the tax base, both regionally
and nationally.
Development / Planning & Zoning
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41. Review Main thoroughfare codes and avoid junky
commercial areas with high density and difficult traffic
patterns. Metcalf continues to be ugly, difficult to
navigate and 1950's structure.

42. Stop building the mega apartment buildings.
43. Stop allowing cul‐de‐sacs in new neighborhoods.  Public

streets should be for public use, not a semi‐private
street for only a few.

44. Limit TIF Use (Tax Increment Financing).
45. Walkable neighborhoods.
46. One of my big concerns is vacant building space.  As our

retail economy continues to evolve this program will
only get worse.  OP can take action now to address this
problem.  "What IF," a company builds a large building
only to close the building a year later?  A City Ordinance
says they have to take the building DOWN, and the site
has to be returned to its original health.  The time is
NOW for this type of action.

47. Create and carry out a plan within a short period of
time for blighted areas of the city. One very large, very
nice building supply store is not going to make the
empty and falling down buildings at 95th and Metcalf
go away.

48. Many of these goals depend upon the cost to the city.
Would like to see established shopping centers and
office spaces filled prior to building new ones.

49. Seek other opportunities for investing in buildings for
buy and lease‐back scenarios (Black & Veatch).

50. Vision Metcalf needs to be a priority. Please do not
even consider giving Brookridge Development
government funding, as money going to his disaster of
a plan just takes away from what this city really needs
(and wrecks a really nice area in the process). We need
a "downtown" area. I feel like it has begun with
development between 95th and 75th, including the
new museum that my kids love. It needs to travel down
Metcalf, closer to 435 as well. Metcalf should be the
heart of this city, not the abandoned dump it has been
for the past 20 years.

51. Revisit the costly Vision Metcalf and complete this
project before attempting new ones!

52. Implement a plan for the College & Metcalf corridor
that will support the needs of visitors, employees of
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local business and residents to generate strong tax 
revenue beyond 5 pm. 
Branding/Community Image 

53. I think there is a perception that Overland Park
residents are not friendly. That is a big cultural change
to undertake.

54. If branding helps the city grow, yes.
55. Current brand feels like we are patting ourselves on the

back.

56. OP is a solid brand.
Miscellaneous

57. Need a way to deal with artificial intelligence.
58. Research action.
59. Remove the Better Business Bureau and replace it with

something that is not run by and for businesses, but is a
help to consumers who live in O.P.

60. Create public grades for house and lawn
contractors/workers.

61. These things are all baseline. Sounds like typical
running the City.

62. Depends on government leadership to make changes ‐
see the future!!! Be open to new ideas

63. We're going to have to take the risk and decide yes—it
is ok today, but what could it be.

64. Continue to grow & change.

205


	OP_Round2_InputSummaryforWebsite_180530
	OP_Round2_InputSummaryforWebsiteDRAFT_180530
	OP_UPDATED_Round2_DataSummary_180517
	OP_Round2_DataSummary_180517
	OP_Round2_Vision+Goals_RatingSummary_180517
	Summary

	OP_Round2_VisionResults_180517
	Vision

	OP_Round2_GoalsResults_180517
	Goals



	OP_ActionActivitySummaryforwebsite_180530
	Input Summary_For Committee_180530
	OP_Activity 2_Data_180524
	OP_Activity2_Summary&RawData_180524
	OP_Activity2_Action Item Comments
	a1
	Sheet1

	a2
	Sheet1

	a3
	Sheet1

	b1
	Sheet1

	b2
	Sheet1

	b3
	Sheet1

	c1
	Sheet1

	c2
	Sheet1

	c3
	Sheet1

	d1
	Sheet1

	d2
	Sheet1

	d3
	Sheet1






	OP_Engagement page
	OP_CC_ExitQuestionnaireSummary_180530
	OP_CC_ExitQuestionnaire_180530
	Summary Stats
	Expository Answers




